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In the future, using models will become
even more important as producers
continue to strive for greater efficiency
and have to consider more alternative
management options.

to further develop pig growth models. De Lange pre-
dicts that, in the future, using models will become
even more important as producers continue to strive
for greater efficiency and have to consider more al-
ternative management options. One example would
be use of entire male pigs for pork production and
shipping pigs under different carcass grading and
payment schemes.

Growth models integrate information on how pigs
grow and use feed in order to predict how different
feeding strategies will affect growth rates and feed ef-
ficiency. Research on models is ongoing, both on the
computer and in the field. Gathering data on actual
animals shows the researchers where information is
weak or where more information is needed to make
more accurate predictions.

Using growth models is just one tool for improving
management on the farm. De Lange says they have
conducted on-farm studies which demonstrate that
feed costs can be lowered by several dollars per pig

GPOWth mo dels by using growth models properly. “One example is
that we can make more accurate recommendations
on amino acids, phosphorus and optimum energy

beCOme more aC Curate levels in the diet,” says de Lange.
De Lange also warns that only well-tested models
should be used and that model users should be well-
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