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INTRODUCING NEW DUPONT™ LUMIVIA™ INSECTICIDE SEED TREATMENT.

DuPont™ Lumivia™ is the new standard in corn seed treatment that:

* Protects against key early season insect pests, such as wireworm, cutworm and seedcorn maggot*

* Provides excellent seedling protection D u Pontm
e Simplifies your seed treatment decisions o o m
e Offers a favourable environmental profile Lu mivia

insecticide seed treatment

Lumivia™: Make every seed count.

Questions? Ask your seed provider, call 1-800-667-3925 or visit lumivia.dupont.ca

DuPont™ Lumivia™ is a DuPont™ Lumigen® seed sense product.

*Suppression
As with all crop protection products, read and follow label instructions carefully.
Member of CropLife Canada.
Unless indicated, trademarks with ©, ™ or " are trademarks of DuPont or affiliates. © 2016 DuPont.
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BEHIND THE LINES
Reflecting on one of my farm dogs

Indiana, one of my family’s dogs, was perhaps
similar to the pets found in many farm house-
holds. She wasn't a purebred; rather, she was a
German shepherd cross. And while she was
certainly a family pet, she was also expected to
contribute to the household.

She served as a guard dog for our home and
barnyard, although, truth be told, Indy per-
formed this role with varying levels of success.
She certainly barked to announce the arrival of
any unfamiliar vehicles or equipment. And,
given her breed, she may have looked a bit
intimidating to some visitors. But for those individuals brave enough to get out of
their vehicles, Indy’s chosen method of attack was a ferocious lick or two.

Indy was better suited to protecting the family from the uninvited animals that
made it onto the property. Many a time we would go outside to find out why she
was barking and would discover that she’d ‘treed’ yet another critter — a racoon, a
squirrel, and even the neighbours cat.

Sadly, Indy passed earlier this fall.

It seems fitting that while I've been trying to process her death (loss never gets
any easier on the farm, despite the periodic exposure), I've read Jim Algie’s
feature article on farm dogs. It explores the roles dogs play in farm operations and
households and outlines some tips to help ensure their safety. I hope you enjoy
Algie’s article — and the rest of the magazine. Maybe his article will also allow you
to reflect on the dogs (and cats) who are, or have been, part of your family. BF

ANDREA M. GAL

FARM WEATHER REPORT
Seasonal CHU accumulation and yields

Corn Heat Unit accumulation ceases once the first
killing frost occurs at -2 C, or when the average
daily temperature for three consecutive days falls
below 12.8 C. This year, Windsor fell into the latter
camp. In total, Windsor had a huge CHU accumu-
lation of 4,000 — well above the normal accumula-
tion of 3,612. Mount Forest had a frost on Oct. 10,
ending the growing season at a CHU of 3,231 —
which is 203 CHU ahead of its 30 year average.
Overall, the province received ample heat to mature
the crops.

In locations where rainfall was timely, soybean yields were exceptional,
falling in the 50- to 60-bushel per acre range. The fall weather supported a
rapid soybean harvest.

In terms of the corn crop, Essex County farmers reported some excellent
early yields at 240 bushels per acre. Other growers reported yields in the 175-
to 200-bushel range. Warmer weather assisted in drying the corn to levels less
than 21 per cent moisture. Typically, corn moisture levels would be above 28
per cent in the midfall. The lower moisture offers farmers an opportunity to
save $40.00 or more per acre on drying costs. BF

Stacey Newman/iStock/Getty Images
Plus photo

Dale Cowan is a senior agronomist with AGRIS Wanstead Cooperatives. Data
from WIN and the Ag Grower Daily Dashboard Program.

Correction: Herrle’s Country Farm Market is an on-farm market and a
member of the Ontario Farm Fresh Marketing Association. Incorrect informa-
tion appeared on page 23 of the September 2016 edition of Better Farming.
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Ontario
Federation of
Agriculture

2016 MPAC Assessments

WHAT YOU NEED

TO KNOW FOR
YOUR PROPERTY

Every four years, the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation
(MPAC) updates assessments on all properties for tax purposes,
including farm property. The Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA)
has always worked with MPAC to advocate for a fair assessment process
for farm property.

New assessed farm property values were mailed out on October 11.
When you review yours, here are some things to keep in mind

v/ Check that your property is still properly classified in the
*“farm class tax” on your assessment form.

Review your assessment at aboutmyproperty.ca to check the
details used to value your property.

v

v/ Do you agree with the new assessment — knowing it is based
on the value of the property if it was sold on January 1, 20167

v

If you don’t agree with MPAC’s assessed value, you have the
option to file a “Request for Reconsideration” with MPAC by
the deadline printed on the Property Assessment Notice.
The RfR form is available online at mpac.ca.

OFA: Advocating for Ontario agriculture for 80 years. W

ofa.on.ca | u @OntarioFarms @OFABenefits | Y[lu /OntarioFarms | n /OntarioFarms
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SHORTTAKES

Autonomous tractors:
What's a farmer to do?

New Holland and Case IH,

agricultural brands of CNH

Industrial, both unveiled

futuristic prototypes for

| autonomous field tractors at this

CNHIndustrial photo Yer’s Farm Progress Show in
Boone, Iowa.

Nobody’s saying much about how soon self-driving
tractors will become commercially available. But it's hap-
pening more quickly than expected by University of
Manitoba agricultural engineering researcher Dr. Danny
Mann.

The use of driverless field machines poses a number of
questions Mann and his graduate students hope to answer
about how radical automation changes field work.

“Maybe not from a technical standpoint, but I think there
still will be some challenges to figure out exactly how these
machines are going to be utilized,” said Mann, who referred
also to potential legal liability issues for driverless tractors.

The Case IH prototype is based on a cab-less redesign of
the company’s Magnum tractor, the company’s website says.

Hamilton grain exports start early

An expected bumper Canadian crop saw earlier than usual
grain exports through the "
expanding Port of Hamilton, Port I
Authority spokesperson Larissa
Fenn said in an interview.

As of Aug. 31, almost 500,000
tonnes of grain had moved, up
more than 50 per cent from the
previous year, Fenn said. She cited greater quantities of 2015
crop corn. Port officials expected shipments would return to
“more typical volumes” as the 2016 harvest proceeded.

Elsewhere, the Hudson Bay Port of Churchill, Manitoba
remained closed through September following July an-
nouncements by U.S.-based OmniTRAX. But other
elements of Canada’s grain transportation network had
geared up early for the expected record harvest.

In an Aug. 17 statement, Canadian Pacific CEO E.
Hunter Harrison declared his rail company’s readiness and
cited major, new capital investments to avoid snags experi-
enced during the winter of 2013-14.

Hamilton is part of that new investment having grown
rapidly in recent years. Investments by established grain

tfoxfoto/iStock/Getty Images Plus photo

It features radar and LiDAR (laser-sensing) guidance and

onboard video cameras.

The New Holland prototype is similarly automatic but
maintains the cab, outward appearance and operator
functions of the company’s T8 Blue Power tractor line.

CNH Industrial
collaborated with
Autonomous Solutions
Inc. of Utah on both
concept tractors. BF

>«

provinces

CNH Industrial photo

Easing neonic regulations?

Huron-Bruce MPP Lisa Thompson
has proposed amendments to the
Pesticides Act, and specifically the
neonicotinoid regulations, with a
private member’s bill.

Bill 4, Supporting Agricultural
Experts in their Field Act, 2016, is
intended to make these regulations
“more workable,” according to
Thompson.

As the Act currently stands,
beginning August 2017, Professional
Agrologists (P.Ags) and Certified
Crop Adyvisors (CCAs) associated
with manufacturers or retailers of a
Class 12 pesticide cannot serve as
professional pest advisors. (By 2019,
under the current regulations,
farmers must have professional pest

8 Farm News First > BetterFarming.com

advisors complete soil inspections in
order to plant neonicotinoid-treated
seed.)

Bill 4 would eliminate these
exclusions and enable the currently
ineligible CCAs and P.Ags to “be out
there in the field, doing their jobs,”
says Thompson.

Laura Johnston, CCA-ON, is a
territory manager with Maizex Seeds
Inc. and one of the CCAs who is
currently ineligible to work as a
professional pest advisor.

“Personally, I think the proposed
amendments would be a benefit both
to agriculture and growers,” says
Johnston. Farmers would be able to
work with CCAs and P.Ags with
whom they’ve developed relation-

handlers, Parrish & Heimbecker Ltd. and Richardson
International Ltd., have helped Hamilton become the
largest gateway for Ontario-grown grain”
handling corn, wheat and soybeans. The city is also home to
oilseed crushing facilities operated by U.S.-based Bunge Ltd.

Also this year, G3 Canada Ltd. began construction in
Hamilton of a third grain-export terminal to be in service
for the 2017 harvest. It brings recent capital investment in
agri-food-related facilities for the Port to more than $200
million, Fenn said. BF

ships, such
as their
crop input
retailers,
says
Johnston.

Bill 4 passed first and second
readings in mid-September.

The Bill has been referred to the
Standing Committee on General
Government. According to the
Legislative Research Service, the
Committee will examine the bill,
consult witnesses and vote on amend-
ments. Thompson said she hopes the
committee will complete its examina-
tion “as quickly as possible,” given the
August 2017 implementation date for
the current regulations. BF
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GLEAN, DEPENDABLE,
FUEL-EFFIGIENT POWER

—AND PLENTY OF IT.

Power is the key to superior tractor performance, and the M7 has

plenty of power. But when a particularly tough job demands even
more power, the M7 activates its Power Boost, and the engine
instantly delivers more power to let you finish what you started.

The new M7 offers superior hydraulics and sophisticated

control to get the job done quickly and efficiently.
Kubota’s V6108 engine delivers 168, 148, or 128 HP (3 models). kubota.ca | = f ¥
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SHORTTAKES

Drone crop imagery still
needs work

Despite rave reviews of un-
manned, aerial vehicles in
agriculture, techniques for
drone-based crop assessments
still need work, University of
Guelph plant scientist Dr. Mary
Ruth McDonald said in a
recent interview.

A TJuly article posted to the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s Technology
Review website described agriculture as “among the most
promising areas” for drone applications. The Economist’s
recent online Technology Quarterly recommended drone
use as part of an upbeat survey of the future of agricul-
ture.

Current research on Holland Marsh vegetable crops by
McDonald and her colleagues compares aerial imagery
with scouting by ground-based, human observers. She’s
interested primarily in the biology of pest management in
vegetable crops and says there’s a future for agricultural
drones in her world but it’s not there yet.

Guelph researchers have matched ground observations
with both coloured aerial, photographic images and
near-infra-red imagery measuring heat. Aerial photos do
show areas of weed infestation and poor plant germina-
tion, as well as soil structure issues.

But, according to McDonald, the imagery does not yet
provide an advantage over ground-based scouting.

“There’s where wed like to be; so that we can see those
subtler differences in the aerial pictures before it’s really
obvious to the naked eye” BF

SVphotography/iStock/Getty Images Plus photo

Online hub targets 4-H alumni

For the over 350,000 4-H alumni across the country,
there’s a new way to get back to
their roots.

In September, 4-H Canada
launched Club 1913 — an online
hub for its alumni to reconnect
with the organization and keep
up-to-date on its activities.

Alumni register on the website
and note when they were involved
in the organization, says Valerie
Stone, a Canadian 4-H Council
director.

For alumni interested in giving back to their commu-
nities, 4-H is considering the creation of an online job
board which would include volunteer postings, says
Elizabeth Jarvis, marketing and communications director
of 4-H Canada. Jarvis stresses alumni involvement doesn’t
have to be in the “traditional sense as a leader or (by
serving on) a board.” Rather, alumni could mentor a
current member or volunteer at a single event.

Alumni could also share opportunities with current
4-H members by posting internship and summer job
opportunities.

To further develop communications with its alumni,
4-H Canada will publish an alumni magazine in the
spring, says Jarvis.

To join the approximately 1,700 individuals who have
registered on the online hub, visit Club1913.ca. The
organization also encourages alumni to share on social
media how their 4-H experiences have contributed to
their longer-term successes, using #HClub1913. BF

Oakozhan/iStock/Getty Images Plus photo

Russian grain complicates Canadian policy picture

Expanded Russian grain exports have
some competitors reassessing the
global grain outlook.

It’s only one of many shifting
factors that need careful consider-
ation as Canada’s federal, provincial
and territorial governments plan for
the next phase of national agricultural
policy, Al Mussell, research lead of the
Guelph-based consulting firm
Agri-Food Economic Systems, said in
a recent interview.

Numerous reports predict record
exports from Black Sea ports because
of bumper crops this year in Russia,
Ukraine and Kazakhstan. A Sept. 12
Australian Export Grain Innovation
Centre (AEGIC) report, for example,
predicts Russian grain export growth

10 Farm News First > BetterFarming.com

as high as 60 per cent by 2030.

Mussell said growing agricultural
exports likely reflect depressed prices
for Russia’s traditional foreign
exchange generator, petroleum.
Russia’s growing exports also high-
light a shift in global trade that
Canadian governments must consider
while recalibrating national agricul-
tural policy agreements set to expire
in 2018.

Together with Douglas Hedley and
Bob Seguin, Mussell outlined crucial
policy points in a paper posted to
Agri-Food Economic Systems’
website in early September. Other
issues include the future of supply
management, food processing
capacity and planning for either the

success or failure of proposed major
trade agreements with Europe and
Pacific Rim nations.

“Plan A is we've got TPP and we
have the Canada Europe trade
agreement; these (agreements) will
drive growth . . . but if those two
things don’t happen . . . what's plan
B?” Mussell said. BF

curtoicurto/iStock/Getty Images Plus photo
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PROSeeds

SEVITA INTERNATIONAL

Growing, Expanding, and Investing in your Future.
At PROSeeds, our commitment to you is to deliver the solutions you need. We are growing our product
portfolio, and we now offer a full line-up of corn and soybeans with more trait platforms than ever before.

We’ve invested in our breeding program through Sevita Genetics to continue to bring you varieties with
high value, unique specialty traits that deliver on yield.

We at PROSeeds are also expanding, by partnering with Legend Seeds, a leading corn seed provider,
to bring you high yielding corn carefully selected for Eastern Canadian farms.

Our team is here to help you grow healthier, more profitable crops. Our dedication to growing, expanding,
and investing in your future means more choice and flexibility for your farm.

Try PROSeeds and create a golden moment for your farm.
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AGRI-FOODJOBS

Ontario’s agri-food sector confronts
its skilled labour shortage

I S e e " 1 NicholasSchaut,B ig Head Hops photo
For Ontario hop producers, =
re— like Kyle and Julie Wynette
of Tavistock Hop Company,
. the explosion in craft
~ breweries has provided
an opportunity.
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AGRI-FOODJOBS

Opportunities for educated employees abound,
but are enough qualified people available?

r I Yhe agri-food sector employs 2.2
million people or one in eight
Canadian workers, according

to Agriculture and Agri-Food

Canada. The sector also plays a

central role in Ontario, employing

one in nine workers in the province,
according to Statistics Canada.

Indeed, the sector accounted for 5.9

per cent of Ontarios Gross Domestic

Product in 2015.

But a labour shortage exists in the
agri-food sector. This shortage affects
primary producers (who account for
only a small fraction of the sector),
input and service suppliers, food and
beverage processors, food retailers
and wholesalers and food service
providers.

At the national level, the labour
gap in on-farm jobs alone in 2014 was
59,000, estimates the Canadian
Agricultural Human Resource
Council (CAHRC). (Together with
the Conference Board of Canada, the
CAHRC conducted a comprehensive
survey in 2014. They interviewed
stakeholder organizations and over
800 producers across the country. The
research was released earlier this year
at the ‘Growing the AgriWorkforce
Summit’ in Winnipeg.)

Even when foreign temporary
workers were available, the on-farm
labour shortage remained critical,
said Debra Hauer, project manager at
CAHRC.

“We were able to determine that in
2014, there were 26,400 unfilled
vacancies (after accounting for
foreign temporary workers) which
cost the industry about three per cent
of farm receipts. That’s about $1.5
billion,” Hauer said.

The unfilled vacancies are not
unfilled seasonal harvest jobs. Indeed,
Hauer says horticulture producers
have less difficulty in filling harvest

Better Farming November 2016

by JEFF CULP

jobs than other farmers have in filling
skilled, permanent jobs.

“And that’s on-farm employment
only,” she said. “We have not gone
either upstream or downstream” in
the agri-food supply chain.

Up and down the supply chain, the
labour shortage may be even more
acute. In 2011, the Ontario Agricul-
tural College (OAC) in Guelph
conducted a survey that indicated the
existence of three jobs for every
agriculture graduate.

“Anecdotally, we think those
numbers stand up and may be more
true today than they were then,” said
Rene Van Acker, the dean of OAC.
The college is re-doing the survey to
see if the results are still valid and
aims to release the results in the
spring.

Some of the shortfall can be traced
to young people shying away from the
agri-food sector. “Campaign research
(from Food and Beverage Ontario’s

Taste Your Future campaign) suggests
that there is low awareness of the size
and scope of the sector which gener-
ates $41 billion in revenue, provides
over 130,000 direct jobs and exports
$7.6 billion in product annually;” said
Fertile Ground: Growing the Competi-
tiveness of Ontarios Agri-food Sector.
This report, released in October by
the Ontario Chamber of Commerece,
said the labour shortage threatens the
competitiveness of the agri-food
sector in Ontario and recommends
that governments take measures to
address this shortage.

“We were really shocked,” said
Kathryn Sullivan, the report’s author.
“Some of the figures are pretty
overwhelming, especially in the
primary agriculture sector.”

There is also a widespread miscon-
ception that agri-food jobs are
low-paying and don’t allow for
advancement, the report added.

But nothing could be further from

JHELELEY

THE ONTARIO AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD SECTOR PROVIDED

EMPLOYING OVER

1095

PEOPLE

Statistics Canada and OMAFRA, 2015
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AGRI-FOODJOBS

the truth, said Sarab Hans, the CEO
of Hans Dairy in Mississauga. “When
you are in agri-food, you have so
many things from marketing to
product development to taste analy-
sis,” she said. “There’s just so much to
do that it keeps it interesting.”

Hans said her dairy, which em-
ploys approximately 20 people, has
difficulty filling positions “all down
the stream, from production staff to
general labour”

“General labour in food is very
different from general labour in other
industries. Because there’s such an
emphasis on hygiene and food safety,
there’s a lot of training required,” said
Hans. “Sometimes it’s easier to get the
management-level people than (it is
to get the) general labour on the
floor”

Much of the increase in demand
across the agri-food industry is a
result of changes on the farm.

“Farms are getting larger;” said the

OF PEOPLE

EMPLOYED

in Ontario agri-food industry

<

724,546 | 790,997

v
2011

Statistics Canada, Labour Force Survey

CAHRC’s Hauer. “So there’s a greater
demand for management and busi-
ness skills to work on those farms.
There’s a need for business adminis-
tration, marketing and HR manage-
ment skills”

Hauer says the increasingly
tech-driven nature of farming is also
increasing the demand for skilled
labour.

“Tractors are now a technology.
You need someone to operate them,
repair them, train other operators,’
she said.

v

2015

There have also been changes in
the marketplace. In 2010, the
CAHRC developed a strategy docu-
ment that identified three drivers
inspiring innovation in Canadian
agriculture that are leading to an
increased demand for labour.

First, farms that specialize in
high-value production chains are
generating new employment. These
farm operations appeal to specialized
markets that may require higher qual-
ity and tracking standards.

“There is a producer in Alberta, for
example, that produces crops used as
ingredients for shampoos in Germa-
ny. To market to Europe requires a
very high quality standard that
requires an on-farm lab,” Hauer said.

This level of quality assurance,
requiring the presence of something
as sophisticated as an on-farm lab, “is
different than the traditional way of
producing a crop and sending it off to
market,” said Hauer.

Continued on page 17

DEMAND NEW HOLLAND

Bob Mark New Holland Sales Ltd.
Campbellford - 705-653-3700

Bob Mark New Holland Sales Ltd.
Lindsay « 705-324-2221

Bob Mark New Holland Sales Ltd.
Sunderland - 705-357-3121

Delta Power Equipment
Mitchell - 519-348-8467

Delta Power Equipment
St. Marys - 519-349-2180

Delta Power Equipment
St. Thomas « 519-631-5280

Delta Power Equipment
Tavistock « 519-655-2441

Delta Power Equipment
Tilbury « 519-682-9090

Delta Power Equipment
Watford « 519-849-2744

Ebert Welding Ltd.
New Liskeard « 705-647-6896

ESM Farm Equipment Ltd.
Wallenstein « 519-669-5176

Halnor Farm Equipment Ltd.
Waterford - 519-443-8622

Maxville Farm Machinery Ltd.
Maxville - 613-527-2834

McCauley Equipment Sales
Orillia - 705-325-4424

McGavin Farm Supply Ltd.
Walton « 519-887-6365

, AGRICULTURE o
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agriculture.newholland.com/us

Oneida New Holland
(Caledonia « 905-765-5011

Regional Tractor Sales Ltd.
Freelton - 905-659-1094

Richards Equipment Inc.
Barrie « 705-721-5530

Robert’s Farm Equipment Sales, Inc.
Chesley « 519-363-3192

Robert’s Farm Equipment Sales, Inc.
Lucknow « 519-529-7995

Robert’s Farm Equipment Sales, Inc.
Mount Forest « 519-323-2755

Smiths Farm Equipment (Jasper) Ltd.
Jasper - 613-283-1758

St. Catharines New Holland Ltd.
St. Catharines « 905-688-5160

Stewart’s Equipment
Erin - 519-833-9616

Weagant Farm Supplies Ltd.
Winchester - 613-774-2887
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A recent report warns the federal and provincial gov-
ernments about the labour shortage in Ontario’s
agri-food sector and provides policy recommendations
to alleviate the problem.

The Ontario Chamber of Commerce (OCC) released
Fertile Ground: Growing the Competitiveness of Ontario’s
Agri-food Sector in October. The 29-page report, written
by Kathryn Sullivan, policy analyst at OCC, was spon-
sored by Maple Leaf Foods. Key among the report’s
recommendations is a new focus on agri-food educa-
tion.

The OCC praises Ontario’s education system for its
flexibility in keeping its ag curriculum up to date, and
the report notes that formal education in agriculture is
highly in demand.

“Employers value the skills taught in agriculture
courses,” said Sullivan. “Sixty per cent of respondents (to
the OCC's survey) showed a preference for post-second-
ary education when hiring. We also recognize that
demand exceeds supply.”

The report said modern agri-food education must
provide graduates with “soft skills, including communi-
cation, teamwork, presentation, time management, and
organization skills.”

The newly opened Centre for Food at Durham
College’s Whitby campus emphasizes these skills and
recognizes the integration of the agri-food supply
chain.

“We created this school that we think is different
from our competitors,” said Sue Todd, Durham College’s
dean of science and engineering technology. “We
wanted to look at all areas of food: growing it, preparing
it, the health benefits of it and how to reduce the
pollution aspects of it."

The Centre for Food actually started with culinary
students. “Then we brought in hospitality management
and then horticulture. All the students learn basic
planting, soils, pest management (and) greenhouse
management. They learn safe food-handling practices,
food production, processing, and the storage and
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Durham College photo

testing of food,” she said.

“This allows them (students) to appreciate the full
cycle of it. They have an understanding of the whole
chain of where and how food is grown, how we harvest
it, how we store it and how we create added value to it”

Knowing all the basics is critical for students who, in a
changing world, may end up doing a job that doesn’t
exist today.

“They have to know the fundamentals. You have to
give them the raw science behind it,” Todd said. “This
gives them the foundation to be creative and pursue
new product areas.”

At the Ontario Agricultural College in Guelph,
updating the curriculum is constant. “Keeping our
current programs current is very important,” said Rene
Van Acker, the college’s dean. “We've increasingly
provided opportunities for travel and experiential
learning.”

Keeping the curriculum current means staying in
touch with the agri-food industry.

“We work really closely with industry partners,
greenhouse growers, nursery growers, food producers
and food processors,” said Todd. “We meet with them
twice a year and talk about the latest trends: what's
happening in the industry and new skills and technolo-
gies that are appearing. Then we'll look at that in light of
our curriculum.”

Both Durham College and the OAC have faculty
members who have worked or are working in the
industry. They also keep the curriculum current.

Both institutions have out-reach programs that seek
to recruit new students to agri-food education, and
both institutions see demographic changes in their
student profiles.

OAC's Van Acker said urban-based students now form
a majority of agriculture students, while Durham
College’s Todd said her students are older.

“The average age is closer to 30 than it is to 18," she
said. “They’ve been in the workforce, found an interest
in agri-food and come to us for formal education.” BF
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Continued from page 14

A second driver, according to the
CAHRG, is energy-oriented produc-
tion chains. These operations take
advantage of bio fuels. They are
typically dairy or feed lot operations
that generate the raw materials used
for bio gas and bio diesel. “These
products never existed before,” Hauer
said.

Consumer trends are behind the
CAHRCs third driver. “Custom-
er-oriented businesses, where farmers
have a close relationship with the
consumer, are a new societal trend,”
said Hauer. “Market gardening,
U-pick (and) farmers markets all
address a need expressed by consum-
ers . .. to know where their food is
coming from. There are producers
out there who are responding to those
opportunities.”

New opportunities

Responding to new consumer trends

has created new operations, new

products and new niche markets.
Federation of

OFA =
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v Enhanced home coverage

v Farm and Home member benefits program discount

“Keeping an eye on consumer
trends is the name of the game with
niche crops,” said Kyle Wynette of the
Tavistock Hop Company in Perth
County. Wynette, his wife Julie and
another couple operate the thriving
operation.

“Our farm has only about 30
workable acres. My wife and I were
both working oft-farm and were look-
ing at something we could do with
small acreage that had more potential
than a traditional field crop. We had
some friends who were home brew-
ers, and they suggested we grow
hops,” said Wynette.

After five years of planning,
marketing and production, Wynette
expects the farm will start producing
a “respectable income” this year.

For Ontario hop producers, the
explosion in craft breweries has
provided an opportunity. “In the past
couple of years, something like 200
breweries have opened in Ontario,”
said Wynette. “There are about 80

AGRI-FOODJOBS

“About 200 new brewers have #
‘opened in'Ontario’in the past
two years, creating demand
for Ontario hops growers.: ' |

Kyle Wynette photo

acres of hops in the province. You get
a lot of one-acre, half-acre opera-
tions.” The Tavistock Hop Company’s
six acres is a respectable size.

The Wynettes” operation started
with brand building.

“Social media was huge. Facebook
and Twitter. We would follow craft
breweries on Twitter before we
approached them, and they see that”

Wynette now supplies small craft
breweries and has a sizeable farm-
gate business selling his organic hops

Auto. Life. Travel. INSURANCE

As one of the founding members of The Co-operators, OFA provides its members with access to exclusive
coverage and savings on a broad range of insurance products:
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Contact your local Co-operators advisor to confirm your membership
and learn more or visit www.cooperators.ca/MemberBenefits

OFA insurance — we have your best interests in mind.
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Nissim Avraham 4 /
Dairy Farmers of Ontario photo
to home brewers.

Even though new operations are
addressing new markets, Nissim
Avraham, who specializes in ethnic
and innovative marketing for the
Dairy Farmers of Ontario (DFO),
said opportunities exist to increase
the demand for Canada’s traditional
agricultural products. He sees new
growth in the food-processing sector.

“From the first day I joined DFO
nine years ago, I found the ethnic
market is an opportunity, and that
opens your eyes to opportunities in
other places,” he said.

Canada’s strong and vibrant ethnic
communities demand food products
that are not traditionally found in
North American markets.
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“Paneer is a type of cheese eaten in
India. Basically, it’s the most import-
ant staple in Indian food,” Avraham
said. Canadian producers make about
600,000 kilograms of paneer per year
“and that’s not supplying half the
market,” he said.

“Plus there’s a market for a million
more kilos in Australia alone. I could
send two containers of paneer to
Australia a month, and I won’t scratch
the surface” of the market, he said.

Avraham is working with the
Canadian Trade Commissioner
Service to open up markets in the
Middle East through trade shows in
Dubai. Adding value to the food
chain in Canada is part of continued
growth in the sector.

Adding value is the key to future
domestic demands as well, said Hans,
whose dairy targets the Asian ethnic
market in Canada. “The south Asian
market consumes a lot of dairy, but
they tend to use dairy to make food at
home,” she said. “Now they are
having children, and a new market is
emerging. The children want the
same taste, but they are looking for
food that is already made for them as
a finished product”

The future need for labour

New export demands, changing
consumer tastes and jobs that never
existed before in the agri-food sector

all put pressure on the sector’s future
labour supply, said the CAHRC’s
Hauer.

“We've projected the labour
numbers out 10 years, and the results
are sobering,” she said.

“We looked at the demographics in
each province — how many 5-to-15-
year-olds are there today who will
become potential entrants into
agriculture and agri-food in the
future — and we think the shortfall
will almost double in 10 years.” The
projected shortfall, according to the
CAHRC, is 114,000 jobs.

Convincing young people that
agri-food holds a bright career future
must be part of meeting the jobs gap,
she said. It’s the council’s challenge of
the future.

“We are working with other
organizations that have similar
concerns, including the Ag(riculture)
in the Classroom people and 4-H.
We're trying to figure out how people
in non-farming families would
consider jobs in a variety of areas in
agriculture,” she said. “We don’t have
the answer, but it’s more than just
advertising”

The CAHRC has already under-
taken the development of national oc-
cupational standards for agriculture.
National occupational standards state
the standards used in the workplace
for various jobs and specify the skills
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current,the OACencourages .

“hands-on learning'oh farm'
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that underpin the knowledge and
understanding of the occupation.

“It’s never been done for agricul-
ture,” Hauer said. “We are developing
standards for about 40 roles. So now
people will know what they have to
know to become a livestock producer
or an apple grower”

These standards should help
educational institutions design
training programs.

“With these standards, educational
institutions can do curriculum
mapping. They match their curricu-
lum against the occupational stan-
dard to determine (the) gaps”

Keeping curriculum current is a
constant challenge at OAC.

“We've increasingly provided
opportunities for travel and experien-
tial learning, and then there’s the job
of creating new programs,” said Van
Acker. “For example, we are in the
midst of developing a program that
concerns itself with food-industry
management training”

“The good news for students is
whatever their interest might be, they
can probably find a place in the food
and agriculture sector;” he said.

To encourage more enrolment in
agriculture programs, the OAC has
set up a liaison program, funded by
the University of Guelph’s alumni and
various agri-businesses.

“It works with high schools in
Ontario to provide special learning

IN THE TIME IT TOOK BILLY TO
CONVINCE HIS OLDER BROTHER
LET HIM PLAY WITH THE BIG KI

AGRI-FOODJOBS

opportunities. It’s a way to get them
on campus, for one,” he said. “They
(the students) like the Guelph
campus, and that plants the seed.
We've been getting students from this
program and our enrolments have
been rising”

Van Acker also believes the biggest
problem is getting the word out to
young people who are looking at
careers.

“Part of it is the invisibility of the
agriculture sector. If they’re not famil-
iar with the field, they may think it’s
farming. They wouldn’t know there’s a
very large sector supporting primary
producers. Then there’s the food
side—that’s an even bigger sector—
but because it’s so diversified, it’s
somewhat invisible as well.”

He believes the college is getting
the message out. “The majority of
students enrolling in our core agricul-
tural program, which is a Bachelor of
Science in Agriculture, are from
urban postal codes,” he said. BF
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FIELDTRIP

Specialty crop production
in the sandy soils

For the Arvas, tobacco production is part of a family tradition.

This crop remains a central component of the family’s

diverse operation.

by KYLE RODRIGUEZ

A stray tobacco flower stands tall above the surrounding »
plants in the mid-September sunshine after escaping the
“topping” stage. Seedlings start out in greenhouse trays in
mid-March, and are planted around May 24 after the last
frost. When the flowering stage begins in July, workers walk
amongst the rows and cut the flowering heads by hand. This
“topping” stage encourages the plant to divert its energy
away from reproduction. Instead, the plant directs its
energy towards creating larger, more uniform leaves, and
has increased root growth. Ultimately, the “topped” tobacco
has a higher sugar content in cured leaves.

< Spencer, who only gave his first name, drives a De Cloet
tobacco harvester for the fourth and final pass, removing
the final leaves from the field in mid-September. The
first-pass harvest usually begins at the end of July or
start of August and involves removing the lowest leaves.
Subsequent stages of harvest move progressively
higher up the plant. This approach allows the fourth-

~ stage leaves to fully mature and acquire the strongest
nicotine content. Where picking was once done by hand
and loaded into a horse-drawn sled, this harvester has
modular attachments to automate the pulling of leaves
from specific levels without damaging the plant.

obacco growing has a
long-standing history in Ontario.
According to the Canadian

Encyclopedia, native peoples in south-
western Ontario grew tobacco and used
it for trade.

In the early 1800s, producers
started cultivating the crop commer-
cially in Canada. By about the 1920s,
producers made the switch to the
flue-cured tobacco — which is the
type of tobacco still grown today.

20 Farm News First > BetterFarming.com

In 1939, Hungarian immigrant
Joseph Arva bought a parcel of land
in Mount Pleasant, Brant County, and
began farming tobacco. His son,
Emil, took over the business and
expanded it. By the early 1980s Emil’s
sons, Paul and Joe, were working
alongside him learning the trade.

Emil passed away eight years ago,
but his sons carry on the tradition of
growing quality tobacco leaves for
Canadian consumption. Today, the

Arvas farm a total of 800 acres,
including approximately 200 acres of
tobacco and 42 acres of ginseng,
along with rye and soybeans.

The operation also has a chicken
barn.

While tobacco farming technolo-
gies have come a long way since the
family first started cultivating the
crop, old fashioned values like
teamwork and hard work are still
crucial at harvest time. BF
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< Phil Edmund takes a break while waiting
for an empty curing bin to be delivered
to the harvester in the field. Edmund is
part of a two-man harvester crew, working
with a driver. Edmund’s job is to stand
on an upper level and direct cut leaves so
they evenly fill the bin as the harvester
drives along the rows.

Terry Leatham (left) and Carlos Run place separating pinsintoa »
curing bin full of freshly picked tobacco brought back from the
harvester. These separating pins promote airflow and prevent
spoilage by keeping leaves separated when the bin is tilted
vertically for loading into the kiln.

< The curing bin of fresh tobacco is then slid up a short
ramp and into a kiln where it will rest for thirteen days.
Curing starts at 32 Cand final drying temperatures

reach 66 C.

Omar Sosa-Castillo (left) and his brother
Alejandro remove a bin of cured and dried
yellow leaves in preparation for sorting and
baling.
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From left,

Jose Juarez- Handfuls of dried
Sarza, Omar leaves are tossed into
Sosa-Castillo, sorting bins by a group
Salome Sosa- of workers while one
Ferrusquia, individual stands on
and Alejandro top, guiding the leaves
Sosa-Castillo ,,‘, ‘ in and stamping them
pull separating |}, down to compress.
pins before y n M
removing the P . -
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< Karen Bradley does the final stage of grading
and sorting second-pass tobacco leaves before
they make their way up a ramp into the baling
machine. She quickly but carefully picks out
green or undesirable tobacco as

leaves steadily pass by.

< Paul Arva (left) meets with ginseng cultivation
consultant, Tony Quon, outside the sorting barn.
Quon provides field recommendations to help
with the development of the 42 acres of ginseng
that the Arvas cultivate. The plant is very
sensitive to growing conditions, and agricultural
techniques that produce better grades are
proprietary amongst competitive farmers. Arva
says that alternate crops such as ginseng, as well
as his chicken barn, help cushion his operation
from changes in the tobacco market.
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After the field and before the lake

Effort to recoup phosphorus runoff faces hurdles and unknowns but could deliver cost savings to
farmers while protecting open waters, say organizers.

by MARY BAXTER

growing up on the family’s tobacco farm near

Langton, Norfolk County that his enjoyment of a
neighbour’s swamp would one day help inspire an ambi-
tious effort to protect a much larger body of water.

Back then, Van Severen enjoyed the swamp for its
unending supply of frogs and snakes and opportunities to
muck around.

The neighbour, however, didn’t share Van Severen’s
affection for the spot and in the 1960s filled in the area. A
municipal drain soon followed to serve about 600 acres; it
travelled through the back part of the Van Severen family
farm.

In the early 2000s, Van Severen applied for a grant
under a now-defunct water-supply enhancement program
to transform a two-acre area through which the drain ran
on his farm into wetland.

“We took a 24-inch underground drainage pipe,
brought it above ground and created — with motor
scrapers and draglines and stuff like that — a diverse
depth of water. We put a little island in the middle and
shallow areas and deep areas,” says the now-retired farmer
who is in his late 60s. The project cost more than $30,000
(two-thirds of which came from his own pocket, he says).
He and his wife, Dolores, planted bulrushes, lilies and
other native plants to filter the water.

Today, the frogs have returned.

So, too, have county drainage staff to occasionally grab
water samples from the municipal drain both up and
downstream.

The drainage staff discovered in the samples at Van
Severen’s wetland and at another restored wetland that
phosphorus and nitrate levels were lower downstream.
The findings could point to a way to employ such projects,

I ittle did Larry Van Severen know when he was

Water is being pumped ffrom a municipal dra in :
"acanalin WaIIaceburg that feeds into Lake'St. Cm"
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and perhaps even municipal drains themselves, to prevent
dissolved phosphorus in field runoff from reaching Lake
Erie.

The wetlands are among 30 projects of different scales
that the county has helped to introduce since the mid-
1980s, says Bill Mayes, Norfolk’s senior drainage superin-
tendent. (The projects started as a way to protect source
water in the municipality.)

“Within the wetland there is uptake of the phosphorus
and nitrate,” Mayes says. “How much, everybody argues.
‘Oh you're not getting the sample at the right time. But
when you see two numbers side by side, and they’re
different, there’s obviously something happening?”

Provincial ministries tell the municipality that the
numbers are not overly significant. Nevertheless, Mayes
says the county is now seeking partnerships to explore
doing more in-depth study.

In the meantime, the county’s findings add fuel to a
one-of-a-kind partnership between two other organiza-
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tions that seek to manage runoff after
it has left the farm field but before the
runoff empties into a main water-
course.

The Ontario Federation of Agricul-
ture (OFA) and the Great Lakes and
St. Lawrence Cities Initiative (GLSL-
CI) announced the joint partnership
earlier this year. The groups aim to
address the beyond-the-field problem
in the upper and lower Thames River
watersheds.

In 2015, the international Lake
Erie Binational Nutrient Management
Strategy report identified the entire
Thames River watershed as one of the
key Canadian sources of dissolved
phosphorus that may be affecting
water quality in the Lake Erie basin.

Since the report’s release, govern-
ments and industry on both sides of
the lake have introduced a dizzying
array of incentive programs, regula-
tions and best-management practices
for agriculture to help reduce phos-
phorus loss.

None, however, tackle that in-be-
tween zone when runoftf leaves the
farm but has not yet entered the
watershed, says Don McCabe, the
OFA’s president.

“The OFA saw a hole in the quilt to

B Crawhall Don Mctabe,‘ R
'Dave Van Damme and Eric
2 Westerberg toqr a mun|C|paI
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ensure one landscape,” McCabe says,
and decided to step in.

Nicola Crawhall, the GLSLCI’s
deputy director, says the two groups
approved the partnership and strate-
gy to close the gap in June after
months of consultation with farm
groups, non-government organiza-
tions, drainage professionals, munici-
palities, First Nations and conserva-
tion authorities.

The partnership has applied for
funding from the provincial and
federal Growing Forward 2 program
to pursue the farmland water-man-
agement and drainage strategy and its
implementation.

“We do expect to receive the
funding,” says Crawhall. If the two
partners don’t, they will delay the
project until they obtain funding
from another source. “We have a
number of pokers in the fire”

The partners envision a five-year
program to determine and test
practical methods to capture phos-
phorus lost from farm fields. “But
there’s a lot of front-end work before
we go out into the field” and work
with farmers and municipalities on
projects, Crawhall says.

Having no single go-to source
involved in managing beyond-the-
field runoff complicates the effort,
adds Crawhall.

“There were all these experts,
extension workers and certified crop
advisors who are excellent at the
application and retention side of
things, and there were all these
drainage professionals who are
excellent at the drainage side of
things,” she says. “We (GLSLCI and
the federation) are bridging the two

Eric Westerberg (left);a
. . drainage superintendenti in

I Chatham-Kent, and Dave Vah #
gDammera farmer in the -
B T etz 2 Wee
is pumped from a municipal
drain into a canal that feeds"
k& St. Clair in Wallaceburg.

(groups of experts).”

The effort complements others that
focus more on the application and
retention of phosphorus. The indus-
try and provincial government’s 4-R
strategy to conserve fertilizer and
nutrients, for example, will involve pi-
lots this fall, and Crawhall anticipates
the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture,
Food and Rural Affairs’ soil health
strategy will be released in coming
months.

Crawhall explains that the beyond-
the-field strategy is needed because
farmers, despite their best efforts not
to, can still lose phosphorus from
their fields. Research shows extreme
weather as a main culprit in phospho-
rus loss from farm fields, she says.

She lists ways to not only slow field
runoff’s progression to open water-
courses, but also harvest phosphorus
from water so phosphorus can be
returned to the fields from which it
came. That’s where wetlands, such as
the one installed on the Van Severen
farm, come in.

Vegetated wetlands pull up the
phosphorus, she explains. Harvesting
that vegetation before it dies reduces
the risk of phosphorus release.

“You could even vegetate ditches

.. And harvest the vegetation from
the ditches and keep the water in the
ditches for a bit longer,” she says. “Or
you could do treatment technologies
right at the outlet for the tile drainage
system.”

The first step, though, involves
determining what works best in
different types of soil and climate.

The biggest challenges the strate-
gy’s organizers face are how to
coordinate the many different
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jurisdictions involved and establish
an approach that can work within
different laws.

“It’s not just the drainage legisla-
tion (administered by Ontario’s
agriculture ministry). It's the Fisheries
Act (administered by the federal
Department of Fisheries and Oceans),
and it’s the Endangered Species Act
(administered by Ontario’s Ministry
of Natural Resources and Forestry),”
Crawhall says.

The program would be voluntary.
“There’s no desire on our side to
compel people,” she says.

For those who want to participate,
the strategy’s organizers would
provide expertise and coordinate
funding for a system’s initial costs.
However, the system would have to
be self-sustaining afterward, and
those using it would be expected to
contribute to maintenance, she says.

Asked why farmers may consider
participating, especially when
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commodity prices are less than stellar,
McCabe says market pressures make
such an approach even more import-
ant.

“We will have an opportunity, if we
are able, to capture this phosphorus,”
he says. “We can bring it back to the
farm again for use.

“It means closing the gap on any
kind of loss to your inputs and having
opportunities to access those inputs
in a cheaper manner. That’s what this
project is about”

To be viable, the venture must be
profitable for the farmer, he adds.
“With profitability comes environ-
mental protection”

Back in Norfolk County, Van
Severen expresses skepticism.

“I believe these projects are very,
very good, but they (the organizers)
have to start by getting the farmers’
trust back,” he says. Laws such as
Endangered Species have created a lot
of worry in his community about the

RUNOFFCONTROL

possible negative effects of conserva-
tion on farm operations if the effort
attracts an endangered species.

Van Severen says he wouldn’t
consider adding a wetland to his
property today. Red tape and regula-
tions that compel instead of educate
landowners to adopt environmentally
friendly practices are “too scary (for)
farmers.”

“(Government) attitudes have to
change” to attract buy-in on a project
of this type, he says. And society
needs to pay its fair share.

McCabe acknowledges that
farmers’ relations with conservation
and drainage authorities become
adversarial all too often. To manage
off-farm runoff, collaboration is
essential, he says.

“The reality is we're all in this
system together. So now let’s close the
gaps and the goals together to make
sure we all understand this is one
landscape, and it has to work” BF

MIX [T UPcs

THE FUTURE
OF AGRICULTURE
DEPENDS ON IT

Find solutions on the
NEW MixitUp.ca website.
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Two-staged ditch tackles erosion

Five years ago, drainage officials and
the owners of 6,000 acres of proper-
ty along the border of the former
Dover and Chatham townships in
Chatham-Kent realized that their
municipal drain had caused massive
erosion.

After 30 years of operation, the
drain had doubled in width, says Eric
Westerberg, one of the municipali-
ty’s drainage superintendents.

To address the problem, they
opted to create a two-staged ditch.
The design introduces benching —
a wider area two-to-three feet above

the drain’s bottom — to accommo- B B

date greater volumes of water and below lake water levels. Judge for yourself whether

reduce its velocity. Westerberg says the changes municipalities are staying ahead
They also added another pump mean greater control over ditch of their annual sewage and bypass

that could drain deeper water. water levels.“You're not bringing the  numbers. Read Better Farming’s
The municipality maintains more ~ water up into the dirt and pullingit ~ annual sewage and bypass report,

than 250 municipal pumping down fast, so we could try to stay now available at:

schemes in areas where the land is ahead of everything.” BF www.betterfarming.com
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Farm dogs

Are they livestock or part of the household? Maybe it’s a bit of both.

by JIM ALGIE

Gretton and his sheep hosted 80

top dogs and their handlers this
year at the Canadian Border Collie
Association’s National Sheep Dog
Trials on his Shepherd’s Crook Farm
near Woodville, east of Toronto. The
day was hot and dry after more than
four weeks without much rain, and
the fields were hard baked.

There came a point on the first day
of competition when organizers
considered a pause. Dog tongues
dangled. Everybody was hot. But
event organizers proceeded, periodi-
cally consulting judges and owners
about the condition of both sheep
and dogs.

They worked carefully through the
weekend, pausing only two days later
when torrential rain and tornado
warnings finally spelled the end of
drought in this part of Ontario.

Holding the trials under such
conditions puts everybody at risk,
said Gretton during a mid-day
interview when temperatures that he
described as “really brutal” hovered
in the plus-30 C degree range.
Gretton, who markets lambs from his
300-ewe, 200-acre operation, had
long since moved his lambs indoors
to begin feeding them hay.

Good husbandry requires care and
attention to the needs of livestock,
and that goes double for the farm
dogs who uniquely serve as farmers’
workers and companions.

Gretton has worked with border
collies throughout his 30 years at
Shepherd’s Crook; he worked with
them even earlier when he was a
child in England. The dogs play the
role of the “hired man,” he said. His
three working dogs live in kennels
along one wall of his drive shed, and
he enters them in international
competitions.

“I had an accident when I was

In punishing August heat, Kevan
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retton hosted this year’s

Natuonal Sheep Dog r|a S at h Shepherd’s Crook Farm near

younger. I can’t run. He (one of the
dogs) will do the running for me,”
Gretton said of his canine help.

“I use a dog, not necessarily every
day. But he gets used quite a bit,
moving sheep, putting them through
the chute, as you would a second
person.”

Gretton’s dog Sid won 153 points
and placed 10th in double lift finals at
this year’s nationals. Sid came well
behind a dog named Dorey who took
the competition with 257 points.
Dorey belongs to Amanda Milliken of
Kingston.

Gretton enjoys trials which mimic
daily field work. They test the herding
skills of individual animals and the
communication between him and his

dogs. Beyond their practical value,
trials also provide opportunities for
travel and socializing.

“We spend February in Florida,
competing (there),” Gretton said. “It’s
a good holiday and good reason to
go”

Teresa Castonguay’s interest in
herding dogs led her to sheep.
Castonguay, an arts administrator
who has a small flock of 40 sheep
near Warkworth, became interested
in border collies while she was
driving in England and saw them
working sheep on rural roads.

“I lived in Toronto, so I got a
border collie and said, ‘Oh, this dog
needs something to do,” she ex-
plained in an interview. She described

Farm News First > BetterFarming.com 27


http://betterfarming.com/

FARMDOGS

i1

Tersa‘ Casjtongu%y isladirector of the Ontario Border Collie Club.
She'is %\Iso’a sheﬁfherd and owner of both border collies and
Mar‘gfmma guardian'dogson her farm near Warkworth.

how she has been juggling employ-
ment as an administrator and the
farm for the past 10 years.

Castonguay and some dog-owning
friends purchased sheep and first
rented space on the outskirts of
Toronto where they could work the
animals.

“Then I said, ‘Right . . . 'm going
to have to come and live in the
country.”

Two dogs — Ross, nine years of
age, and Deacon, three — both herd,
although Ross is beginning to show
his age, and Deacon still needs some

training. When the work ends, both
animals move in with their owner.

“My dogs come out with me; they
work the sheep. But when they come
home, they actually come in the
house and they lie around and look at
me like ‘Why are we just lying here?
Why aren’t we doing something?”

Castonguay also has two Marem-
mas to guard sheep against coyotes.
These dogs, bred and born in the
barn, have no household privileges.

“I have to be able to handle them
so I can give them their shots or clip
their nails or whatever, but they’re not

pets,” she said. “I try not to relate to
them as pets”

For farm dogs, the distinction
between working animals and
personal pets can be fine. The late
James Herriot, once a Yorkshire
veterinarian and author of All
Creatures Great and Small, wrote
about the theme in a short story
about a working dog named Gyp.

“I still stick to my theory: most
farm dogs are pets and they are there
mainly because the farmer just likes
to have them around,” Herriot wrote.
He described the idyllic life of a farm
dog.

“They don’t have to beg for walks,
they are out all day long, and in the
company of their master,” he said. “If
I want to find a man on a farm I look
for his dog, knowing the man won’t
be far away.”

Carolyn Muir Helfenstein, a
retired Teeswater-area dairy farmer
and former weekly newspaper
publisher, believes dogs on a farm
draw together all its elements: land,
livestock, wildlife and humans. “Our
Farm Dog,” her autobiographical
story about a long-gone-but-not-for-
gotten Australian shepherd called
Bruce, appeared in Our Family Farm:
Stories from Bruce & Grey. The book
commemorates the International Year
of Family Farming.
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On the Helfenstein farm, Bruce’s
herding instincts helped Carolyn’s
husband, Harry, with daily cattle
movements. The barn-dwelling herder,
a gift to Harry from Carolyn and her
now adult children, relished his
round-up chores, gathering cows and
moving them under Harry’s direction.
Bruce also chased and killed ground-
hogs, preferred to avoid muddy fields,
played football with visitors and hated
thunder and lightning.

One spring morning many years

We took the popular, fuel-efficient and affordable John Deere 6D ...

Introducing the NEW 6E.

ago when the children were still young,
Bruce nearly drowned when he fell
through ice on a nearby creek. Neigh-
bourhood children watched anxiously
from a waiting school bus until Harry
managed to reach Bruce with a length
of extension ladder and bring him to
safety.

“Bruce knew that Harry and the two
of them were a real team, but the kids
knew him as somebody who would
sneak into the house and watch
television” with them, Carolyn said in
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pull a baler, lift pallets, move a mountain of gravel, mow all day long,
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transmission, 105-, 120-, or
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to Final Tier 4 compliance, giving the 6E power, torque,
fluid efficiency and responsiveness rather than just

emissions compliance alone.

Inside you'll find one of the quietest cabs available
in a utility tractor. The controls are all right
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comfort and visibility.
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DOGS

an interview from her home near
Ripley.

“In our house, there were supposed
to be no dogs, which was a joke
because theyd sneak in anyway;” she
said.

“Almost every farm has a dog, and
every dog has its own personality and
the stories that go with it,” Helfenstein
said. “He’s not always a purebred
anything. He’s often a pup that some-
body else has got to find a home for,”
she said.
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Protect your dogs from on-farm hazards

Vehicles and poisons pose the most
common health hazards for dogs on
Ontario farms, said Justine Rudniski
in a recent phone interview from her
office in Mitchell.

Rudniski is a veterinarian and the
author of “Farm Dog Hazards” which
appears on the website of Mitchell
Veterinary Services.

Unneutered dogs may wander in
search of mates or to defend territo-
ry. Dogs with herding instincts may
attempt to herd vehicles in danger-
ous ways.

The use of restraints (such as
fencing) that keep animals at home
can help prevent them from collid-
ing with vehicles and suffering injury
or death, she said.

Farmer education about the
poison hazards for dogs—notably
slow-release, coccidiostat boluses
used to prevent illness in dairy cattle

— can also help avoid problems.

“These long-acting boluses are
meant to be in a cow’s stomach,’
Rudniski said. “If she (the cow) brings
one of those up and the dog thinks
it's a toy (and) chews on that, those
are invariably fatal,” she said.“It's not
something the dog should ever be
able to get a hold of”

The presence of poison for
controlling rats and other rodents
also represent a farm hazard. Com-
monly used warfarin poisons are
treatable and the effects typically
“can be reversed in a few days,’
Rudniski said. But newer, long-acting
poisons can remain active for as long
as a month and are more difficult to
treat.

Rudniski recommended that dogs
be kept from riding in the bed of a
moving truck or on all-terrain
vehicles, as injuries can result if they

decide to jump out.

Farm dogs who spend much of
their time outdoors need shelter
from extreme weather, both cold
and heat.

In summer, older animals or some
breeds — such as huskies with
double fur coats — may need
grooming to prevent heat stroke.
Access to a kiddie pool of cool water
can help, Rudniski said.

Most of the dogs she sees are
highly valued by farm owners who
are willing to underwrite costly treat-
ments to cure serious illnesses or
injuries.

“That pet is there to play an
important role as that person'’s
companion, day in and day out,
upwards of 12 hours a day. So,
absolutely, it's a special connection,’
said Rudniski of dogs and their farm
owners. BF

McCormick is your agricultural tractor manufacturer,
offering compact, utility, high horsepower, and specialty
tractors ranging from 24 to 255 horsepower.

30 Farm News First > BetterFarming.com

ALMONTE
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HAWLEY’S GARAGE + 613-969-5525
BURGESSVILLE
G.J.S FARM EQUIPMENT « 519-424-9374
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PROFOTA'S FARM EQUIPMENT « 519-354-5100
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J&H SALES AND SERVICE « 519-363-3510
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COURTLAND
BLUE WEST EQUIPMENT + 519-688-0909
COMBER
YURKE SALES & SERVICE + 519-687-2209
DUNNVILLE
R.E. EGGER TRUCK & MACHINE « 905-774-1060
HALLVILLE
B&G LOUGHLIN « 613-989-3839
LINDSAY

MARK McCABE TRACTOR SALES + 705-799-2868
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MORE INFORMATION
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Farming from scratch

Vince and Heather Stutzki have learned that a passion for the business
is crucial for surviving agriculture’s inevitable ups and downs.

by MARY BAXTER

wenty-eight years ago, Vince and
I Heather Stutzki walked into a
bank and asked for a loan to buy
a hilly 200-acre farm south of Paisley in
Bruce County. The couple had met at
the University of Guelph where Vince
studied agriculture (“I was a cropper;,’
he says) and Heather focused on
geography and environmental studies.
Neither came from farm backgrounds.
Vince hailed from Montreal and
Heather from Mississauga.
Ever since he was five and his
family vacationed in Vermont on
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dairy farms, Vince had set his sights
on farming. When they approached
the bank, “we had no equipment, we
had no experience; we had a lot of
ambition,” says Vince. They left with
aloan at 16 per cent interest.

They began with crop production;
Vince worked off-farm as a builder.
In the second year towards winter,
someone asked to winter sheep in
the couple’s empty barn. “The next
thing you know, 10 sheep and a ram
show up,” says Vince.

Today, the flock numbers 900

L |
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UPCLOSE
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ewes and the Stutzkis implement five
lambing periods a year. They’re busy.
“To put it in a cropper’s perspective,”
says Vince, “it would be when you
pull out your corn planter to plant
your corn, you're also pulling your
combine out to combine corn; youre
also pulling the sprayer out to spray
your corn. All in different fields; all
at the same time”

Large flocks are scarce in Ontario;
the Stutzkis suspect the complexity
of such an operation and the work
involved discourage others from
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scaling up. Ontarios average flock size
is 60 ewes, Vince estimates.

Since the mid-2000s, the sheep
have also shaped how the family
approaches its crop rotation. Earlier
this year, the couple won the title
Innovative Farmer of the Year from
the Innovative Farmers of Ontario.
They won partly for their use of what
the pair terms “sandwich” crops
(cover crops) as a way to provide
animals with feed that is mostly
harvested wet but on occasion and
under appropriate conditions,
harvested as dry feed or even grazed
as pasture.

The couple grows soybeans, hay
and silage corn, and in between these
crops others, such as mixed grain
(including fall rye and winter barley),
oats, peas and tillage radish. Many of
these crops are bagged for storage and
then fed back to the sheep in a total
mixed ration system. The Stutzkis

‘The opportunity
lies in managing
your costs and
it's all about
being as efficient
as possible.

have divided 36 acres of permanent
pasture into nine main paddocks.
Each of these in turn is subdivided.
Every year the couple breaks up
three to four acres of a paddock and
then works that area for two years to
control weed and pest pressure and
maintain pasture health. They
introduce temporary crops on which
the animals can graze (or in the
second year can be harvested for
feed), such as corn, Sorghum-Sudan

Keep growing
what you’re sowing

Until the cows come home

Whether you’re a multi-million dollar
enterprise, entrepreneur or emerging
company, you can rely on Collins Barrow
for objective, actionable advice. We are
the audit, tax and advisory experts.

Look to Collins Barrow, Chartered
Professional Accountants, to help
your agri-business grow and prosper.

It’s time to sow the seeds of success.

'\'{' Collins Barrow

Clarity Defined.

collinsbarrow.com
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grass, oats and peas. The Stutzkis
then seed the area once more for
pasture.

“It’s all about managing costs,” says
Vince. “The opportunity lies in
managing your costs and it’s all about
being as efficient as possible”

Now in their 50s, Vince and
Heather recognize the next genera-
tion faces far greater hurdles to break
into farming than they did. In recent
years, their two older sons (they have
four children: three sons and a
daughter) bought a small farm
nearby. The two generations help
each other out.

The family has also embarked on
developing a succession plan, and
one of the key elements the parents
expect their children to bring to the
table is passion.

“If you don’t have the passion, the
business won't follow;” Vince says.
Farming, as he points out, is one of
the only industries prepared to accept
all the risk without knowing what —
and if — a rate of return will follow
the investment. “Your commitment
has to be so strong.”

Describe your role on the farm operation?

VINCE: Heather manages the flock
through record keeping and logistics
and I'm in charge of enacting on
those logistics, making sure those
logistics follow through. Heather is
actively involved (as well) in the phys-
ical aspect of things. (Heather also
works part time as an education
assistant at a local school.)

On the cropping end of things,
that’s my responsibility, along with
my sons. That role is now shifting into
the next generation. It’s not me
deciding anymore; it becomes a group
decision because they have their own
farm that they’re trying to manage.
So, we try to work together on the
decision-making process so that the
rotation works for all of us.

How many people does your farm employ?
VINCE: Just myself and Heather.
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Hours you work per week?
VINCE: 100 hours (each) a week.

How many emails do you receive per day?
VINCE: 20.

Hours a day on a cell phone?
VINCE: Sometimes it’s two hours.

What about your smartphone?

HEATHER: It’s a great communication tool. I use mine
for everything. Emails and texting, etc.

VINCE: I probably use the flashlight more than I do
actually the phone for what it was designed to do (com-
munication). You can capture data; you can record data.
We used to always run with a calculator in our pockets;
now we have everything in one tool that allows us to do
multiple things in a very short period of time.

HEATHER: The only thing it doesn’t do is radio tags.

Any favourite apps?
VINCE: Weather Network.
HEATHER: Instagram.

Hours a day on the Internet?

VINCE: Probably no more than an hour to two hours at
the max. It all depends on if we're trying to research a
project or whether or not we're just quickly checking
emails or checking the weather or —

HEATHER: CBC, actually CBC is probably, just to keep
up to date on —

VINCE: On what’s going on nationally, locally. I think
we have a responsibility to keep ourselves up to speed with
what’s happening in the world somewhat.

How often do you travel?
HEATHER: Once every five years.

VINCE: We went to New Zealand this spring. And that
for us was a dream come true. Being in the sheep industry,
what better place to go to than the country that invented
sheep production on a large scale from an efficiency point
of view?

Number of hours in the office each day?
VINCE: Not enough.

HEATHER: It’s the same, not enough. I do the book-
keeping; don’t get in there very often.

What do you like best about farming?
VINCE: Being able to manage your own time.

What do you like least?
VINCE: Time is our enemy.
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HEATHER: We don’t have enough time to get every-
thing done (as well as wed like).

What is the single most important advice you've received or lesson
you've learned?

VINCE: Not to be afraid to admit that you've made a
mistake or that something just isn't going to work out.
We're good at that. Everything we've learned here is
through mistakes.

HEATHER: Trial and error.

What's your observation about farm succession?

VINCE: We are in the early stages of that conversation. It
is agriculture’s biggest challenge. And we need to start this
conversation always sooner rather than later. There is a
time when it’s too soon, such as placing expectations on
the next generation that they don’t have the ability to
understand or the ability to be able to manage. There’s a
time when the conversation needs to happen but there’s
also a time when it shouldn’t happen —

HEATHER: Or to put the pressure on them that they
have to, have to farm.

Short term labour
that delivers long
term benefits
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What are your hobbies or recreational
activities?

VINCE: Woodworking. I haven’t had
much time lately.

HEATHER: Photography, but I
don’t have much time for that too.

What was the last book you read?

HEATHER: I'm still reading Clara
Hughes’s Open Heart, Open Mind.

don’'t have much time to read, though.

VINCE: We get a magazine from
New Zealand called Country-Wide,
and I read that from front to back. So
we read a lot of periodicals.

What does your family think of farming?

VINCE: They love it. They are just as
passionate about it as we are about it.

What's your management philosophy?

VINCE: We're not afraid to try new
ideas.
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What's your most important goal?
VINCE: To raise the profile of
agriculture so that the next genera-
tion can see the opportunity.

How do you define success?

VINCE: When the goal has been
attained, and we believe that takes a
lifetime.

Is your farm vehicle messy or neat?
HEATHER: Messy.
VINCE: Yep.

HEATHER: It’s not my farm
vehicle. My car is neat.

What are three items in your farm vehicle?

VINCE: A tape measure, a little steel
ruler that allows you to dig the
ground up and just see how far the
seeds are placed apart and how deep
they’ve been planted. And then there’s
always a coffee cup.

What are three items that are on top of
your desk?

VINCE: Computer, calculator.
HEATHER: Stapler.
VINCE: File folders, usually.

What was the last piece of equipment you
bought for your shop?

VINCE: A bead blaster.

What's the best time of day?
VINCE: Morning.
HEATHER: Morning.

What was your most memorable crop or
production year?
VINCE: Last year was an exceptional
crop year for us.

HEATHER: The year the sheep got
killed (11 years ago).

VINCE: Dogs got in and chased a
bunch of sheep around and killed a
whole pile of them. It was a mess. BF
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Are we past the strong headwinds
in the beef industry?

Having survived the downside on cattle prices, we may be headed towards an upward move

— but it may take some time.

by MOE AGOSTINO and ABHINESH GOPAL

ild swings have been the
norm in the beef industry
over the last 10 years, as it

was forced to adjust to severe economic
shocks, such as multiyear droughts,
surging feed prices, etc. Per capita beef
demand is acutely related to the health
of the economy. Owing to a 12-year
trend of declining cattle herd size in
North America, beef prices started
rising — but this situation came to a tip-
ping point in 2014-2015.

Since then, U.S. cattle inventory
rose, from 29 million head in 2014 to
over 31 million head projected for
2017. U.S. beef production is project-
ed to top 26 billion pounds in 2017,
up from just less than 24 billion
pounds in 2014.

But as cattle operators responded
by increasing herd size, they found
that the feedlot/slaughter industry
had already downsized and, as a
result, the price for cattle dropped.
Reports of feedlot liquidations and
bankruptcies have been in the news

D00

L

snaged Maney PosEking

# of contracts

recently, highlighting that the
industry has quickly switched from
expansion mode to liquidation
mode. The United States Department
of Agriculture’s (USDA’s) September
2016 Cattle on Feed report showed
that the number of U.S. cattle on feed
(on feedlots with a capacity of 1,000
head or greater) at the start of
September was 10.1 million head.
This total is a one per cent increase
over last year. This year’s calf and
yearling prices are well short of 2015.
Every semi-trailer load of calves
is worth roughly $30,000 less than at
the same time last year. Despite
sharply lower feed costs, projected
cattle operators’ break even prices
continue to decline. Lower cattle and
feed prices are also causing some cat-
tle feeders to add more weight and
look for better pricing opportunities.
Though cattle producers are
getting less for beef, retail prices are
not dropping accordingly. Indeed,
retail prices are expected to remain

2006-2016 Live Cattle

high. Foodservice demand, which
over the years has become an
increasingly critical driver for the
meat industry, has been weakening.
The Restaurant Performance Index
has been steadily declining since its
peak in 2014. The customer traffic
index decline has outpaced the
broader index. The number of
customers walking through the door
of American restaurants is lower
than a year ago.

The beef supply glut has caused
managed money funds (speculators)
to stay on the sidelines. Compared to
early June 2015, net buy positions in
feeder cattle at the Chicago com-
modities exchange have dropped by
13,864 contracts and are in negative
territory now. On live cattle, the
reduction in length has been by
71,626 contacts for the same time
period.

Finally some good news for cattle
producers and the North American
beef industry, as China’s Ministry of

Farms o

THET BART EEETR

Note: the contracts are of 40,000 pounds each.
Source: U.S. Commodity Futures Trading Commission and Farms.com Risk Management
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Agriculture announced that the country’s ban (since 2003)
on imports of U.S. and Canadian beef has been lifted.
China, being potentially the largest market for beef in the
world, could be a source of strong export demand lon-
ger-term. For January through July of 2016, total U.S. beef
export volume was up four per cent to 640,888 tons, while
value fell 10 per cent to US$3.44 billion. Japan and South
Korea continued to be top performers during this period.
Exports accounted for 13 per cent of total U.S. beef
production, but export value per head of fed slaughter was
$251.82 for January through July, down 13 per cent over
the first seven months of 2015.

Looking at the spring and early summer North Ameri-
can cattle placements, a lot of cattle would be put directly
into the late summer finishing period. After seeing those
high numbers of slaughters in the late summer and early
fall, weekly slaughter numbers were reduced in late
September and contributed to a decrease in beef supply
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When you buy a KIOTI tractor you can |
field. And you can be even more confi
KIOTI Warranty. Visit your local Kioti d

Beards Farm Supply Doug’s Small Engines |
Coldwater 705-325-3133 (astleton 905-349-3027 !
Blue West Equipment Feenstra Equipment Ltd
Courtland 519-688-0909 Athens 613-024-2805

Bromley Farm Supply Ltd  Gateview Equipment Ltd
Douglas 613-649-2457 Kingston 613-544-6363

|
|
|
|
Coleman Equipmentinc  Halnor Farm Equipment |
New Dundee 519-696-2213 - Waterford 519-443-8622 |

|

|

DeGagne Enterprisesinc  Ken Brownlee & Sons
Kenara 807-468-5540 Earlton 705-563-2212

*non-Commarcial, residential use only, Applies to C5, CK10, DK10 and Mx model
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aaler for mure details.

erby Independent Tractor
Sterling 613-395-2176

ucera Farm Supply Ltd
Alvinston 519-898-2961

ebel Chainsaw & Auto Repair
garst 705-362-4858

o5 Jean-Claude Cayer Enterprises
imoges 613-443-2293.

laxwell Farm Services
axwell 519-922-2108°

KiOTT tractars. (el hhunrm
ar for y
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McGavin Farm Equipment  Trottier Farm Equipment
Walton 519-887-6365 Alexandria-613-525-4009

Noelville Rental & Sales Turf Care Products Canada e
Noelville 705-898-3201 Medina 519-349-2400 Kioti.com

R.E. Egger Truck & Machine

— Dunnyille 905-774-1060

Regional Tractor Sales Ltd
Freelton 905-659-1094

Tractorland Inc

Gufmleyﬂﬂ&?lﬁ-ﬂ&?
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Average Canadian Retail Beef Prices, 2012 to 2016

CAD 5 mer kg

Source: Statistics Canada, Farms.com Risk Management

Preventative Maintenance From Every Angle

Preventative maintenance gives you peace of mind when you're in the field - it's a critical
factor to increasing equipment reliability, resale value, operating efficiency, and achieving
maximum productivity. AGCO Parts PM360 program lets you customize a preventative
maintenance plan with your dealer that fits your machines and schedule.

Your AGCO Parts dealer offers one of the best warranty plans in the industry - 12 months
on parts, 6 months on labor when parts are installed by a qualified AGCO Parts dealer.
SCHEDULE YOUR EQUIPMENT FOR A PM360 INSPECTION.

DEALERS

Advantage Farm Equipment Elliott Farm Equipment McKeown Motor Sales
Essex, Inwood, London, Thamesville, Pembroke Springbrook

Wyoming

C.L. Benninger Equipment Hawley's fiarage Shan.tz Farm

Belleville Equipment
Chatham
Alma
Dan R. Equipment Hyde Brothers Farm
Gananoque, Plantagenet, Equipment Yurke Sales & Service

Winchester Hensall Comber

SAVE 15% on genuine AGCO Parts with
qualifying PM360 inspections and repairs.

Offer valid August 1 - December 31, 2016

& AGCO Apphabie bor US and Cansds customers only. GO0 resenies U right 1o changs of Fesond D oier ol any time
1—:— St T AGDD Parts, the AGCD Parts logs, AGCD and the AGCD logs ans irademarks of 0000 2016 B044_A
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pressure on the market. Record
amounts of U.S. meat in cold storage,
though, will remain a hangover
near-term.

Looking to 2017, carcass weights
and export demand (global growth)
will be the key price drivers. The fact
that the summer 2017 deferred future
contract months are at a discount to
nearby futures suggest that there is
more risk to the upside in 2017,
compared to current prices.

The worst may be behind us but, of
course, we still need to get past the
rest of 2016.

Cheaper feed is a blessing but
farmers should not remain too
complacent as feed prices don’t tend
to stay down forever.

According to averages from 40 year
trends, grain prices tend to bottom
between Oct. 1 and Oct. 8. Having
survived the downside on cattle
prices (which was a drop of over 40
per cent since its peak in summer/fall
2015), we may be headed towards an
upward move in the cyclical beef
industry.

Historically, however, markets take
time to recover and it could take as
long as one to three years. BF

Maurizio “Moe” Agostino is chief
commodity strategist with Farms.com
Risk Management.

Abhinesh Gopal is a commodity research
analyst with Farms.com Risk
Management.

Risk Management is a member of the
Farms.com group of companies. Visit
RiskManagement.Farms.com for more
information.
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40 years of
genes that fit your farm:

I

On 60 000 farms and 20 mllhon acres across Canada
the name SeCan is trusted for exceptlonal seed value.

Canadlan farmers plant SeCan genetics This is your land. And these
on more acres than any other seed brand. =~ are your genetics. ;
~SeCan is not a seed company. As “Canada’s - Call your SeCan seed retailer ¥

Seed .Pa.rtner » we're a not-for-profit member ¢ genes that fit your farm.
association that has returned more than 3
97 million dollars to Canadian plant breeders.
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SeCan. Genes that fit ynur farm? .

Genes that fit your farm® is a registered trademark of SeCan. "
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Limestone application basics

Learn about the type and rate of limestone application to correctly adjust the pH of your soils.

by DALE COWAN

The fall season is a great time to
soil sample after the completion
of harvest. It allows ample time
for turnaround of soil reports from the
laboratories.

After receiving the sample report,
one of the first results to look at is soil
pH. This single measurement of your
soil indicates whether your soil is
acidic, neutral or basic. The pH scale
is read in the lab on an instrument
with a logarithmic scale that ranges
from 0 to 14. A pH below 7 indicates
increasing acidity, a pH of 7 is neutral
and a pH above 7 indicates increasing
alkalinity.

The importance of knowing this
reading is that the pH controls the
solubility or availability of soil
nutrients, as well as the availability of
applied nutrients from manures, bio
solids and commercial fertilizers. It
can also be used to develop nutrient
management strategies on fertilizer
applications and methods of place-
ment.

As soil pH drops below 6.2, the

-
4 3

Vi

soil is beginning to become acidic
enough to warrant adjustments for
most field crops. The adjustment to
raise soil pH is accomplished with an
application of agricultural limestone.

The limestone application rate is
determined by another lab reading
called buffer pH (BpH). When the
soil pH drops below 6.2, labs auto-
matically run the BpH test. (Some
labs run the BpH at 6.5.) BpH
measures the amount of acidity that
needs to be neutralized.

The following steps are required to
determine the application rate of
limestone. First, determine the
desired target pH for the crops to be
grown in the rotation. Next, use the
chart shown on the following page to
locate the BpH and the resulting
recommended rate of limestone. As
an example, the target pH of 6.5 and
BpH of 6.3 results in a lime recom-
mendation of 5 MT/ha or 2.2 short
tons per acre.

Once you have determined the
proper application rate, you must

R
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choose the most appropriate type of
lime: calcitic or dolomitic. Calcitic
contains mostly calcium carbonate
and dolomitic may contain up to 13
per cent magnesium carbonate in
addition to calcium carbonate. If the
soil test value for magnesium is below
100 ppm, dolomitic is the ideal
choice. Not only does this lime
application neutralize the soil acidity
but it is also the most economical way
to add the essential nutrient magne-
sium to your soil.

But we are not done making the
final rate decision just yet. We need to
look at the Agricultural Index (AI).
This is a measure of limestone quality.
The chart below assumes you will use
a limestone with an Al of 75. Al'is a
factor based on the neutralizing value
and fineness rating of the lime.

The Al is determined by a lab test.
The lab titrates for neutralizing value
expressed as the calcium carbonate
equivalent as a percentage and runs
the sample through a series of sieves
to get a particle size. Coarse particles

tfoxfoto/iStock/Getty Images photo
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Ontario
Federation of
Agriculture

OFA 2016 AGM

FIND OUT WHY
PRECISION MATTERS

Meet up with Ontario agriculture at the Ontario Federation of
Agriculture (OFA) 2016 Annual General Meeting. It’s a great time
to catch up with friends and neighbours, and take some new ideas
back home. Precision Matters is the theme for this year’s event.

OFA Annual General Meeting
Precision Matters

November 21 & 22, 2016
International Plaza Hotel
655 Dixon Road, Toronto, ON

Delicious Ontario Harvest Celebration

Informative and engaging workshops

Elections for president, vice presidents and director-at-large
Held in conjunction with Ontario Young Farmers Forum

ANANENENEN

Popular fundraising silent auction

Watch OFA’s website for more details on the agenda. Pre-registration
is required — contact kelly.alves@ofa.on.ca or 519.821.8883 ext. 204.

Portions of the convention will be livestreamed at ofa.on.ca

OFA: Celebrating 80 years of advocating
for Ontario agriculture.

ofa.on.ca | u @0ntarioFarms @OFABenefits | Ynu /OntarioFarms | n /OntarioFarms
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CROPS: YIELDMATTERS : Visit your local STIHL Dealer
for more information!

Alliston « New Tec Recreation - 705-435-5206
Ancaster - Brother’s Equipment Rentals - 905-648-4489

Lime Requirements to Correct Soil Acidity Based on Soil pH Aylmer - Aylmer Home Hardware - 519-773-3186
d Soil B ff H Barrie « Richview Lawn Equipment - 705-722-8400
an ol urter p Belleville - Deerhaven Farm & Garden Ltd. - 613-962-5021

Belmont - Dale Equipment Centre - 519-644-0670
Brampton « Green Tractors » 905-846-2511

Brockville - 1000 Islands Sales & Rentals Ltd. - 613-345-2753

7.0 0 2 (0-9) 1 (0-5) 1 (0-5) Campbellford - Wm. J. Thompson Farm Sup. Ltd - 705-653-3540
Casselman - Lafleche Sales & Service - 613-764-5406
6.9 3 (1 3) 2 (09) 1 (05) 1 (05) Chatham « Chatham Outdoor Power « 519-354-3990
Coldwater - Coldwater Rental - 705-686-9900
6.8 3(1.3) 2(0.9) 1(0.5) 1(0.5) Dundalk - Highland Supply - 1-800-265-9154
Dundas - Windmill Power Equipment - 905-628-3055
6.7 4(1.8) 2 (0.9) 2(0.9) 1 (0.5) Dunnville - Peter’s Engine & Rental Centre - 905-774-7615
Earlton - Green Tractors - 705-563-2134
6.6 5(2.2) 3(1.3) 2(0.9) 1 (0.5) Elmira - Martin’s Small Engines Ltd. - 519-669-2884
Erin « Ed Stewart’s Equipment Ltd. - 519-833-9616
6.5 6 (27) 3 (1 3) 2 (09) 1 (05) Exeter « Becker Power & Leisure « 519-235-2757
Fergus - Universal Rental Services - 519-843-4570
6.4 7 (3.1) 4(1.8) 3(1.3) 2(0.9) Fonthill - Pic’s Motor Clinic - 905-892-3041
Fordwich - Boyd's Farm Supply - 519-335-3539
6.3 8(3.6) 5(2.2) 3(1.3) 2(0.9) Formosa - Lloyd Kuntz Sales & Service - 519-367-2913
Glencoe - Fulline Farm & Garden Equip. Ltd. - 519-287-2840
6.2 10 (4.5) 6(2.7) 4(1.8) 2 (0.9) Goderich - Argyle Marine & Small Engine - 519-524-5361
Godfrey « L.D. PowerSports - 613-374-5604
6.1 11 (4 9) 7 (3 1) 5 (2 2) 2 (O 9) Halton - Green Tractors - 905-878-2121
: : : : : Hanover - Bruce Service Sales & Rental + 519-364-6345
Ingersoll - Ingersoll Rent-All - 519-485-4231
6.0 13 (58) 9 (40) 6 (2‘7) 3 (1 3) Ingnisﬁl -Alcgna Rental-All - 705-431-5894
Kemptville - Kemptville Building Centre - 613-258-6000
5.9 14 (62) 10 (45) 7 (31) 4 (1 8) Kitchener - Connect Equipment Corporation « 519-696-2568
Kitchener - Hobden's Small Engines « 519-570-0162
5.8 16 (7-1) 12 (54) 8 (36) 4 (1 8) Kingston « Green Tractors « 613-541-3912
Langton - Sinnaeve Equipment Centre - 519-875-4439
57 18 (80) 13 (58) 9 (40) 5 (22) Leamington - Economy Rental Centre - 519-322-2319
London - Hyde Park Equipment Ltd. - 519-471-1400
5 6 20 (89) 15 (67) 11 (49) 6 (2.7) Madoc - Madoc Farm Supply - 613-473-4227
Meaford - Rice’s Home Hardware - 519-538-3830
55 20 (89) 17 (76) 12 (54) 8 (36) Medina « Turf Care Products Canada - 519-349-2400
Metcalfe - Allan Johnston Repair & Sales - 613-821-4263
54 20 (8.9) 19 (8.5) 14 (6.2) 9 (4.0) Midland - Norsim Equipment Ltd - 705-526-4262
Milverton « Albrecht’s Chainsaw Service « 519-595-2579
53 20 (8.9) 20 (8.9) 15 (6.7) 10 (4.5) Mitchell - Wighty’s Repairs Inc. - 519-348-0404
Mount Forest - Robert’s Farm Equipment « 519-323-2755
5.2 20 (8.9) 20 (8 9) 17 (7.6) 11 (4.9) Neustadt - The Windmill - 519-799-5342
New Sarum - JDS All Season Power Inc. - 519-773-8001
5.1 20 (89) 20 (89) 19 (85) 13 (58) Nobleton « Green Tractors « 905-859-0581
North Bay - Arnstein Lawn & Garden Company - 705-472-8500
Omemee - Green Tractors « 705-799-2427
5.0 20(8.9) 20(8.9) 20(8.9) 15(6.7) Orangeville - Henry’s Lawn & Garden Equip. - 519-941-0980
Oshawa « Durham Kubota - 905-655-3291
4.9 20 (89) 20 (89) 20 (8 9) 16 (7'1) Peterborough « Heming Lawn & Garden - 705-742-6249
Petrolia - Podolinsky Equipment Ltd. - 519-844-2360
4.8 20 (89) 20 (89) 20 (89) 18 (80) Plantagenet - DanR. - 613-673-5129
Port Perry - Green Tractors - 905-985-9701
4.7 20 (89) 20 (89) 20 (89) 20 (89) Prescott - Beach Home Hardware - 613-925-4286
4 6 20 (8 9) 20 (8 9) 20 (8 9) 20 (8 9) St. Catharines - St. Catharines New Holland - 905-688-5160

Stevensville - Lapp Cycle & Parts Ltd. - 905-382-2425
Stouffville - Hutchinson Farm Supply - 905-640-2692
Strathroy - Tadgell’s - 519-245-1103
SW Ontario - Premier Equipment - premierequipment.ca
Tillsonburg - Chesterman Farm Equipment - 519-842-5977

! Buffer pH in Ontario is measured using the Shoemaker, MacLean and Pratt (SMP) buffer.
Other jurisdictions may use different buffers, which will give similar but not identical results.

% Lime if soil pH below 6.1. Wallenstein - E&F Sauder Sales - 519-669-2192
* Lime if soil pH below 5.6. Waterdown - Weeks Hardware - 905-689-6618
* Lime if soil pH below 5.1. 1

Source: Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs. Agronomy Guide for Field
Crops - Publication 811.
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$26995 STIHL

WITH 16" BAR

Ms 170 Displacement 301ce E
= Power Output ... . 1.3kW
Gas Chain Saw. [ weigt ... 3.9 kg (8.6 1h)*

MS 180 C.BE MS 250 . MS 271

349 WITH16" BAR 449 WITH16” BAR 549 MSRP §559.95
WITH 16" BAR

31.8cc/1.5kW /4.2kg (9.3 1b)* 45.4cc/2.3kW /4.6kg (10.11h)* 50.2cc /2.6 kW /5.6 kg (12.3 In)*

STIHL
M-Tronic

MS 311 MS 241 C-M

599 MSRP $659.95 649 MSRP $709.95
WITH16” BAR

WITH 16" BAR
59.0cc / 3.1KW /6.4 kg (14.11b)* 426¢cc/2.2KW / 4Tkg (10.4 In)*

WRECEIVER® RE]:':-woon Pnoﬂ{w
with the purchase'of any=———sWoodsman Carrying Case /

I

eligible STIHL Chain Saw. =+ OILOMATIC® Chain Loop

f v 0 o

STIHLCanad:
== AN $85 VALUE! + STIHL Hat
- Feature prices are in effect until December 2, 2016 for all power tools at participating STIHL Dealers, while supplies last.
www.stihl.ca R

**Don’t miss your chance to get the Wood-Pro™ Kit. Simply purchase any one of the following chain saws between now and December 2, 2016 and you will
receive a STIHL Wood-Pro™ Kit FREE. This kit includes: a Woodsman® Carrying Case, STIHL hat and a replacement loop of OILOMATIC®chain - an $85 value! Hat

may not be exactly as shown. Offer valid until December 2, 2016, while supplies last. Eligible Models: MS 150 C-E, MS 170, MS 171, MS 180 C-BE, MS 181 C-BE,
MS 193 C-E, MS 211, MS 231, MS 241 C-M, MS 250, MS 251, MS 251 C-BE, MS 271, MS 291 C-BE, MS 311 and MS 391.
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Example Calculation of Fineness Rating of a Limestone

Coarser than No.10 sieve'
No.10 to No. 60 sieve?

Passing through No. 60 sieve
Fitness Rating

40 x 0.4
50 x 1.0

' A #10 Tyler sieve has wires spaced 2.0 mm apart.

2 A #60 Tyler sieve has wires spaced 0.25 mm apart.
Source: Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs. Agronomy Guide for Field Crops - Publication 811.

offer no value in neutralizing acidity.
Therefore, coarse lime is discounted
in the AI calculation. Any particle
greater than a #10 sieve has zero
neutralizing power. The above table
illustrates the calculations to deter-
mine the fineness rating.

The Agricultural Index is deter-
mined by multiplying the neutraliz-
ing value by the fineness rating.
Assuming a lab determination of 99
per cent neutralizing value multiplied

by the fineness rating of 66 from the
table above results in an AI of 65. (99
X 66/100)

To calculate the rate adjustment
for limestone with differing AL, use
the following equation:

Rate of application of limestone
= limestone application rate from
soil text x (75 + Agricultural Index
of limestone)

The adjustment that needs to be
made to the rate from the previous

iT SBEEN TESTED AROUND THE WORLD:

IT’LL FEEL RIGHT AT HDME ON VOUH FARM.

"I'hu- no. M

www.masseyferguson.us

CHECK CUT THE MASSEY FERGUSON 5700 SERIES

C.L. Benninger Equipment
Chatham

Elliott Farm Equipment
Pembroke

Dan R. Equipment Hyde Brothers Farm Equipment
Gananoque, Plantagenet, Winchester Hensall
rand of AGCD Cadg

CI0E AGEE Comporation, Mamtsy Forguson s & wodkimics

oralian AGLD

Maple Lane Farm Service Shantz Farm Equipment
Mount Forest Alma

McKeown Motor Sales W.J. Lambert & Sons Ltd
Springbrook Beaverton

ais] Wy Forguace am fradenadia of AGKD, AR rgfs masrved, MFREPOZOCH
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=16
=50
=66

example is calculated as follows: 5 x
(75 + 65) = 5.8 MT/ha. An applica-
tion of 5.8 MT of Al 65 limestone is
necessary to have the same neutraliz-
ing power as 5 MT of AI 75 lime. This
adjustment assures we are applying a
sufficient quantity of limestone to
make the necessary adjustment to the
soil pH.

This adjustment is more important
with limestone with a lower Al If the
limestone being used only has an AI
of 45, the adjustment becomes 5 x (75
+45) = 8.3 MT/ha. This rate change
is required for proper pH adjustment
but the higher application rate
needed adds to the application cost.

Choose limestone sources careful-
ly, obtain a lab analysis of the Agri-
cultural Index and be aware of
necessary rate changes if the Al is
different than 75.

It is also worth noting that if the
AT was 85, the rate adjustment would
be 5x (75 + 85) = 4.4 MT/ha. Rate
adjustments can lead to either
increased or decreased application
amounts.

I have heard it said many times by
farmers and industry personnel that
limestone is limestone. I trust you
now see there is more involved in
determining the proper application of
limestone. The goal is to adjust soil
pH when the soil test indicates it is
necessary using the correct type of
limestone and the right application
rate. BF

Dale Cowan is a senior agronomist with
AGRIS Co-operative Ltd. and Wanstead

Farmers Co-operative Ltd.
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LET'S START PLANNING FOR

WHAT'S NEXT

It's never too late to start planning for
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Exploring conservation tillage options

Calculate crop residue and consider the best practices for your fields.

by PATRICK LYNCH

speak at a number of grower

meetings focused on variety and
hybrid plots. To add another dimen-
sion to the meetings, the organizers
invited several companies to demon-
strate their conservation tillage. (An
early corn hybrid was planted and
harvested before the conservation till-
age.)

After each piece of equipment we
would discuss the results. Was the
tillage too deep? Was it level enough?
Was there enough residue?

It became obvious during the first
meeting that growers did not know
how to measure the crop residue that
was left. During the 1980s, we had to
measure residue as part of a govern-

I recently had the opportunity to

MEMBERS

Look for your new

I
HMark's
Pay As You Go
Account Card
in this issue.

Need more than 4 cards?
Call OFA Member Relations
at 1-800-668-3276

e the required number of cards.
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ment program that was giving grant
money for conservation tillage. We
had a “line transect.” This was a
50-foot-long rope with knots at every
foot. We would count the number of
knots that had a significant piece of
residue under them. Then, we would
multiply this number by two in order
to determine the per cent residue
cover.

At the tillage demonstrations, we
improvised. We used a metal plot
stake that had holes about every inch.
We counted the number of holes that
had significant residue showing
through the hole.

We counted the residue under 25
holes and multiplied by four in order

A benefit for every person who works on your farm.

Show your

Mark's

COMMERCIAL

Pay As You Go Account Card
at any Mark’s store to receive

10% Savings
Everyday

on regular priced items listed on the card. Card expires November 1, 2017
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to reach the percentage. For example,
residue under nine holes out of 25
would be 36 per cent residue cover.

You can do such calculations
yourself in your fields.

The magic number for residue
cover is 30 per cent. At this level,
erosion is reduced to about one ton
per acre. Farmers and industry
representatives involved with soil
conservation agree this is an accept-
able level. I like to see about 40 per
cent residue in the fall. You will lose
some residue over the winter and
some will move with rain.

The reason you want to have crop
residue is to break the fall of rain
drops. Rain falls and hits the ground
at about 20 miles per hour. If rain hits
the soil it breaks the soil particles
apart. Once the small soil fragments
break away they move into the pores
in the soil that earthworms have
formed. The soil fragments plug these
holes. Then the water runs across the
soil surface and possibly even off the
field. Crop residue on top of the soil
breaks the force of the rain drop. It
also slows the movement of soil
across the field.

The results of our demonstrations
were interesting. First, growers were
pretty good at guessing what per cent
residue cover was left.

Secondly, the different conserva-
tion tillage tools left varying amounts
of residue, ranging from less than 15
per cent to about 40 per cent residue.
When the corn was combined, half of
the header had stalk choppers and the
other half was combined without
chopping stalks. In some cases when
the stalks were chopped with some
types of equipment, there was less
crop residue on top than if the stocks
were not chopped. But, with other
machines, the amount of residue was
greater.

When managing residue there are
a number of factors that affect the
amount of residue left on the soil. The
depth and speed of the tillage tool
affects the per cent of residue cover.

Better Farming November 2016

2017 ORDER

PROGRAM
ORDER YOUR SALFORD
NOW FOR THE BEST
PRICE IN 2017*

NO INTEREST,
FOR UP TO 6 MONTHS
NO PAYMENT
FDH I_JF' TE] 1 YEAR®

NEW I-5100

MAXIVUM RESIDUE nammnm 5 mcﬁ blade .q:iawng and
specially engineered blade angles give the 1-5100 the power lo stay engaged
in the foughest ground and completely incorporate high volume residue.

CREATE THE ULTIMATE FINISH - residue and create finer
seedbeds with SALFORD INDEPENDENT SERIES equipment and the HD
finishing harrow packages. Choose Salford FlexFinish to change field finish
on the go.

SUPERIOR CLEARANCE - independently mounted blades give the -5100
superior clearance and obsiacle protection with complete soil density in
tough field conditions.

SALFORD GROUP = TILLAGE = SEEDING = APPLICATION

Call your Saiford Dealer today, or visit salfordgroup.com
Ontario & Manitoba, Canada 1-866-442-1293

ANDERSON EQUIP. SALES
Belleville, 613-859-6245

HUB INTERNATIONAL LTD.
Lindsay, 7T05-324-6138

O'NEIL'S FARM
EQUIPMENT LTD

Picton, 513-476-65597
andersonequipment.ca

Port Pery, 905-882-1500
hisbintar.com

Binbrook, S05.572.6714
oneils.ca

C.L. BENNINGER
EQUIPMENT LTD.
Chalham, 519-252-8070
clbenningar.com

HYDE BROTHERS FARM
EQUIPMENT
Hensall, 512-263-2605
hydebrothers. com

REIS EQLIPMENT CENTER
Carp, 613-836-3033
51, Isidore, 613-527-1501
Winchester, 813-T74.2273
Renfrew, 6134324133

E.5.M FARM J & H SALES ST?&E@.‘:&E—?M
EQUIPMENT LTD. & SERVICE Landon, 5196500429
Wallonstein, 519-668-5176 Chasloy, 519-363-3510 Woodslock, 519-423-6264
esrmfamequipment.com haabes. com 5{;sélea OO
G.).'S FARM EQUIPMENT “”%‘iﬁ f.f““ Mpieriogbop |
e i Abvinston, 519-898-2961 Comber, 519-657-2209
[RSeqUIprmant. com Kuceras. com yurkesales.com

HALMOR EQUIPMENT
Waterford, 510.443-8622
halnor.com

MCGAVIN FARM
EQUIPMENT LTD
Walton, 519-BE7-6365
mcgavinequip.com

Farm News First > BetterFarming.com

47


http://betterfarming.com/
http://www.salfordgroup.com/

CROPS: THELYNCHFILE

Avariety of factors affect the amount<.

¥

of residue left on the soil, mcludmg
the depth and speed of the tlllage to‘b| 7/

The set of the disc makes a difference.
A more aggressive angle leaves less
residue. The hybrid makes a differ-
ence. (Some hybrids produce more
residue than others; some break down
easier and some have more lignin.)
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Whether you chop stalks or not
makes a difference. Generally, if you
chop the stalks there is less residue.
The soil type also makes a difference.

Be sure to experiment and see how
much residue you have left. Remem-
ber you want a minimum of 30 per
cent residue cover. To ensure your
calculations are accurate, you should
measure residue in a number of
places across the field.

If you chop stalks, you should do
some type of conservation tillage. If
you do not engage in such tillage,
then there will be a thick mat on the
soil surface next spring. This mat will
lead to a wetter, colder soil than if you

o

I thls i’theréwa‘s r‘n I

p
\30 per’.cent res[duz"'bver "

did not chop the stalks.

One question that was asked was,
what if T have some knolls that tend
to erode? Will 30 per cent residue
cover be sufficient? Probably not. If
this is your situation, then do not
practice conservation tillage on the
knolls.

Lift the equipment when you get to
the knolls or go around them. This
practice will help reduce soil erosion
and give the neighbours something
else to talk about. BF

Consulting agronomist Patrick Lynch,
CCA (ON), formerly worked with the
Ontario agriculture ministry and with

Cargill.
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How far can technology take us?

Ag equipment and technology have developed substantially since the 1950s. Consider the advances
in auto steering, GPS technology and the recent unveiling of concept autonomous tractors.

by RALPH WINFIELD

n late August, both Case IH and

New Holland unveiled concept

autonomous tractors. These
announcements led me to reflect on
the developments in our industry so
far over my lifetime.

The early years

As a young lad in the 1950s, I remem-

ber my first tractor-driving lesson.
My brother put me on the tractor,
showed me the basic operations and
then stood back. I soon learned to
manoeuver that 20-something
horsepower Ford 8N that didn’t have
a fuel gauge or power steering. I
persevered and became a reliable/
dependable operator. I plowed with
two-furrow plows, worked ground
with an eight-foot cultivator and
planted with an old 13-run grain drill
on steel wheels. Strangely enough, I
still have a Ford 8N tractor, as well as
a 15-run grain drill, which is on steel
wheels. Neither one has been in the
field for the last 30 years.

Moving on

As an engineering student in the
early1960s, I had to program a
massive IBM computer using the
Fortran language and punch cards. I
vowed then that computers would
never replace the trusty slide rule

— at least in my work. Looking back,

o

My restored Ford 8
sentimental th

I did pass the “computer appreciation
course” and still have the log/log slide
rule in my desk drawer for nostalgic
reasons.

I also remember the first GPS I put
on the combine in the mid-1990s to
permit the yield monitor to provide
yield maps. That early GPS had to
receive a signal from a ground-based
beacon in the United States in order
to stabilize or correct its signal to the
yield monitor. Those early yield maps
provided some fantastically interest-
ing comparative yield data within a

field.

High-resolution satellite mapping
With the availability of these maps, it
is absolutely incredible what you can
see on and around your own proper-
ties, as well as those of the neigh-

"m i e
e Mg g : i T

actual value:™ ==

bours. Fortunately or unfortunately at
present, they only provide a one-shot
look at crops and property boundar-
ies. However, conservation authority
personnel are working to permit
digital map layering to highlight
erosion-susceptible areas of fields and
to see erosion rates. The availability of
such information will allow conscien-
tious operators to take action to
minimize erosion, such as by switch-
ing to no-till farming or putting in
grassed waterways.

Tracking systems

With the advances in GPS technolo-

gy, farmers can now use auto steering

to help eliminate planting overlap —

which saves seed and fertilizer and re-

duces potential harvesting problems.
These same field-mapping systems
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N
Like'thelittle'Ford
tractor,mylog/logslide’rule
carries a'lot of sentimental value.

are giving rise to the use of drone
systems that can perhaps help to
decrease the need for the traditional
physical crop scouting to find stunted
or discolored plants. These drone
maps permit the zeroing in for
specific soil testing needs or other
Crop suppressing issues.

Can driverless tractors or
combines be far away from use?
Cars not only have backup cameras
and proximity sensors, but some are

capable of parallel parking themselves
on command. Some cars are also able
to sense frontal proximity to other
vehicles and slow down or “set” the
brakes for faster response.

It has been reported that a young
inventor, Matt Reimer, from near
Killarney, Manitoba has operated a
tractor remotely by using his laptop
computer! Fortunately or unfortu-
nately, the system cannot yet be used
legally without an operator on board.

Jordan Wallace of GPS Ontario
showed me a video of a working
remote-control system operating a
carrot cart alongside a carrot harvest-
er in the Holland Marsh. Both units
were following the predetermined
path set out by the GPS. Since both
units had to be operated simultane-
ously, they had to be circled back and
could only work one way across the
carrot field. (The carrots had been
planted sequentially across the field
and thus the harvestable carrots were
only along one side.) By contrast,

given the high storage capacity of
combines, there is only an intermit-
tent need for a grain buggy to pull
alongside when the combine grain
tank is almost full.

In addition to the summer an-
nouncements of Case IH and New
Holland, other equipment manufac-
turers have made notable achieve-
ments in the area of autonomous
tractors. Fendt, a brand of the AGCO
Corporation, won a gold medal at the
Agritechnica in 2011 for its Guide-
Connect — which enables two

Congratulations, Dale!

Adviser’s

Better
Farming ‘

writer

has been

awarded the International Certified Crop

award.

The award recognizes a certified crop adviser who delivers exceptional
customer service, is highly innovative, has shown leadership in their
field, and has contributed substantially to the exchange of ideas and the

transfer of agronomic knowledge within the industry.

Better Farming readers benefit from Dale’s regular advice and insight in
his popular YIELD MATTERS column, and he is expanding his focus in

the magazine to include weather analysis.

Dale is also a senior agronomist and sales manager with AGRIS and

Wanstead. In addition to advising large growers, he mentors 14 CCAs.

Well done and congrats, Dale. We salute you on this honour!

Member of the I“al'l’l’ls,(,’(){Hw Group of Companies.

50 Farm News First > BetterFarming.com

Better Farming November 2016


http://betterfarming.com/
http://www.betterfarming.com/

HOWITWORKS

tractors to work together under the
control of a single operator. Similarly,
Kinze Manufacturing, Inc. has
developed an autonomous grain cart
that can be brought alongside a
combine when requested.

Conclusions

Many of us have lived through
interesting times. I remember when
we did not have hydro-electric power
on the home farm. I not only milked
cows by hand but I also drove a team
of horses as part of the threshing gang
when I was a teenager.

I did get that massive IBM com-
puter programmed using Fortran to
optimize the shape of a water channel
— and passed the course.

I owned an early combine yield
monitor and GPS that allowed me to
acquire very interesting and informa-
tive yield maps. Did I envision an
auto steering system for the combine
at that time? You bet not!

I also remember my first attempts
to off-load the combine on the move.
The process required slowing the
combine a nominal amount to ensure
a constant ground speed and prevent
spillage. I used hand signals to advise
the grain buggy tractor operator to
move ahead or back so we would get
all the grain into the buggy. He, of
course, used the harvested cornrows
as his driving guide.

I envision a future where I will be
able to watch a hands-free combine
operator monitor and control a
tractor and grain buggy alongside a
combine using a computer or tablet.

By the way, I have not used my log/
log slide rule in many years. The
desktop computer and Microsoft
Excel continue to make all the
necessary calculations I need for
“what if” scenarios and to do the
farm accounting for tax purposes.

By contrast this article was dictat-
ed, by my wife (Joan), to one comput-
er and transferred to three others via
some cloud before she could get her
iPhone out of her pocket! BF

Ralph Winfield is a retired professional
engineer, farmer and technical writer.
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Ballasting a mechanical
front-wheel drive tractor

When ballasting a MFWD tractor, consider the weight of the front and back of the machine, as well as
the weight transfer from implements.

by JAAP KROONDIJK

ust hang a full set of weights on

the front of my new mechanical

front-wheel drive (MFWD)

tractor and it will pull like a bear, I

remember a customer telling me
years ago! He had just purchased a
new 220 horsepower MFWD tractor
that he was going to use for some
serious work. He had ordered the
tractor with a nice set of radial tires,
and his statement sure sounded like it

was going to work — but did it?

Next to equipping a tractor with
the right size of tires inflated to the
right pressure, ballasting the tractor
properly is equally as important. And
gone are the days when you simply
filled up the tires with calcium to gain
weight. That approach would likely
ruin the effect of radial tires and
make them as stiff as bias tires.

By simply looking at a MFWD

This tractor has been properly ballasted. Notice the heavier
weights on the back of the tractor;"as opposed to on the front
(also pictured on this page).
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tractor, you can see that the front tires
are smaller than the back tires. Using
that observation you can draw the
next conclusion: the front of the
tractor is not capable of pulling nearly
as much as the back. But, this fact
gets overlooked all the time. If you
want a tractor that will pull equally
on all four wheels, you need an
articulated style with equally-sized
tires on the front and the back.

Another acronym used for a
MFWD tractor is FWA, which stands
for front wheel assist. I think we
should keep this terminology in
mind: the tractor is rear-wheel drive
with a front axle that helps put
traction to the ground. Typically, we
think the tractor is front wheel drive,
and the front wheels do the work. But
what happened to the back of the
tractor? It still needs to do the
majority of the work, hence the
bigger tires and likely a set of duals as
well.

Most tractor manufacturers
recommend a weight split from
between 30 to 40 per cent weight on

Notice the lighter weights on
the front of the same tractor.
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Mary Baxter

Gold Prize, Press Feature

Better Farming's April cover story “Vandalism and Theft
on the Farm” has been awarded the Gold Prize, Press
Feature Award by the Canadian Farm Writers’ Federation.
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the front axle and the corresponding 60 to 70 per cent on
the back axle. The 30/70 split is increasingly becoming the
norm, especially for a tractor that has to use its own
weight to pull.

One such example would be a cultivator that does not
transfer any weight onto the tractor pulling it. While
pulling the cultivator, the tractor is overloaded on the
front as opposed to the back, and will likely go in power
hop mode. And power hop puts the tractor into an uncon-
trollable state of bouncing. In severe cases, the tractor
even breaks free from ground contact. If you have never
experienced power hop, talk to someone who has — it is
an unnerving experience. You lose all control and end up
going nowhere. You waste a whole lot of time and money,
spinning your tires and wasting fuel.

On a MFWD tractor, the front axle runs faster than the
back axle. The different axle speeds are needed to account
for the different tire sizes so that the back tires will not
push over the front tires. So the front will always need to
be able to “slip” to get rid of the extra ground speed it
runs.

Overloading the front of the tractor causes the front to
pull too much and it will try to drag the back along. Ata
certain point, the front tires are inevitably going to break
free from ground contact and possibly cause power hop or
a mechanical failure somewhere in the drive line.

Join Our Team

Better Farming, Ontario’s top agricultural
publication, and Farms.com are hiring
exceptional talent for 2 positions.

Inside Sales & Lead Generation
#565565
(ENTRY LEVEL POSITION)

Sales & Business Development
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Apply online on AgCareers.com
and enter the job ID number.
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For average duty pulling, you need approximately 120 Ibs.
of weight per unit of horsepower. A 200 hp tractor, for
example, would need approximately 24,000 Ibs. total
weight with approximately 7,200 Ibs. on the front and
16,800 lbs. on the back.

A lot of tractors are built in such a way that the front is
likely heavier than the recommended weight, while the
rear is a lot lighter than recommended. So, putting a set of
front weights on the tractor makes it look impressive, but
does not improve performance. In fact, the addition of
this weight on the front might hinder your performance
with some unfavourable side effects — like power hop.

On several occasions, I have suggested that farmers
remove their front weights or hang them on the back.
Those who took this advice were pleasantly surprised.
Unless you need those weights on the front for lifting a
heavy three-point implement, don’t hang them on the
tractor until you have the rear of the tractor properly
weighed down with a set of wheel weights or a ballast
weight hanging on the quick hitch. The latter type of
weight gives you the flexibility to remove it quickly if
necessary.

If you are using an implement that will transfer weight
to your tractor, you will need to account for that weight in
your calculations. And, as noted in the October edition of
Better Farming, remember to adjust your tire pressure so it
will carry the weight properly but still allow enough flex
in your radial tires for proper weight distribution and
traction.

When in doubt, ask your tire supplier to provide small
portable weigh scales so you have accurate weight and
pressure recommendations directly from the experts. BF

Jaap Kroondijk is a farm boy mechanic who lives near
Woodstock.
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Statistics Canada has released data on the 2015 farm debt levels and the Canada West Foundation is
raising concerns about the implications of these figures.

by BARRY WILSON

ven for veteran agriculture
Ewatchers, this year’s Statistics

Canada tally of 2015 farm debt
levels was (pick your cliché) eye-pop-
ping, jaw-dropping or just plain
amazing.
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Connect Equipment
Chepstow 519-366-2325

DeBoer’s Farm Equipment
Elora 519-846-5388

Elliott’s Farm Equipment
Pembroke 613-638-5372

G.J.’s Farm Equipment
Burgessville 519-424-9374

Ken Brownlee
& Sons Equipment
Earlton 705-563-2212

After 23 years of annual debt
increases since 1993 that had more
than tripled national farm debt levels
from $23 billion to $84.5 billion in
2014, Canadian farmers piled on
another $7.3 billion in debt in 2015 to
reach $91.8 billion.

It was an 8.6 per cent increase in
the level of debt, the highest one-year
increase in history.

A few years ago when debt was
billions of dollars lower, George
Brinkman, distinguished University
of Guelph professor and agricultural
economist (emeritus), called it a
“ticking time bomb” because:

M An end to a long run of record-

low interest rates would make the

debt much more difficult and

expensive to service;
B A decline in commodity prices
or several years of climate-related
crop failure would push many
indebted farmers to the brink,
since debt servicing comes from
cash flow rather than asset value;
and
M American producers tend
to have lower average debt levels
and therefore less exposure and a
lower cost of production, so they
typically have a competitive
advantage in markets where
Canadian and U.S. agricultural
products compete.
Still, rising farm debt levels have
not been the subject of major focus in
farm sector politics or mainstream
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Reis Equipment Centres
Carp 613-836-3033
Winchester 613-774-2273
St. Isidore 613-527-1501

Sunova Implement
Lakeside 519-349-2075

©2016 CLAAS of America Inc. Subject to credit approval through CLAAS Financial Services. See participating dealer for details and great financing rates. Product and specifications subject to change without notice.

Get first class forage harvesting with the
complete line of mowers, rakes, tedders
and balers from CLAAS. Reliable
technology, seamless operation and
robust machinery makes for outstanding
performance. Ask your dealer about

the complete line of CLAAS balers and
hay tools. Special financing available
through CLAAS Financial Services
October 1-December 31, 2016.

ceans ||| |||

claas.com
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political debate. This lack of discus-
sion is certainly the case in Ontario.
With many sectors coming off several
years of good commodity prices and
income, debt servicing hasn’t been
seen as a major issue. Besides, some
might say farm asset levels are rising
so what’s the problem?

Well, according to the influential
Calgary-based Canada West Founda-
tion (CWEF), a privately-funded
policy think tank that examines
economic issues affecting Western
Canada, there are potentially several
problems.

With a generational change and
consolidation underway on many
farms, more debt financing is inevita-
ble to pay for buyouts and transition,
even as some retiring farmers pay
down debt.

And to assume that the current
run of rock-bottom interest rates will
continue indefinitely may not be the
best farm financial business plan.

This summer, CWF published a
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With a generational change and consolidation undefway on
many farms, more debt financing isinevitable.

discussion paper and launched a
consultation with Prairie farmers on
the debt issue.

Sarah Pittman, a Foundation
intern involved in the project, says
western farmer feedback has been
varied with no consensus about the
severity of the debt overhang or what
could be done about it, but “it does
seem to be a significant concern to
many of our respondents”

She also raised some not-too-dis-
tant history to illustrate that changing

YinYang/E+/Getty Images photo

conditions can transform a manage-
able issue into a crisis.

In 1980, a Canadian farm popula-
tion more than double the current
level was carrying a debt of approxi-
mately $23 billion, interest rates were
stable and debt servicing manageable.
Lending institutions reported a low
level of defaults.

In little less than a year, the
economy stagnated, interest rates
soared into double digits and tens of
thousands of farmers across the coun-

\r
ADVANCED AGRICULTURAL
LEADERSHIP PROGRAM

Why Follow...
When You Can Lead?

It takes the right skills, experience,
education and expertise to be a leader.

The Advanced Agricultural Leadership Program (AALP) is a 19-month
executive development program designed to help you develop
leadership skills and a thorough understanding of today’s key
issues and opportunities in agriculture. Not to mention you'll join
a network of 450+ top leaders from Ontario’s agriculture industry.

Take the lead. Apply for AALP Class 17 today. To learn more,
visit www.ruralontarioinstitute.ca/aalp or call 519-826-4204.

ams RURAL ONTARIO
s [NSTITUTE
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try found themselves unable to
service debts and in threat of losing
their farms. Many did.

Lenders became some of the
biggest farm property owners in the
country. The Farm Credit Corpora-
tion (as it was then known) needed a
massive government bailout to cover
losses.

“One of the reasons I find agricul-
ture debt such a compelling story is
(because of) some conversations I
have had with my father (a farmer
himself), particularly when talking
about the debt crisis of the early
1980s,” Pittman said in an interview.
“Prime interest rates spiked in the
early 1980s, which led to defaults on
farming loans and an exodus of some
farmers from the business. The debt
levels we are looking at in farming
today are much higher than they were
in the late 1970s, before the debt
crisis. This is an important lesson to
remember”

At the very least it is a lesson
farmers, their leaders and politicians
should be reflecting on and discuss-
ing. BF

Barry Wilson is a member of the
Parliamentary Press Gallery and
specializes in agriculture.
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SAVE “100

Buy One - Get One FREE!

Replacement Chain Offer:
Purchase any ECHO chain sa&w and & loop of replacament chain
and get & second identical size loop FREE? (525 vabun) orer re v czzin
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Available at these participating ECHO Dealers:

Essen Acvantoge Farm Equipmenl . 5197232058 Woodbridge Joy Garden Equipment Lid . 2058319230
o .. .. Advontage Farm Equipmient . 519652.1552 lngersall . .. Ken's Small Engine Repairs 5194254466
Vyoming. - - Advanlogs Farm Equipment . 519845.3348 Komoka. . . . Kemoko Mochine I . . . .. . 519:657-2113
Grossie .- Mg & Turd Power ... ... /9050454848 Alawondria | lefebwe Small Engnes . .. L 6135253151
Crillia .. . Aban Byers Equipment. . .., T05-325-2748 Snding . . .. Melndosh Metors . .. 6133953757
Ancaster ... Anber's Equipment. .. .., . SIR7534433 Mawwel. . . . Maxwell Farm Serviee . . .. 5199222108
Brodhagen . . B & K Tire & Battery -519385.2248 Wallon . . .. McGavin Farm Equipment Ud . 51988746345
Brordiond . . . Bobeolof Branthord .. .. .. S19752.790G Limo . Michel Blais Soles & Service 613443-1230
Homitor ., , Bobeat of Homillon ., ... . 9056433177 Wiarlon. . _ . Pinkerlon's Small Equipment . 519.534.0450
lordoni . ... Bobeot of london - .. ... 5194554900 Allisten . .. . Renlshop Inc. . .. .. T05-435-3844
Seotand |, Bront Farm Supply ... ST94453935  Listowe! | .. Riverside Power Equipment, . 5194183120
Dusony . . .. Bubch's Small Engines .. . 5197625683 Chesley . . . . Robert's Form Equipment . . 519-363-3192
Mew Duncee Coleman Equipment Ubd . .. 5196862213 lucknow. . . . Robert's Form Equipment ., 519-529:7995
Connect Equipment Corp. . . 5108569512 . Robartson RentAll Inc. . . .. &13834-1077

. Counitry Garden & Racrection. 5198322633 & .+ Souftrwest Small Engine Sales 5196758938

6133815500 3 Marys

ananague . Dan R Equipment. . ... oo 5 Marys Rentals [ne. ... 5192844544
Winchestar . Don R Equipment. .., .. .. 613673:5830 Warsaw, ., , TG. GQuirk Heldings Ud, . . . 7056528758
Elore ..... DeBoer's Form Equipment. 5196465388 Orongevills . Universol Renlal Services . . . 519:04].1571

Woobwich Rerdals ond Soles . 5196690524
. Dedir's Sedes & Manufochiring . 5195957579

Meatord Eorth Power Troclors & Equip. S1%:538.1660 Elmira
Stayrear . . - - Earth Power Traclors & Equip. 705428:3132 Millank
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A recent
discovery by
researchers at
DuPont
Pioneer could
help farmers
manage western
corn rootworm, a
destructive insect that
feeds on the roots, pollen

(
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Promising discovery for controlling
western corn rootworm

and leaves of corn and ultimately
shrinks crop yields.

In a September press release Neal
Gutterson, DuPont Pioneer vice
president of research and develop-
ment, said the company has discov-
ered a “protein that demonstrates
insecticidal control of western corn
rootworm with a new and different
mode of action”

Getting pesticides to stick on plants

According to MIT News, only two per
cent of pesticide spray adheres to
plants, while the remainder typically
runs off of the plant surface. Re-
searchers at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology are working
on a solution that maximizes pesti-
cide adherence to plant leaves and
reduces this runoft.

The researchers have found that
when a negatively-charged substance

Mario Daccarett, a
California farmer,
has found a way
to keep his 500
) sheep well fed
2 while saving
2 water in the
S
&  process. He feeds
D B
B his sheep a
combination of oats,

\

2o
Jan Sandvik/iS®

meets a positively-charged substance
on a plant surface, the combination
results in improved adherence.

The approach requires the separa-
tion of pesticide spray into two
portions and the addition of a
polymer substance to each portion
before application. The researchers
plan to test their findings on small-
scale farms in India in 2017.

The researchers published their

hay and sprouted barley. He sprouts
the barley seeds indoors using
hydroponic containers and grow
lights.

In an article posted on npr.org,
Daccarett says he produces over 2,000
pounds of sprouts daily and uses “just
two percent of the water it would take
to grow the crop outside” The seeds
are misted hourly with water to start

Analyzing plant odour to detect disease

Imagine having the ability to identify
a diseased plant by its scent before it
showed any visual signs of distress.
Early detection of the affected plant
would allow you to remove it from
your field before it posed a threat to
the remainder of your crop.

XTB Laboratories in California
has developed a technology which is
able to achieve this goal, according to
a September article on Seed World.com.
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Specifically, XTB Laboratories
uses volatile organic compounds
(VOCs) — odours produced by plants
and all living organisms — to detect
the presence of disease. The technolo-
gy has proven successful in citrus
orchards. The company’s website
indicates “XTB’s proprietary algo-
rithms form the basis for a platform
to address many other plant patho-
gens.” BF

Traditional treatment for western
corn rootworm relies on Bacillus
thuringiensis (Bt) protein. Gutterson
said that DuPont Pioneer’s discovery
of a non-Bt protein “could be a
critical component for managing
corn rootworm disease in future corn
seed product offerings.”

The research was published in
Science Magazine in September. BF
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Communications in August. BF

Innovative feed production to conserve water

germination. Within six days the
sprouts stand six inches tall and are
ready for consumption.

Hydroponic containers are expen-
sive but Daccarett estimates he
recouped his initial investment
within a little over one year.

Daccarett says his sheep are pleased
as well. He believes that barley grown
indoors tastes sweeter. BF

Better Farming November 2016


http://betterfarming.com/
http://npr.org/
http://seedworld.com/

Add-A-Valve

# Adds one set of hydraulic remode
outhets

= 15 GPM per outlet 3000 PSI

# Works on any ractor, open or
dlosed center

» Eazy to mount

= One handed operation

# Aluminum body construction

# Commercial grade sealed switch

» Optional lock on 2witch avallable
for continuous aperations

The Snow Edge

The Snow Edga is intanded for
pushing.scraping scaoping, and
dumping snow and sleet with your loades
bucket on relatively Mat surfaces without
damaging concrete or asphalt. The
replaceable wear edges are formed from
a durable high density recycled plastic.

® Depliects concredr surfaces and asphalt
soal coats
® Clamps on 10 ksder Detiets in just setonds
® Psh, scrape, $o0op, and demp Snow
and sleat
& Fasher amd casier than a walk behind
snow biowar
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From forest to farmland and everywhere in between,
Tra c t u r You will have the right tractor for the job.
LS Tractor - Excel in Your Field.

a1

K i 5 = £
| |~ XG:Series!Value Compacts =
| 3- Range Hydrostatic or 12x12 Shuttle Shift Transmission#&*

= Couplers not included www.LSTractorUSA.com

John’s Equipment Sales & Service
Frankford 613-398-6522

Dealers

B & G Loughlin Tractors Inc.
Mountain 613-989-3839

® Extends bucket depth & snow capacity
® Ayailable i 48 inch and 60 inch sizes

MOHAWK

Bourbonnais Equipment Inc. M.arc.h Boaq Mptorsports
,J_m*‘m_“ Sarsfield 613-835-2623 Mississippi Mills 613-256-6686
o ' Bromley Farm Supply Rusty’s Power Washing

519-753-3164 mohawkequipment@belinet.ca
www.mohawkequipment.ca

Douglas 613-649-2457 Courtright 519-332-9821

Excel in Your Field” v

mph isn't the only reason
it's miles ahead of any other tractor.

Sure. A Fendt tractor is fast, but it's more than that. It's stable thanks to a one-of-a-kind
active suspension system. It's responsive thanks to an advanced braking system. And it
does not need to waste a second thanks to the world’s first, most tested and seamless
Continuously Variable Transmission.

Throw in our 3-year or 3,000-hour Fendt Gold Star Customer Care plan, and there'll be
nothing slowing you down. You'll get the job done right with time to spare.

Take a look at a Fendt tractor first, before the other brands. You'll be able to wave to
them as you pass them by.

Connect Equipment Corporation
- Chepstow, Innerkip, Kitchener, Lucknow, Mildmay, Rockwood

Dan R. Equipment - Gananoque, Plantagenet, Winchester
Maple Lane Farm Service - Mount Forest

W B —
McKeown Motor Sales - Springbrook IV ¥
Q/‘AGCD e e N fendt.com/us
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Innovation See yourlocal

“Innovation is a creativity with a job to do.” Great Plains
- John Emmering
L — e —— Dealer today!

DeBoer’s Farm Equipment
Elora 519-846-5388
www.deboersequipment.com

Minto Ag
Harriston 519-338-5751
www.mintoag.ca

Oneida New Holland
(aledonia 905-765-5011
www.oneidanewholland.com

Weagant Farm
Winchester 613-774-2887
www.weagantfarm.com

o
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“Harvest Starts Here.”
www.GreatPlainsAg.com

~ 5 Series

L, With out
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PUMPS 7,000 GPM TRIPLE PORT OUTLET LOoW MAINTENANCE

NUHM PLMPS LOAD  HEADER SERIES DESIGN  TUNGSTEN CARBIDE [

AND AGITATE FASTER PUMPS MOREWHILE ~ MECHANICAL SEAL FOR B8
THAN THE COMPETITION!  (SING 1/2 THE FUEL.  ULTIMATE PROTECTION!

y 4 €
T
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-
¥
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FULLY CUSTOMIZABLE  UMIQUE AGITATOR OFTIONAL RADID
3BT, 3PT & TRAILER AGITATE AROUND A CONTROL
Tl - 613 2534957 MODELS AVAILABLE CORNER, 5" DISCHARGE  THE REMOTE CONTROL
Tiel 1 519 SR2-3800 OPTICNAL MULTI DEPTH FOR LINBEATARLE SYSTEM ALLOWS THE
Tel : 613 6402457 & DUAL AGITATORS. VOLUME & PRESSURE. PUMP TO DPERATE

Tl - 519 3385751 .
Tl < 519 S5 3157 300" AWAY,

DEUTZ || FAHR
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2016 RAM 1500 Big Horn 4x4 2015 RAM 1500 SLT Crew 4x4 2013 RAM 1500 Big Horn Crew 4x4
Eco Diesel. Sun roof. 35,536 km. #85-160 Hemi. 26,595 km, #85112 Hemi, 115,500 km #460624A

2016 RAM 1500 Outdoorsman SLT Quad 4x4 2011 RAM 2500 SLT Crew 4x4 2014 RAM 1500 Outdoorsman 4x4
Eco Diesel. 39,445 km, #85-192 Cummins Diesel, 147,725 km, #460198A Hemi, 43,848 km, #460112A

2013 RAM 1500 Crew Sport 4x4 2010 RAM 2500 SLT Crew 4x4 2015 RAM 1500 SLT 4X4
Hemi. 50,853 km, #460396A Cummins. #150,615 km, #85040A Eco Diesel, 24,368km. #85-075

2015 RAM 1500 Outdoorsman Crew 4x4 2015 RAM 1500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 2015 RAM 2500 Laramie 4x4
Hemi, Previous Daily Rental, 29,787 km, #85212 Eco Diesel, 88,130 km, #460477A 1 owner, Cummins Diesel, 80,014 km, #460454A

= |
e we — 2 |
2013 RAM 2500 Outdoorsman Crew 4x4 2015 RAM 1500 Laramie Crew Cab 4x4 2014 Ram 1500 Big Horn Crew 4x4
Cummins Diesel, 97,549 km, #450686A 5.7L Hemi, 22,606 km, #85144 Eco Diesel, 1 owner, 82,977km, #85208

e So-—" Jeep
7976 Wellington Road 109, Arthur, ON
1-800-263-5382

CHRYSLER OOOQOGE JEERE LIMITED

Admin included -+ HST OFA Program Specialists - Call for Info. i www.arthurchrysler.com
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FULLY
= LOADED TRAILER <

SNOWMOBILE
el TRAILER SEASON!

Call for details! : ,. - i %

HITEH YOUR TRACTOR TO HIGH PERFORMANCE

IEWEVEGOT-YOUR TRA ﬂL R!

- IMPLEMENT - CARGO - ATV/UTV - SNOW -~ DUMP

HE+ SERIE

SNOWBLOWERS WITH SCRAPER BLARDOE

* At participating dealers
AG & TURF POWER SERVICE
Grimsby - 905-945-4348

ARMSTRONG MOTORS

» 5 St. Marys - 519-229-6233
| BLUE SKY MARINE
New Hamburg - 519-662-1461

BRIAN’S SERVICE CENTRE
Hensall - 519-262-3634

E&F SAUDER SALES & SERVICE
Wallenstein - 519-669-2192
ED STEWARTS GARAGE & EQUIPMENT
Erin- 519-833-9616
FARM POWER EQUIPMENT
Delhi - 519-582-3800
KENNEDY AUTOMOTIVE & INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
Cobourg - 905-372-2261
KINGDEM TRAILER & MOTOR SPORTS
Flamborough - 905-627-0100
MCINTOSH MOTORS
Stirling - 613-395-3757
NORTH WELLINGTON CO-OP
Hanover - 519-364-4777

NORTH WELLINGTON C0-0P
Mt. Forest - 519-323-1271

NORTH WELLINGTON C0-0P
Durham - 519-369-2415

EVENT
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NORTH WELLINGTON C0-OP
Harriston - 519-338-2331
PARTNER AG SERVICES
Tara-519-934-2343
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Cattleman’s Choice
Feeder Wagon

« Easy clean
out features
- Also available with skis

Weber Calf Creep Feeder

+ 1,100 Ib tank 7' x 8'yard
+ Heavy duty

Live Stock Shelters

« Extra heavy duty head gate

« Pull back gates push back on animals

shoulders to secure it.
« Will handle any size cattle

- Heavy duty automatic headgate
« Exceptional leg control
- Bi-fold side opening

FARM SERVICE CORP.

Triple Crown Horse Feeder

Triple Crown “JR” Horse Feeder

e/t |
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For large square or round bales

For small square bales

DELIVERY AVAILABLE 1-800-825-4961 Napanee Area Rep: Bob Clancey (613) 378-2552
1769 Listowel Rd.R.R.#4 * EImira,ON N3B 2Z3 * P:519-669-8884 * weberfarmserv@hotmail.com
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Does your bank offer payments THIS LOW?

Mortgage Monthly Bi-weekly

My name’s Andre Ouimet. My grandpa was Amount Payment Payments

an apple farmer. One season he had a bad

harvest. The bank he was loyal to for years $200,000 $922.95 $425.98

turned its back on him. He lost the farm and $250,000 $1,153.69 $532.48

moved our family to the city. To this day, my

dad still chokes up as he tells the story of $300,000 $1,384.43 $638.97

how the bank seized our ancestral home. $350,000 $1,615.16 $745.47

I know how hard farmers work. | know

how hard my grandpa worked. It was NOT $400,000 $1,845.90 $851.96

his fault. He needed a temporary helping $500,000 $2,307.38 $1,064.95

hand and no one was there to help him.

Because of my family history, | wanted to $600,000 $2,768.85 $1,277.94

do something to help farmers, so | became $700,000 $3,230.33 $1,490.93

a licensed Mortgage Agent with EXPERT

MORTGAGE. Now | can help farmers $800,000 $3,691.80 $1,703.92 Efa:\le:vaesmber
ACROSS ONTARIO better than the banks $1,000,000 | $4,614.75 $2,129.90 | 3016 0aC

can because | don't follow BANK RULES. |
specialize in agricultural lending. With over
200 private lenders to back me up, | SET
THE RULES! guidelines that don’t make any sense for farms. Coming from a

farm family, | understand the farming community.

Most banks underwrite loans using standard commercial lending

Even if you have BAD CREDIT & NO PROOF OF INCOME, I can still help you

Talk to me if you'd like to... I can offer qualified farmers...
FARMOWNERS! Call M for FAST, EASY CASH! + Buy more land or new equipment « Up to 80% of FULL farm value
+ Repair or construct new buildings « Up to 30 year amortization

| REPRESENT OVER 200 LENDERS 5 o oo " Operating lines of credit

Many provide 1st, 2nd and 3rd mortgages even with:

« Horrible Credit « Property Tax Arrears CALL ME EVEN IF EVERYONE ELSE HAS SAID NO!
. Bankruptcy « Power of Sale With over 200 lenders at my disposal | can get you a mortgage even with...
* Unemployed * Self-Employed « Bad credit « Poor cashflow
- Mortgage Arrears « Pension & Disability ~ « Power of sale « Mortgage arrears
~ - Tax arrears « No financials

Call me 7 DAYS A WEEK for
a confidential consultation

’
Toll Free Across Ontario El"p EY ’ Send me a question online at www.iHelpFarmers.ca or

1-888-982-7954 rongage email me at andre.ouimet@expertmortgagebroker.ca
Andre Ouimet - Mortgage Agent Licence # 12079

CALL ANDRE NOW
to put your mind
atease

Watch your profits grow with @ Field-Proven
Non-GMO crop! Lubrication Equipment o2,

Premiums being paid for

Non-GMO corn. Graco offers'a complete ing of ubrication solutions
B 4 inchuding pumps, disperse vabes, hose ress;
and fluid managament and reciaim-systems,
inchudng diessl exhaust Med (DEF),

The Leaders in Non-GMO Technology For more information or to find a local distributor, please contact:
! > 2479 Main Street e PO Box 129 Lambeth Station Joe Malko Peter Malko

London, Ontario ¢ N6P 1P9 joe.malko@sympatico.ca  pmalkoB4@gmail com

P: 519-203-CORN (2676) * F: 519-203-6626 - .
De Dell Seeds  www.dedellseeds.com Visit our wehbsite at www.graco.com
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Prcsiic Making Solar
Pﬂwerpfﬂiﬂﬂ':'_ Make Sense “Nllt tﬂ.lﬂ;y II}'E,

it's o Diomond Bor.”

CONTROL?

SO I_AR N ET M ErERI N G | Keep your livesiock in

Gaie by Damand Bar. L
I S R I G H T FO R YO U Open up to excellence with Diamond Bar Gates, Eg&Ea
FREE ESTIMATES | = cmuns R

innovative chain-latch, a Diamond Bar Gate

TU R N_KEY I NSTALLATI O NS easily installs on your existing post or hinges. Diamond Bar

Call us today to learn more.

100% FINANCING AVAILABLE : 1.966.580.8147

NO PROJECT TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL TR (U T
ANYWHERE IN ONTARIO o

info@premierpowerprojects.ca 226-444-9585 ==t
www.premierpowerprojects.ca ===

Handles all crops with

LINWOOD INDUSTRIAL CORP.

power and efficiency

PLANT 1-6115 Ament Line, Linwood ON
Phone: 519-698-2979 « Fax: 519-695-2043
odanadinwoedoonp.oom

o e FERTILIZER & CROP TRANSPORT AUGER
Phone: 519-923-9995 » Fax: 519-923-9994 under standard hopper wagons
nhoaveratimwoodcorp.com * Hydraulic top drive

Check out our website for our complete line of building materials - 3-stage telescopic down

www.linwoodcorp.com spout — adds to your
Large network of professional ﬁ"mg convenience

able for industrial, i and 18 < 1o A0Cen * Easy to tow
itial. :
dog howses.
garden sheds.

N0 JOB TO BIG ORTOD SMALLY our ide thelie of stieh calows gﬁ C2h|TAg X2l
Dexer mquiries welcome. to complement your property! ”X ] CTA 8"X 26,
Call s for contractors in your area. Fvailable in length from 3°-33° CTA6"x31'1CTA 8"x 31

UTILITY AUGERS

Available in
31/2,4,5,6and
8 diameters

866-638-2104

WEBERWAY Inc.
W AN
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BARN DENMOLITION

DRAINAGE

S&J) BARN DEMOLITION - We pay the most
cash to remove your old barn. Fully insured.
WSIB. 1-800-291-BARN or 1-519-800-3681.
canadianantiquelumber@outlook.com

Building or ¢ coiing s —
Renovatlng‘ ~

, Clad plywood
2 ” for all

Sizes Jlramwia
4x8 & 4010

o --t_-,. renovation needs
Mouldings & Fasteners available

DAVON SALES INC.
1-800-561-1706
Woodstock 519-537-2375
www.davonsales.com

DAVOMN SALES ING.

EASY LIFT
DOORS LTD

We'll make any door
an “Easy Lift' for you!

L =
& Prompl Servioe

e Large Volume of Stocked Inventory
& 'Well Equipped Service Trucks

& All Materials 3ft. to 40 ft. Wide

o Dock Seals/Dock Levelers

# High Quality Standards

® Attention to Detail

& On Site Consultations

515 James 5t. 5., 5t Marys
1-800-667-3845+519-349-2355
www.easyliftdoors.com

'40th Anniversary “g
exceptional productse

& service

AGRICULTURAL »
INDUSTRIAL « COMMERCIAL

POWERLIFT uyprautic poors

The SUPERIOR quality hydraulic door ... since 1992
- >

POWERLIFT DOORS OF ONTAR
519-871-7368
WWW.POWERLIFTDOORS.COM

CAB CAM CAMERAS
CAB CAM CAMERAS - Observation sys-
tems, wired & wireless, accessories & expan-
sion kits. Unlimited applications. Top qual-
ity. Savings! Our 43rd year. Call 1-800-481-1353
www.diamondfarmtractorparts.com

CONSTRUCTION
ASB INC. AG BUILDER - Drivesheds, additions,
renovations, dairy, equine, poultry. Dependable.
Experienced. Serving Southwestern & Southcen-
tral Ontario. Free Estimates. 519-424-3348. Cell
519-532-4760 john@asbinc.ca www.asbinc.ca

WE POUR: liquid manure tanks, bunker silos,
foundations & pads. All are 100% Engineered.
Serving Ontario since 1968. De Jong & Sons Ltd.
519-348-0523.

Better Farming « Classifieds November 2016

Peter Neill
Water Management Systems Inc.

Specializing in Agricultural Drainage
613 623 8802

Arnprior, Ontario
pneillwms@gozoom.ca

* 2013 Bron
Plow

* Surveys

* Maps
Since 1968

* Plastic
* Clay
* Cement

8 519.505.4545
Newton, Ont.

Specializing in Farm Drainage & Erosion Control Systems

Schmldt’s Farm Drainage
90 Lid. Harrision

Specializing in Farm
Drainage, Backhoeing &

Excavating, GPS includes:
mapping grade control

& surveying
GPS Grade Control
Tel: 519-338-3484 - Cell: 519-323-6335

MARQUARDT

FARM DRAINAGE LTD.

Establmhed 1968

WEIGEL"DRAINAGEILTD.

o Increase your yields for the same inputs o Improve soil health
o Control nutrient run-off o Reduce compaction

-/ -

Brent: 519-367-2000 (office) 519-502-8216 (cell)
www.weigeldrainage.com
Follow us on Twitter @WeigelDrainage

WILLIAMS
DRAINAGE

MATT WILLIAMS

We provide: e Free estimates e Competitive pricing
o Personal Service ® GPS mapping & guidance e Excavator
& backhoe work e Drainage knowledge & expertise
48 years of experience in providing professionally designed
& installed drainage systems

Toll Free: 1-800-534-0393
Steve Cronsberry (Owner)
Office: 519-343-3233 Home: 519-338-2373

LISTOWEL
519-291-0767
1-800-565-6478

williamsdrainage@xplornet.com

EQUIPMENT

STAINLESS STEEL HAMMER MILL

Drains levelled for your convenience!
» Yfour Fotal GPS Contractor « Since 1921

1-877-669-1440

BOOKING DEADLINE REMINDER

November 1st for December
$20 Minimum - $1 per word

Call Jeff McKee At 519-848-1112

from $2995

RR#1/ 43709 Summerhill Road, Dt

Fax (519)527-2562 Ph (5!9) 527-2285

uwvgn)/.
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CLASSIFIED

The Best Price, The Best Readership, The Best Value! Better Farming! - Email your $1 per word ad to classified@betterfarming.com

EQUIPMENT

HORSE ARENA DUST CONTROL

Automaltic
PTO Roller Mills

Auger & blower discharge
with capacities from 40 -120 tonnes/hr.
» Buy « Sell - Rent - Service «
Midwest Farm Systems Inc. « 519-656-2352
calvin@mwisilo.com « www.mwisilo.com

Crush your field [RiaaalCiAuS]

AL A

stones m place s = = e

By crushlng your field stones
and leaving them in the
field, the soil mass stays
the same, slowing the rise of new
stones to the surface by frost.
4 models and many widths available for tractors from 85 - 360hp

www.rotocrusher.com

1-800-461-4299

EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE

End Greasing Frustration

Grease goes in
ine!

not on, the ma

(603) 795-2298
Order Online

www.locknlube.com

FLAG POLES & FLAGS

FLAGPOLES & FLAGS - FLAGPOLES & FLAGS

- Ontario Flag & Pole specializing in “Titan”

telescopic flagpoles & all your flag needs

including  custom  flags.  1-888-596-0040
www.ontarioflagandpole.com
GEOSCIENCE

HAY & STRAW

HAY & STRAW - Top quality hay and also hay with
low potassium. All prices quoted. Delivered. Call
Paul at Deer-Run Farms 519-848-3442.

68

ALL NATURAL DUST - Control for indoor arenas.

No more watering or oiling. Just Add Arenas #
1311, D.LY, Proven. www.justaddhorses.ca for
video. Dealers Encouraged.

LAND CLEARING

CGUSTOM FIELD STONE CRUSHING,
ROCK RAKING & BRUSH MULGHING

=Field Stones=Concrete»Pavement
+Pit Runi*56" Roch Rake
sStumps*Trees & Brush=Waoodlots

MIKE SCHILL 519-321-9834

LIVESTOCK - BEEF
PERFORMANCE TESTED BULLS - Red and Black
Angus and Charolais. Cadillac Stock Farms,
Matheson 705-266-4460.

LIVESTOCK - POULTRY
PULLETS - ready to lay, new and used equipment,
etc. No order too small. Pullets Plus Inc., RR 4, El-
mira. clarence@pulletsplus.com 519-669-2225.

MANURE STORAGE
CRONIN POURED CONCRETE LTD - Since 1976.
Liquid manure tanks to 200’ Heights of 8-14 (1-
pour). All jobs engineered specifications/inspec-
tions - guaranteed. BEST firm quote in Ontario.
Mark Cronin, 519-348-9062. Cell 519-274-5000.

NURSERIES
NUT TREES - English walnuts, sweet chestnuts,
Hazelnuts, Heartnut, Edible nut pines (12 vari-
eties), 15 other varieties. Valuable woods. 40+
yrs experience. Catalogue www.nuttrees.com.
Rhora’s Nut Farm & Nursery, 33083 Wills Rd., RR1,
Wainfleet, LOS1V0 905-899-3508.

NURSERIES - FRUIT TREES

BARE ROOT FRUIT TREES for your orchard or
backyard. Many varieties suitable for organic
production and hard cider. Call 519-804-6060 or
visit www.silvercreeknursery.ca and request your
free catalogue today.

PAINTING

SURERIOR

'\I
JA&J ’I »> Fully Insured
PAINTING > Free Estimates

888-253-3756 www.barnpainting.ca

PARTS & ACCESSORIES

BYERS TRACTOR SUPPLY - New & used trac-
tor parts. All makes & models. 1-800-510-5505
or 613-448-3015. Open: Mon-Thur 8-5, Fri 8-4.
Closed Sat/Sun.

NEW TRACTOR PARTS - Specializing in engine
rebuild kits. Thousands of other parts. Service
manuals & decal sets. Our 43rd year! www.dia-
mondfarmtractorparts.com 1-800-481-1353

> Seamless Eavestroughing
> Roofs & Walls

» Elevator Legs

> Air Blasting

> Pressure Washing

TEESWATER AGRO PARTS - USED PARTS - Look-
ing for a used part for your tractor or agricul-
tural equipment? We have wrecked over 1000
units in many makes and models. @ 519-392-

6111 or email: parts@wightman.ca Website:
www.teeswateragroparts.ca

PEST CONTROL
RATS! MORE RULE CHANGES! - SGS Pest

Management agricultural pest control spe-
cialists. Service & supplies. 1-800-736-9747
www.sgspestmanagement.ca

[ *_"i Specializing in on Farm Pest
SGs Management Serving
Southwestern On,
Golden Horseshoe, GTA

Email: sgschris@ciaccess.com
519-692-4232
Wwww.sgspestmanagement.ca

REAL ESTATE
EASTERN ONTARIO INVESTMENT
OPPORTUNITY - 2980ac wkbl, lease back to
present owner, call for price. Huron County
530ac, 477 wkbl, call for price. Steven Michie,
Royal LePage RCR Realty, smichie@royallepage.
ca, www.ontarioagrealtor.com

FARM PROPERTY - Dutton/Dunwich 198ac,
cash crop, 125ac wkbl, 70ac tiled, 55ac random
tiled, bush. MLS589719 - $1,400,000. Appin 50ac,
modern beautiful 2-1/2 storey, 5 bdrm brick
home. Two sheds (airplane hangers), air strip.
MLS585615 - $775,000. Ag Listings Wanted. Call
FRED BORK, Royal LePage Triland Realty 519-205-
BORK (2675) fredbork@royallepage.ca www.
borkrealestate.com Helping you is what we do!!!

EMBRO: 5000sq/ft Agri-business, Country feed
store with Fuel card lock supply depot. $320,000.
DUTTON: 48 acres, sys/tiled drained farm with 4
bdrm home & barn with horse stalls. $489,500.
SCOTLAND: 72ac farm, modern 4+bdrm home &
shop. $1.139m. NORWICH: 4 acres, good 2 storey
3+ bdrm home & farm outbuildings $499,500.
PARIS: Excellent 50ac 47stall horse farm with
ranch home, $1.395m BRANT: 62ac, 30 cleared +
horse barn & shed, $549,000. WANTED: Farms in
Oxford, Brant, Elgin or Middlesex. Call Alister Ma-
cLean, Salesperson, Sutton Group Select Realty
Brokerage. 519-860-4113. www.farmsales.ca

ADVERTISE YOUR REAL
ESTATE LISTINGS HERE!
MARKET DIRECTLY TO

YOUR BUYERS!
CALL 519-848-1112

Experienced in all types of
farming & farm sales! #%

e 25

ar
INTERNATI ROBERT HULLEY -

PLATINUM Uinited, sorose Sales Representative [l |

Call now to explore your buying/selling options.

519-440-8602 - roberthulley @realtyexecutives.com

Larry “BILKO" Bilkszio

Your Local Sales Rep. Since 1989

BILKO@RGCMAIL.COM  WWW.BILKO.CA

Specializing in Farms, Agri Lands,
Greenhouses, Country Estates and
Rural Properties throughout
the Niagara Region!

Garden City Realty

Inc., Brokerage

905-563-3330 » 905-641-1110 + 1 (866) 575 9400

Better Farming - Classifieds November 2016
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REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

STORAGE TANKS

FOR SALE BY TENDER - 22 Deeded Quarters 22
Deeded Quarters & 1 Lease Quarter South of Con-
sul.18 Quarters in one block, 5 in another. 2,778
acres previously cultivated (SAMA) currently in
tame grass, balance is native. Land could be put
back into farming production. Plenty of water in
spring filled dugouts, run-off dugouts, & dams. Old
dike system in place could flood some land again.
Call for auction details. MLS ID#1100522 CONSUL,
SK. TROPHY PROPERTY IN WILDLIFE COUNTRY:
Located approximately 20 km southeast of Two
Hills. 475 Acres m/l with trees, hills, streams &
open spaces, ideal for wildlife & hunting, as well
as cattle farming. Land will be fenced with brand
new perimeter fencing &is all in one block for a pri-
vate setting. Notable wildlife in the area includes
Black Bear, Waterfowl, Moose, White-tailed and
Mule Deer. More land up to 320 acres is available.
ID#1100528 TWO HILLS, AB. REAL ESTATE CENTRE,
1-866-345-3414 www.farmrealestate.com

GODERICH/AUBURN: 75ac Hog Farm w/4 bed-
room home, 36x40 barn, 84x40 barn on slates w/
capacity for 600 finish hogs, 42x100 Coverall, 50ac
zoned aggregate, $900,000. Ayr: 300ac dairy on
edge of town, free stall barn, double 10 parallel
parlour, 153 quota included, classic stone home,
$13.0M. Bright: cash crop, 200ac w/157 wkbl, well
kept house & shed w/long term tenants, gas well
for added income, $2.65M. Brechin/Orillia: 170ac,
125ac wkbl, additional 35ac possibly wkbl, 10ac
pasture. Additional land available, $1.0M. Bruce-
field: 100ac crop farm, 75wkbl & random tiled,
$1.05M. WOODSTOCK: Cash crop, 122ac farm
w/100+/- acres wkbl, random tile, 10 Kw solar
panel w/15 years remaining on contract w/ap-
prox. $15,000 income per year, windmill lease &
currently under construction, barn 198x76 built
1999, 70x24 barn built 2004, 44x40 shop, 5 bdrm
home built 1978, $2.35M. BLANDFORD/BLEN-
HEIM: cash crop, 200ac w/157 wkbl, well kept
house & shed w/long term tenants, gas well for
added income. John Jantzi and Kevin Williams, Re/
Max a-b Realty Ltd. 519-273-2821, Stratford, ON.
www.ontariofarmsales.ca

700 ACRES CHATHAM-KENT Bare land, south of
401 hwy. All tiled. Call for details. 198.54 ACRES
BRUCE COUNTY Bare land. 154 wkbl & possibility
of clearing more acreage. Mostly systematic tiled,
balance random tiling. $1,410,000. 101.23 ACRES
- SOLD - BRUCE COUNTY Bare land. 80ac wkbl
Some tiling. Income from turbine lease. $700,000.
103.5 ACRES - SOLD - ESSEX COUNTY All wkbl &
tiled at 33 feet. 2 road frontages. 2 deeds. Munici-
pal water at road. Brookston Clay soil. Small lot has
been severed off. $1,375,000. ERIE SHORE VINE-
YARD Award Winning, well run, efficient vineyard
& winery on 37ac w/30 acres in vineyard. By the
shores of Lake Erie in the town of Harrow. Family
owned & operated since 2002. House, buildings,
winery & winery pavilion. Call for complete pack-
age. $2,900,000. 64.49 ACRES on Lake Erie, just east
of Port Glasgow. Approx. 20ac wkbl. No buildings.
$589,000. Connecting Progressive farm operators
with Bonnefield, Canada’s largest farmland in-
vestment manager & property management firm,
dedicated to preserving “Farmland for farming’,
Bonnefield & its farmland funds are 100% Cana-
dian owned & controlled. Call for details. PHILIP
CHABOT, broker, 519-495-7117. JOANNE BAINES,
sales rep, 519-670-2660 SUTTON GROUP-SELECT
REALTY INC. visit us at: www.JustFarms.ca

Real Farm Experience

“FBY Danny
——————  Kanyo

Sales Representative

| S

“Growers helping Growers” e 1.888.833.713
Laceby Real Estat ge

101 ACRES INNISFIL - 94ac wkbl, just out-
side of Innisfil, 2-storey home, 3-car ga-
rage, bank barn (25x60), ride arena (60x120)
- $3,300,000. Call Danny Kanyo for details
905-806-7568 or office 1-888-833-7133.

Better Farming « Classifieds November 2016

SHANAHAN REALTY INC. - LEO SHANAHAN, Sales
Representative, 519-849-6684, leo@shanahan-
realty.com STRATHROY/LONDON area - dream
horse/equestrian farm, 128ac, fantastic brick
ranch, 3300 sq ft, 3+2 bdrms, plus huge guest
house, observe horses in several pastures, pool,
several horse barns, indoor riding arena, all build-
ings 10 years or newer, so much more! Email for
details & pictures. THEDFORD area - 22ac horse/
cash crop farm with fully renovated, like new,
spacious 3 bdrm century farm house, attached
garage, workshop, 5 min to Lake Huron and 7
golf courses, private setting. FOREST area
SOLD -——- 100ac Organic Farm — sandy loam soil,
park like, SoLD stream, woodlot trails,
horse barn, updated 4 bdrm brick ranch w/at-
tached ----- SOLD - garage, shop, drive sheds.
WATFORD area - 100ac, 4650 fat hog operation
with on going contract, excellent 5 bdrm. House,
modern barns, tiled loam soil, feed mill, grain
storage with leg, turn key operation. SHETLAND
area - 100ac, 70ac wkbl, house, barn, drive shed,
quanset barn, level, fertile soil, race horse exer-
cise oval track, stalls, woodlot. BAYFIELD 167ac,
river frontage, good fishing, mainly woodlot, po-
tential building site, camping. WATFORD - 50ac,
clay loam soil, fertile. WE HAVE OTHERS! PLEASE
CALL FOR DETAILS! WE NEED YOUR LISTING!
Your’s can be sold also! Call me today!

SHOP HEATING
USED OIL FURNACES & BOILERS - Clean burn
‘used oil' furnaces & boilers. Free heat for shops &

garages. 9 models available. Call 1-800-824-4115
Web: www.deonsupply.com

SILOS BINS

REPAIRS - Silo wall and barn wall repairs with
gunnite, not plaster. Also silo doors, roofs,
chutes, pipes, safety cages. Kitchener Silo

1-800-567-SILO(7456).
STORAGE TANKS

On Farm
Storage Tanks

for flammable liquids,
diesel fuel and gasoline

Powder Coated &
all sizes in stock

670 L Single Wall
1350 L Single Wall

1350 L Double Wall GPI Pumps
2200 L Single Wall Available upon
2200 L Double Wall

4500 L Single Wall Request
4500 L Double Wall

Nithwood Enterprises Inc.
Wellesley, ON

(519) 656-3300

Nelson Martin

USED STORAGE TANKS: - Steel & fiberglass.

Vertical & horizontal, cone bottoms. 500 gal-
lons to 25,000 gallons. De Jong & Sons Ltd.

519-348-0523.
TRAILERS

Builyly Last .
N "™ www.pjanada.com

1-866-822-9662

Wilson double wall aluminum
hoppers and B-trains.

Supreme quality, premium performance
and trusted reliability.

SELECT TRAILER SALES

Todd Greer Office: 305-696-9805

Cell: 416-779-6213 Toll Free B66-850-1115
tgreer@selectirailer.ca weww.selecttrailer.ca

TRAVEL
AG-VENTURE TOURS for farmers in 2017
to Brazil, Chile, Israel & Kenya. Customized
group tours arranged. www.rwthomastours.
com Email:bobmargethomas@gmail.com RW
Thomas Inc., 519-633-2390.

RURAL & CULTURAL TOURS 2017 Australia, New
Zealand, South America, Costa Rica, Kenya, Tan-
zania, India, Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand, Roma-
nia, Hungary, Iceland, Greenland, Baltic Cruise,
Northwest Territories, Yukon, Alberta, Alaska. For
details: 1-800-661-4326 www.selectholidays.com
email: emails@selectholidays.com

TREE TRANSPLANTING

TRANSPLANTING TREES up to 10” trunk diam-
eter w/10,000 Ib. root ball. 44", 80", 90" & 100" tree
spades. Transplant on your property or we have
100ac. of trees up to 25’ tall for sale. BOTANIX
OXFORD INSTA-SHADE, Burgessville. 1-800-387-
0246. Jan Veldhuizen. Email: jan@oxfordinsta-
shade.com www.oxfordinstashade.com

WOOD HEATING

CENTRAL BOILER OUTDOOR FURNACES Ask
us about the “2016 FALL REBATE with savings
up to $500” Call for more information. Wood
Heat Solutions, Frankford & Bancroft locations
613-398-1611 www.chesher.ca

WOODLOTS
ALL STANDING TIMBER quality selective cut-
ting, free quotes, guaranteed workmanship &
payment before harvesting. Joe Lucan, Langton
Timber Harvesting. 519-847-5710.

STANDING TIMBER hardwood and softwoods.
Quality workmanship guaranteed. B. Kropf For-
estry Service Ltd., Bruce Kropf, RR 1, Shakespeare,