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LETTERS FROM A FAMILY FARM

OVERCOMING 
NEW HURDLES
For almost as long as I can remem-
ber, a rug hooking from a family 
friend has hung in our farm office. 
 The piece is a bit different than 
her other artwork that adorns my 
family’s homes. In contrast to the 
floral designs and depiction of the 
farm’s original log cabin homestead, 
this piece recreates a simple sketch. 
 In it, a heron has a frog in its 
beak. The frog is fighting back, 
though, with its hands throttling the 
heron’s throat. “Don’t ever give up” 
runs alongside the image.
 Our family has referred to that 
rug hooking a lot over the years. 
Dad pointed to it when my sister 
Jessica or I struggled with a chal-
lenging university course. He 
referenced it when he shared stories 
of the difficulties the farm commu-
nity faced during the 1980s.
 I expect that some of us might 
benefit from that simple reminder 
right now.
 After all, we’re dealing with an 

unprecedented situation. 
 Some of us might be struggling 
because we can’t see extended family 
or friends in person. Other people 
might have anxiety about going to 
the grocery store or pharmacy.
 Many of us are likely worried 
about the short- and longer-term 
effects on our farm operations. 
We’re watching the market volatility. 
We’re trying to develop contingency 
plans in case of team illnesses or 
labour shortages. We’re stressed 
about cash flow.
 But we’re resilient and dedicated. 
We have a range of systems and 
resources in place to help us survive 
and, ultimately, thrive.
 So, just like the previous genera-
tions that overcame challenges, we’ll 
get through today’s hurdles. We will 
find new ways of working together 
and fostering community connec-
tions. We will continue to produce 
our crops and raise our livestock. 
 Please remember to reach out to 
others if you need assistance or 
support. 
 We’re stronger as a community.
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ONTARIO’S AGRI-FOOD SECTOR 
RISES TO THE OCCASION 

NOTE FROM OUR PUBLISHER

PULLING TOGETHER
Our staff writer Jackie Clark wrote 
on Farms.com about how farmers 
are pitching in to help their 
communities in this time of 
pandemic and economic crisis. 
 Embro’s Dan Veldman recently 
found himself with half a skid of 
eggs, which normally would have 
been donated to local schools. But 
problem-solving is part of the 
day’s work for any Ontario 
producer – so it didn’t take 
long for the eggs to land at 
area shelters and food 
banks. 
 Jackie reports how 

Dan then reached out to health care 
workers, who were running short of 
protective equipment. The Veldman 
family donated much of their farm’s 
supply of PPE to nurses in London, 
and doctors’ offices around Stratford 
and Woodstock. 
 This is a family that, in more 
normal times, donates to food 
banks, shelters, retirement homes, 
and organizations like the Ronald 
McDonald House.
     “You can hear it a million times, 

but it’s true – we’re all in this 
together,” Dan told me.
     “And it doesn’t have to always be 
big gestures. Little things do mean 

a lot.”
Paul Nolan

http://betterfarming.com/
mailto:Paul.Nolan@betterfarming.com
mailto:Andrea.Gal@farms.com
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mailto:Subscriptions@betterfarming.com
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It’s truly remarkable to see how much life 
has changed in Ontario since the COVID-19 
outbreak began. 
 And it’s equally remarkable to witness the 
immense efforts in adjusting to a “new normal” 
during a global pandemic. 
	 It	has	challenged	all	of	us	to	be	more	flexible,	
and to be more compassionate. We are more 
mindful of the needs and safety of others. And 
we	recognize	that	people,	including	many	of	you	
across	the	agriculture	and	food	supply	chain,	are	
making	sacrifices	and	surmounting	obstacles	to	
maintain the essential services on which we all 
rely. 
	 In	ways	both	big	and	small,	this	challenge	has	
brought out the very best of Ontarians. It is said 
that	until	faced	with	a	challenge	of	this	scale,	
we don’t know what we’re capable of. I’ve been 
extremely	proud	of	our	sector’s	resilience	during	
this	challenge,	and	I	continue	to	be	inspired	
by its ability to adapt. This situation has made 
heroes of people all across Ontario who continue 
to work to provide for their fellow citizens. 
 Our government is committed to working 
closely with our agri-food industry to do 
everything we can to keep our food supply 
system	strong	during	this	difficult	time.
 The “Ontario spirit” that Premier Ford often 
speaks about – that sense of togetherness – is 
tangible and I see it in our sector every day. It’s 
clear	at	every	step	along	the	food	supply	chain,	
from farm to fork. People like you who work in 
the agri-food sector know your work supports 
not only our health but our economy. I can think 
of	no	greater	expression	of	the	Ontario	spirit	
than making sure people are fed and nourished 
during this critical time.
	 During	all	the	uncertainties	of	the	past	weeks,	
Ontarians have been reassured by the fact that 
our agri-food sector continues to bring food 
to our tables. Everyone working to make that 
happen deserves our utmost thanks. From 
transporting	food,	to	making	sure	grocery	store	
shelves	are	full,	to	planting	this	season’s	crops	–	

you are an inspiration to us all.  
	 I	want	to	extend	my	sincere	appreciation	to	
you,	all	of	our	farmers	and	the	province’s	entire	
food sector for the critical work you do every 
day and during this crisis. Our farmers and 
people in the food processing industry continue 
to work to provide for their fellow citizens.  
	 On	behalf	of	the	Ontario	government,	I	want	
to thank you for continuing to produce some 
of the highest quality food in the world and for 
being one of those heroes who truly personify 
the Ontario spirit.
 To learn more about how the province 
continues	to	protect	Ontarians	from	COVID-19,	
visit ontario.ca/coronavirus.  
 

Ernie Hardeman
Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs

ONTARIO’S AGRI-FOOD SECTOR 
RISES TO THE OCCASION 

http://ontario.ca/coronavirus.
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Only BlackHawk® herbicide enters the heat of battle with so much going for it.  
Faster, more complete burndown in soybeans, cereals and field corn. The only 
all-in-one formulation with multiple modes of action to fight weed resistance.  
With several tank-mix options, BlackHawk preys on resistant fleabane, winter annuals 
and other tough broadleaf weeds. 

Always read and follow label directions. 
BlackHawk® is registered trademark of Nufarm Agriculture Inc.
66443-12/19

Ask your local retailer for more information.

1.800.868.5444  |  Nufarm.ca  |   NufarmCA

Sees it all. Gets it all.
Fast  |  Flexible  |  Convenient  |  Complete

66443_East_BlackHawk_8-125x10-875.indd   1 2019-12-02   7:43 AM

mailto:andrea.gal@farms.com
http://nufarm.ca/
http://www.nufarm.ca/


Start clean. Stay clean.
Nufarm knows the importance of getting weeds out of the way early in the season.  
Our trusted soybean portfolio offers pre-plant/pre-emergent weed control options that 
suit your needs in every field delivering stronger performance, improved yields and  
a better bottom line.

Build a stronger  
soybean program.

Always read and follow label directions.
Bifecta® and TriActor® are registered trademarks of Nufarm Agriculture Inc.  
Valtera™ is a trademark of Valent U.S.A. LLC. Fierce® is a registered trademark of Valent U.S.A. LLC. 
Nufarm Agriculture Inc. is a distributor of Valent products in Canada. 
Bayer®, Bayer Cross, BayerValue™ and Mit It Up™ are trademarks of the Bayer Group or its licensors. 
71260-0420

1.800.868.5444  |  Nufarm.ca  |   NufarmCA

Savings with 2020 Mix It Up™ Rewards
Be sure to explore the 2020 BayerValue™ East Reward Program  
for savings on Nufarm products – Bifecta®, BlackHawk® and Fierce®.

Save $1 - $2 per acre.

SIGN UP TODAY TO START SAVING
Nufarm.ca/grower-programs-eastern-canada

Controls broadleaf  
and grass weeds 
including waterhemp 
(Group 2- and glyphosate-
resistant biotypes).  
An excellent pre-emergent 
herbicide option for  
any soybean system.

With three modes of 
action, this pre-emergent 
herbicide is an excellent  
fit in any IP soybean field 
dealing with tough weeds 
like Canada fleabane  
and ragweed.

This pre-emergent residual 
herbicide knocks out 
troublesome broadleaf 
weeds with residual control 
for up to eight weeks.  
New convenient  
liquid formulation.

For strong pre-emergent 
control of broadleaf 
weeds and suppression  
of annual grasses.  
A great option for Canada 
fleabane and common 
ragweed in herbicide-
tolerant soybeans.

http://nufarm.ca/
http://nufarm.ca/grower-programs-eastern-canada
http://www.nufarm.ca/
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BOOSTING OPERATIONS AT ABATTOIRS 
Ontario’s beef industry may see an increase in processing power, 
thanks to new funding. Together, the provincial and federal govern- 
ments will invest up to $2 million into Ontario’s licensed abattoirs.

A Canadian coffee chain will no 
longer offer products featuring 
plant-based proteins.
 Restaurant Brands Internation-
al, the parent company of Tim 
Hortons, announced in January 
that it will stop selling Beyond Meat 
products at its locations in Ontario 
and B.C.
 The coffee franchise piloted plant- 
based breakfast sandwiches in May 
2019 before proceeding with three 
other plant-based menu items across  
the country in June. By September 
2019, Tim Hortons began scaling 
back its Beyond Meat offerings 
across the country.
 “We introduced Beyond Meat as 
a limited-time offer. We are always 
listening to our guests and testing 
new products that align with our 
core menu offerings. We may offer 
Beyond Meat again in the future,” 

Tim Hortons said in an emailed 
statement.
 Some Ontario producers are fol- 
lowing the plant-based proteins 
trend closely, but aren’t surprised 
that customers prefer traditional 
meats.
 “I think this is an ‘I told you so’ 
moment,” Paul Salmon, a beef pro- 
ducer from Hamilton-Wentworth,  
told Better Farming. “I tried one (of 
the Beyond Meat items) and had to 
throw it out because it didn’t taste 
good. A hamburger is a hamburger 
because it has meat in it.” BF

NO MORE BEYOND MEAT AT TIM’S GFO OUT OF GGC      
Ontario’s largest commodity organi-
zation is no longer part of a national 
group.
 In February, the Grain Farmers 
of Ontario (GFO) announced its 
withdrawal from membership in the 
Grain Growers of Canada (GGC).
 The GFO felt its members’ voices 
weren’t being effectively represented 
in important areas through the GGC, 
the GFO said in a February release. 
The organization was also worried 
that the GGC’s policy narrative would 
interfere with the GFO’s work.
 Some producers aren’t too worried 
about the situation.
 Farmers need to trust that the  
decision-makers at the GFO are 
making the right move, said Ed Van-
DeWynckel, a cash crop producer 
from Chatham-Kent.
 “I’m not that concerned about it,” he  
told Better Farming. “You’ve got to do 
what you’ve got to do sometimes.” BF

Successful applicants will use the 
funding to complete projects by Dec. 
31 that enhance “food safety, animal 
welfare and biosecurity” in their oper-
ations, an Ontario government release 
from February said. 
 Programs like this one are vital to 
the industry, Yaser AlQayem said. He 
is the owner of Parkhill Meats, a lic- 
ensed abattoir in Middlesex County.
 “It’s important to be able to comply 
with regulations for food safety, 
animal welfare, hygiene and quality,” 
he told Better Farming. “We look to 
the government to help us to comply 
with these regulations.”
 Such investments could help abat-
toir operators address some of the 
difficulties the sector faces.
 “Support for abattoirs will help 
enable investment in equipment and 
infrastructure that assists businesses 
in remaining competitive and adapt-
ing to market-driven demands,” Joe 
Hill, president of the Beef Farmers of 
Ontario, said in the release. 
 The funding is part of a cost-share 
program under the Canadian Agricul-
tural Partnership. BF
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We know everyone is anxious to be in the field. 
We’ve all faced some challenging times and the 
promise of a new crop season is a great time for 
optimism. Let’s just make sure we don’t cut corners 
on safety. With a short window to get so much work 
done, here are some timely reminders from OFA on 
how to have a safer spring season – on the farm 
and when you are travelling on the road.

    Talk about safety. Have a conversation with your family and your employees 
about safe practices around the farm and while travelling on roads from field 
to field and farm to farm.

    Check all vehicles. Be sure you have visible slow moving vehicle signs on 
any equipment or vehicles that travel on public roads. 

   Turn on the lights. Always check that your lights work, and make it easier 
to always be seen by leaving your lights on all the time. 

    Take a second look. Wherever you are – turning on a main road, moving 
equipment in the farm yard – always take the few extra seconds to check 
one more time that your route is clear. 

    Keep clear of the ditch. Check for common road hazards like soft shoulders, 
narrow bridges and loose gravel when travelling on public roads.

OFA: Putting farm safety first.
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ofa.on.ca   |     @OntarioFarms  @OFABenefits   |     OntarioFarms   |     OntarioFarms   |     ontariofarms

Let’s make this a 
safer spring season

69341_OFA_2020_RoadSafety_Ad_8-125x10-875_BF_a2.indd   169341_OFA_2020_RoadSafety_Ad_8-125x10-875_BF_a2.indd   1 2020-04-02   7:32 AM2020-04-02   7:32 AM

http://ofa.on.ca/
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NEW PROJECT FOR 
4-H KIDS CENTRES 
ON ONTARIO FOOD           
4-H Ontario and Farmers’ Markets 
Ontario are partnering to facilitate 
programming that encourages con-
nections between youth, their com-
munities, agriculture and local food. 
 The two organizations have devel-
oped a toolkit to help interested youth 
get involved in a local 4-H club or 
farmers market. 
 The resources should assist those 
clubs and markets in making mutual-
ly beneficial connections. 
 “I think the beauty of this project 
is that it’s not a one-size-fits-all 
approach,” Sheena Switzer, the com-
munications manager at 4-H Ontario 
and lead on the project, told Better 
Farming.
 “Every market and every club is 
different. We’ve given ideas on how 
(members) can participate but, ulti-
mately, we are encouraging both the 
local clubs and markets to find the fit 
that works best for them.”
 The Waterloo 4-H club, for exam-
ple, has held cooking events in space 
provided by the Kitchener Market, 
and used ingredients sourced from its 
vendors. 
 “Many farmers markets provide 
free or discounted space to non-profits 
so it’s not an added cost for the clubs,”  
Switzer explained. 
 The partnership offers opportuni-
ties for 4-H youth to interact with 
their communities on the topics of 
agriculture and food. 
 While this programming is tempo-
rarily postponed due to the COVID-19 
outbreak, organizers look forward to 
resuming the projects when public 
health officials deem such activities 
safe. BF
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An event rooted in the ag commu-
nity recently received a special 
recognition.
 The 2019 International Plowing 
Match and Rural Expo (IPM), which  
took place in Verner in September, 
was recognized as a Top 100 event 
in the province by Festivals and 
Events Ontario.
 Volunteers felt humbled to receive  
this honour.
 “The plowing match is near and 
dear to my heart,” Sheila Marshall, 
president of the Ontario Plowmen’s 
Association (OPA), told Better 
Farming. “It’s great to see all of the 
volunteers come together.”
 Marshall, who has been involved 
in plowing matches since 1969, has 
also co-chaired the Ontario Queen 
of the Furrow program since 2014.  
 “Being one of the top 100 in the 
province … makes you feel like you 
really are doing something wonder-
ful,” she said. 
 As the event travels across the pro- 
vince, each year is unique.
 “I enjoy seeing what local people 
promote in their communities,” she 

said in an interview.
 One of her favourite aspects of the  
event is the community beautifica-
tion. For the 2019 IPM, volunteers 
sold scarecrow kits for people to as- 
semble on their lawns, she said.
 In fact, many people converted 
their yards into scenes to “house” 
these scarecrows, including making 
tractors out of straw bales.
 The Verner IPM also featured a 
variety of entertainment, including 
lumberjacks, a RAM Rodeo and ac- 
tress Amber Marshall (star of the 
CBC show Heartland), Sheila said. 
Local talent took to the stage, too. 
 The contributions of many volun- 
teers ensure the success of the event.
 David Murray, past president of 
the OPA, has volunteered with the as- 
sociation for about 15 years.
 Murray, who has attended every 
IPM for 35 years, appreciates the “va- 
riety of entertainment and the oppor- 
tunities to see suppliers and exhibi-
tors at the event,” he told Better 
Farming. He also values the friend-
ships he has developed across the 
province. BF

IPM CONTINUES TO MAKE HISTORY 
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barley yields a big-time boost come harvest. 
Protect your cereals and your bottom line with 
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pressure variables.
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PROF HELPS SCHOOL 
OF RESEARCH  
BUBBLE AT U OF G   
A new assistant professor in aquacul-
ture will join the University of Guelph’s 
(U of G’s) department of animal bio-
sciences in July. 
 Dr. David Huyben completed his 
undergraduate and master’s degrees 
at U of G in 2012. He moved to Eu-
rope to complete a PhD at the Swed-
ish University of Agricultural Sci- 
ences and post-doctoral research at 
the University of Stirling in Scotland. 
 The experience has “given me an 
international perspective on aquacul-
ture research and teaching,” Huyben 
told Better Farming.  
 The production of aquatic species 
is a growing international industry. 
 “I am motivated to improve the sus- 
tainability and health of fish farming 
in order to support this vital industry 
in providing nutritious food,” Huyben 
said.
 He is committed to the expansion 
of aquaculture in Ontario, which “has 
the potential to grow to volumes sim-
ilar to those found on the east and west 
coasts of Canada,” he said. 
 “Currently, most production comes 
from rainbow trout grown in net-pens 
in the Great Lakes, although we are see- 
ing more warm-water species, such as 
tilapia and barramundi, and aquapon-
ics systems that grow plants and fish 
together,” he added. 
 His research aims to optimize fish 
growth through improved nutrition, 
environment and welfare. BF

Cash crop farmer and beef producer; 
former chair of the Ontario Soybean 
Growers Marketing Board. Born Feb. 
10, 1945; died Jan. 3, 2020, aged 74. 
 “If it was farm- 
related, Tom was 
eager to go,” Marg 
Lassaline said 
recently of her late 
husband.
 Tom grew up on 
a farm near Inwood. 
He married Marg 
(nee Lawson) in 
1969.
 His career led 
gradually through 
off-farm employ-
ment as a member 
of the Sarnia-area Boilermakers 
Union to a cash crop and cow-calf 
operation near Alvinston. 
 Now, Tom and Marg’s son Jeff 
Lassaline and his family run the 
operation. 
 Tom and Marg’s daughter 

Heather Heyboer and her family 
farm near Ridgetown.
 Tom and Marg “semi-retired” in 
2014, she said in an email exchange 

with Better Farming. 
 As board chair of 
the Ontario Soybean 
Growers Marketing 
Board in the 1990s, 
Tom helped expand 
that crop’s presence 
in the province 
through trade mis- 
sions to Indonesia, 
Japan and European 
countries. 
 He was active in at 
least nine other farm- 
related groups, in- 

cluding the district agricultural 
society, 4-H, area mutual insurance 
companies and Wanstead Farmers 
Co-operative. 
 “Tom’s passions were farming, 
cattle, and attending meetings and 
auction sales,” Marg said. BF

A FARMING LIFE: TOM LASSALINE        
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Tom Lassaline

MUNICIPALITY CREATES AG COMMITTEE 
An Ontario municipal council has voted in favour of developing a new 
agricultural committee for the region.
 In January, the North Perth council supported Mayor Todd Kasenberg’s 
motion to establish the Agriculture and Agri-Technology Advisory 
Committee (AAAC).
 One of the reasons Kasenberg wanted to create the group is to have a 
team in place that can use their expertise to support their municipality. 
 The committee will include councillors and members of the 
local rural community like farmers, lenders and individuals 
involved in agri-tech.
 Once the group is established, it will provide the 
council with recommendations on how to support and 
promote North Perth as a hub for agriculture, agritour-
ism and agri-technology.
  “Are there barriers to effective agriculture in our commu-
nity? If so, we want to know, act and lobby if we need to,” 
Kasenberg said. “How can we move 
forward from an economic develop-
ment perspective with the possibilities of 
agri-technology that lie ahead of us?”
 The application window for the AAAC 
closed on March 6 and the council looks for-
ward to appointing committee members shortly.
 North Perth is Perth County’s fastest-growing 
community, its website says. BF



MINIMIZE HASSLE.
MAXIMIZE PRODUCTIVITY.
Take your productivity to new levels with Kubota’s all-
new MX Series. Bringing you affordability, comfort and 
performance all-in-one; both Open Station and Cab 
models feature simple controls and easy operation. 
Ranging from 55.5 to 63.4 HP with a Gear or HST
transmission variation - the new MX Series can take 
on those challenging tasks.

kubota.ca  |  

http://kubota.ca/
https://kubota.ca/en/home


14Dig Deeper: BetterFarming.com Better Farming May 2020

Canadian farmers depend on their 
land to support their livelihoods and 
continue their family legacies. As a 
result, producers keep environmental 
protection top of mind when making 
management decisions. Farmers make 
the sustainable production of safe food  
a priority and use provincial Environ- 
mental Farm Plans (EFPs) to help 
maintain this commitment. 
 Ontario was the first province in 
Canada to develop and use EFPs, says 
Mark Reusser, a Waterloo County far- 
mer and vice-president of the OFA. 
 “Ontario’s EFP is a great example 
of a confidential, voluntary, farmer- 
designed program that attempts to 
address on-farm environmental issu-
es in an environmentally and econo-
mically sustainable manner. The EFP 
has been and continues to be a good 
model for adoption by other provin-

ces, (territories) and states across 
North America,” he says. 
 Some of Ontario’s grassroots ag 
organizations helped develop the 
EFP, which launched in 1993. Other 
provinces and territories developed 
similar programs shortly thereafter.
 “I think the EFP is a fantastic suc- 
cess story of peer-to-peer strategies,” 
Jennifer Doelman says to Better 
Farming. She is a certified crop advi-
sor, a Renfrew County Soil and Crop 
Improvement Association director 
and a stewardship-focused producer.
 Instead of using “top-down rules 
that may not be feasible or practical, 
the EFP has allowed for our industry  
to set goals and best management prac- 
tices (BMPs),” she says. They “suit the  
needs of stakeholders while being re- 
ceptive of, and accountable to, society’s 
expectations.”

 Doelman and her husband Michael  
run a cash crop operation near Doug- 
las in Renfrew County.
 While Ontario has set the standard  
for environmental protection programs  
across the country, the province’s ag  
stakeholders want to continuously  

improve. So, 
officials seek 
to enhance the 
EFP and deve-
lop a national 
program.
 This month, 
Better Farming 
speaks with 
farmers, sustai-

nability specialists and other EFP 
experts to learn more about the plan’s 
objectives and changes that could 
better support motivated environ-
mental stewards. 

Mark Reusser

SimplyCreativePhotography/iStock/Getty Images Plus photo
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What is an EFP? 
Ontario’s EFP is a “self-evaluation 
process for risk assessment of up to 
23 different environmental areas  
on a farm,” says Christa Roettele,  
OMAFRA’s spokesperson. These areas  
include soil health, water quality, dead- 
stock management, nutrient manage-
ment and pesticide use.
 Stakeholders established the origi-
nal plan nearly 30 years ago through 
the Ontario Farm Environmental 
Coalition. It involved the Ontario 
Federation of Agriculture, the Chris-
tian Farmers Federation of Ontario,  
AGCare and the Ontario Farm Animal  
Council, says Terry Daynard. He is a  
commercial grain farmer near Guelph,  
and he served on an ad hoc commit-
tee that helped create the Ontario 
Farm Environmental Coalition. 
 In 2012, AGCare and the Ontario 

Farm Animal Council joined to form 
Farm & Food Care Ontario. 
 Coalition decision-makers selected  
the Ontario Soil and Crop Improve- 
ment Association (OSCIA) to spear- 
head the program since coalition mem- 
bers released the first workbook, 

Daynard adds. 
 “To comple-
te an EFP, far- 
mers participa-
te in an in- 
person work- 
shop delivered  
by OSCIA staff.  
The workshop 
gives farmers 

an opportunity to increase their aware- 
ness about environmental risks, com- 
plete their EFP workbooks and set real- 
istic action plans to improve environ- 
mental conditions,” Roettele says. 

 “Through the EFP process, farmers  
highlight their farms’ environmen-
tal strengths and identify areas of 
environmental concern,” she says. 
 “All EFP questions encourage pro- 
ducers to go beyond the provincial  
and federal legislation, and adopt a 
broad suite of environmental BMPs,” 
Roettele adds.
 Farmers who complete EFPs may 
apply for cost-share programs to sup- 
port their action plans. Funding pro- 
grams include the Canadian Agricul-
tural Partnership and the Lake Erie 
Agriculture Demonstrating Sustaina-
bility program.
 In June 2019, the OSCIA “upgraded  
the electronic EFP workbook (eEFP), 
making it easier for farmers to conti-
nue using this tool and to renew their 
EFPs,” Roettele says. 
 “The updated eEFP provides a 

Jennifer Doelman

http://betterfarming.com/
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more user-friendly interface and will 
allow for better integration of other 
digital tools and resources,” she says.
Program administrators encourage  
farmers to renew their plans every 
five years.

Addressing limitations
Ontario’s EFP “is an integral part of 
good production practices in modern 
agriculture, including livestock pro- 
duction,” says Brent Cavell. He is with  
the Ontario Cattle Feeders’ Associa- 
tion and is the quality assurance man- 
ager of the Ontario Corn Fed Beef 
program. 
 While producers have used the EFP  
to improve environmental sustaina-
bility on their farms and administra-
tors have developed the program to 
meet producer and industry needs, 
more work could be done, some stake- 
holders say. 
 The EFP “is really good at pointing  
out pieces from an environmental 
perspective,” says Nick Betts. He is 
the Americas’ director for the Sustain- 
able Agriculture Initiative (SAI) Plat-

form. “But there are economic and 
social elements of sustainability that 
need to be considered as well.” 
 The SAI Platform is a global non- 
profit network of more than 100 mem- 
bers, the organization’s website says. 
The group’s mission is to harness the 
collaborative power of its members to 

accelerate the widespread adoption of 
sustainable agricultural practices.
 Paul De Jong thinks that the pro- 
gram should go beyond the basics. 
He’s the owner and operator of the 
Charlton Angus Cattle Co., which is 
in Timiskaming District. De Jong is 
also the 2020 recipient of the Beef 

Jennifer Doelman and her husband Michael run a cash crop 
operation near Douglas.
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Bob Mark New Holland Sales Ltd. 
Campbellford • 705-653-3700

Bob Mark New Holland Sales Ltd. 
Lindsay • 705-324-2221

Bob Mark New Holland Sales Ltd. 
Sunderland • 705-357-3121

Delta Power Equipment 
Mitchell • 519-348-8467

Delta Power Equipment 
St. Marys • 519-349-2180 

Delta Power Equipment 
Tilbury •  519-682-9090

Delta Power Equipment 
Watford • 519-849-2744

Ebert Welding Ltd. 
New Liskeard • 705-647-6896

ESM Farm Equipment Ltd. 
Wallenstein • 519-669-5176

Halnor Farm Equipment Ltd. 
Waterford • 519-443-8622

Maxville Farm Machinery Ltd. 
Maxville • 613-527-2834

McCauley Equipment Sales 
Orillia • 705-325-4424

McGavin Farm Supply Ltd. 
Walton • 519-887-6365

Oneida New Holland 
Caledonia • 905-765-5011

Regional Tractor Sales Ltd. 
Freelton • 905-659-1094

Richards Equipment Inc. 
Barrie • 705-721-5530

Robert’s Farm Equipment Sales, Inc. 
Chesley • 519-363-3192

Robert’s Farm Equipment Sales, Inc. 
Mount Forest • 519-323-2755

Smiths Farm Equipment (Jasper) Ltd. 
Jasper • 613-283-1758

St. Catharines New Holland Ltd. 
St. Catharines • 905-688-5160

Stewart’s Equipment 
Erin • 519-833-9616

Weagant Farm Supplies Ltd. 
Winchester • 613-774-2887
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Farmers of Ontario’s Environmental 
Stewardship Award.
 EFPs identify “high-risk areas on 
your farm and outline basic manage-
ment practices to sustain your opera-
tion. But I don’t think the program 
goes far enough to educate producers  
about how to rebuild soils on the 
farm,” he says.
 The online version “could include  
links to producer testimonies of chan-
ges and improvements that worked 
on their farms,” he says. “That way, 
farmers can learn from each other.”
 De Jong has completed five EFP 
renewals over his 30-year farming 
career. 
 Cost-share funding, a valuable  
component of this program, can re- 
duce the costs that farmers incur 
when they complete environmental 
projects, says Reusser. 
 However, farmers are often respon- 
sible for most of the investment, and 
funding applications can be cumber-
some, a few people say. 
 The application process takes valu-
able time away from the planning and 
construction of on-farm projects, 
Doelman says.
 “I find it’s more of a ‘square peg, 
round hole’ kind of thing,” she says. 
“We want to try to improve soil heal-
th, and Product A looks like the best 
way to accomplish this goal. Unfor-
tunately, Product A doesn’t qualify 
for funding, so we’ll go with Product 

B instead, even though it’s not going 
to accomplish our goal as well.”
 Completing funding applications 
can be time-consuming and frustra-
ting for producers, Doelman adds. 
 “Unless it’s a big project, I don’t 
apply for funding because I’m not 
going to get my time invested back,” 
she says. The time that she spends on 
the application and the submission 
of paperwork isn’t worth the money 
that she’ll get back from the program 
if the project is approved, she says.
 For smaller projects, “we invest our 
time in project completion instead of 
paperwork.” 

 De Jong agrees.
 “Environmental stewardship is in 
the farmer’s best interest, but returns 
are slow or are not noticeable in the 
short term,” he says.
 “Income generated on farms does  
not always allow for improvements,”  
he says. “And farmers should not have  
to compete against their neighbours 
for funding.”
 Farmers who consistently take care 
of their land and want to make further  
improvements should be rewarded, not 
be put at a disadvantage for access to  
funding, De Jong says. 
 Cost-share programs only fund 

Paul De Jong (second from the left), the owner and operator of the 
Charlton Angus Cattle Co., is the 2020 recipient of the 

Beef Farmers of Ontario’s Environmental Stewardship Award.
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(projects) that lead to improvements,” he says in an interview 
with Better Farming. 
 “If you are already doing the right things, you aren’t eligible 
for funding or you get a smaller portion of costs shared,” De 
Jong says. 
 “It is recommended that all farm operations complete an 
EFP and, for some (farmers, an EFP) is mandated,” De Jong 
says. 
 But “completion of an EFP is based on the honour system. 
There is no follow up to (ensure) accuracy and there is no 
requirement to improve on poor ratings.”
 Fortunately, industry stakeholders are constantly develo-
ping the EFP to meet producers’ needs.

A national EFP
Farmers are familiar with their provincial EFPs, and many 
producers participate in workshops and plan renewals. In 
total, 35 per cent of Canadian farmers and ranchers have 
completed an EFP, the National Environmental Farm Plan’s 
website says. This level of participation makes the EFP the 
most extensively used environmental program in the ag 
industry. 
 Now, stakeholders want to create a harmonized program 
that would build on the provincial and territorial EFPs’ cred- 
ibility, the website says. This new program could help farmers  
improve the marketability of their products as some major 
buyers shift to using EFPs as a marketing tool to show con- 
sumers their supply chains’ commitment to sustainability.
 A national standard could make purchasing more stream- 
lined for companies that buy products from multiple Canadian 
regions, the website says. 
 Reusser agrees. 
 “There is a good chance that many of our purchasers such 
as Loblaws, Costco and Walmart will require that farmers 
prove they are looking after the environment and producing 
sustainable products,” he says.
 “Farmers would prefer that ag stakeholders develop a pro- 
gram that proves our environmental sustainability rather 
than have these companies develop a program for us.”
 As part of this movement, the “OSCIA has been contribu-
ting over the last several years to a national harmonization 
effort involving all 10 provinces,” Andrew Graham, OSCIA’s 
executive director, says in a statement.
 “EFPs have the potential to play an important role in sup- 
porting the global movement toward more sustainably sourc- 
ed ingredients and products. Currently, six provinces (British  
Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Ontario, Quebec and Nova  
Scotia) have independently started or have completed benc-
hmarking their EFP content against the SAI Platform Farm 
Sustainability Assessment (FSA) 2.0,” Carlene Schneider, the 
agricultural communications consultant for the Alberta EFP, 
says in a statement. She prepared this statement in spring 
2019 on behalf of the national EFP group.
 The SAI Platform FSA assesses a farm’s level of sustain- 
ability by asking producers a set of questions. The answers 
help the SAI Platform standardize farm assessments, the 
organization’s website says. 
 “Through this (benchmarking) process, provinces will 

mailto:andrea.gal@farms.com
http://johndeere.com/Hay
http://johndeere.ca/Hay
https://www.deere.ca/en/index.html
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identify how their EFPs could help 
meet the international sustainable 
sourcing requirements and environ-
mental sustainability benchmarks 
laid out in the SAI Platform FSA 2.0. 
These provinces have all chosen to 
work toward the FSA 2.0 standard 
at the silver level, as it is widely used 
and benchmarked internationally,” 
Schneider says.
 The FSA contains 112 questions 
about the social, environmental and 
economic pillars of sustainability, 
says Betts. 
 “Provinces are looking to integrate 
or partner with other programs to in- 
clude some of those social and econo-
mic pieces that are not present in their  
respective EFPs,” he says.
 To achieve “silver level verification, 
farmers need to answer 100 per cent 
of the essential questions, 80 per cent 
of the basic questions and 50 per cent 
of the advanced questions.”
 Any producer can complete the 
free assessment online. 
 While farmers use provincial EFPs 
to demonstrate sustainability, a nation- 
wide approach to this program could 
improve planning and delivery, Betts 
says.
 “Collaboration is always better 
than doing things independently and 
spreads costs over multiple parties,” 
he says. In the process, “you also gain 
multiple sides of insight and resources 
to solve problems.”

Farmer benefits
“Sitting down for a day and going 
through the whole EFP workbook is a 
good reminder about BMPs and conti-
nuously improving your practices on 
the farm,” says Reusser. 
 Doelman agrees and comments on 
risk management. 
 “The EFP has benefited our farm by 
creating a formalized structure for due 
diligence, especially regarding wells, 
and fertilizer, pesticide and fuel stor-
age,” she says. 
 Risks “are often overlooked on a 
busy farm operation until there is a 
big problem,” she says. “And then it’s 
too little, too late.”
 The benefits of completing an EFP 
extend beyond the fence rows of farms 
and protecting the environment. For 

example, farmers can use their EFPs 
to keep themselves accountable.
 Completing an EFP “is also a great  
way to get into the habit of good 
record-keeping. I now update the site 
plan for our insurance company and 
our emergency response plan binder 
when I send in my EFP information,” 
Doelman says.
 Most importantly, the EFP boosts 
the credibility of local farmers, she  
adds. “The OSCIA provides a driveway 
sign for us to proudly show when an 
EFP is done. I wouldn’t say people 
actively seek these signs out, but they 
still let us say to our neighbours, ‘I 
prioritize environmental stewardship 
and here is proof.’”

Promoting participation
While they want to do what is best 
for the environment and improve the  
sustainability of their operations, far- 
mers also have bottom lines. Incent- 
ives can encourage producers to com- 
plete farm upgrades.
 For example, farmers could receive  
“tax credits for having current EFPs,” 
Doelman says. This commitment 

“would be a great start to reward good 
stewardship.”
 Increased promotion of participa-
ting farmers’ successes could encou-
rage other producers to complete 
EFPs for their operations. 
 “Economic drivers are key but, as  
we increasingly understand the impor-
tance of soil health and the impact of  
integrated biological systems on farms  
and crop production, producers will  
want to use more BMPs on their farms  
to ensure their viability for future 
generations,” Betts says. BF

Ontario’s Environmental Farm Plan “is an integral part 
of good production practices in modern agriculture, 
including livestock production,” says Brent Cavell.
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In August 2019, the Maumee Bay 
Brewing Co. of Toledo, Ohio, released 
a speciality beer. It commemorated 
the 2014 contamination of the city’s 
drinking water after a toxic algae 
bloom appeared in western Lake Erie.
 The brewers called the beer Creature 
from the Alegae Bloom. A swampy- 
looking double India pale ale with  
alcohol-by-volume at 7.2 per cent, it 
received mixed reviews on beer appre-
ciation websites. 
 However, the Ohio Environmental 
Council strongly endorsed the beve-
rage. The council received part of the 
proceeds from the sale of the specialty 
beer and used Creature to boost awa-
reness about Lake Erie’s condition.
 Nobody died in the crisis, which 
left half a million people without clean 
drinking water for nearly three days. 
But 110 people reported related ill-
nesses, the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention indicates. 
 A 2019 report from the Ohio De-
partment of Higher Education detailed 
54 algae bloom-related projects with 
total budgets of more than $7 million. 
Researchers’ projects included the use 
of tracking buoys and satellites, and 
new methods of livestock manure 
management.

 Last year, the Ontario government 
invested $1.8 million to support en-
vironmental research in on-farm so-
lutions to protect the province’s natu-
ral resources, Ernie Hardeman says 
in a statement to Better Farming. He’s 
the minister of agriculture, food and 
rural affairs.
 The provincial government has an-
nounced commitments to spend up to 
$2.5 million in 2020 for work in the 
Lake Erie-Lake St. Clair region and
expects to announce additional fun-
ding soon, Hardeman says.
 “Our government is committed to 
helping protect what matters most, 
such as water quality in the Lake Erie 
watershed,” he says. He points to land 
stewardship efforts by farmers and jo-
int federal-provincial projects in wes-
tern Lake Erie.
 Basic science linked phosphorus 
and algae to the 25,700-square- 
kilometre lake’s widely reported death 
in the 1960s.
 Phosphorus accumulation in the 
lake followed generations of buildup 
of industrial and urban effluent as 
well as runoff from intensely farmed 
lands.
 Phosphorus is a naturally occurring 
element. Farmers apply livestock ma-

nure and commercial fertilizers to pro- 
vide this essential nutrient for crop 
production. But when concentrated 
in water bodies, phosphorus can foster 
toxic algae growth and deplete life- 
giving dissolved oxygen. 
 Remedial efforts that began in earn- 
est 50 years ago concentrated on in-
dustrial and municipal sources. But 
the re-emergence lately of hazards in 
western Lake Erie has focused govern- 
ment and scientific attention on the 
agricultural industry.
 In 2016, U.S. and Canadian govern- 
ments aimed to reduce the phosphor- 
us levels that entered the lake by 40 
per cent before 2025. Officials used 
2008 levels as the reference for the 
target. 
 By 2018, Lake Erie’s annual phos-
phorus load was close to the 11,000- 
tonne target. 
 However, the amount of dissolved, 
reactive phosphorus in the lake has 
increased, says a report written by 
Dr. Jeff Reutter, a retired Ohio State 
University biologist. Total phospho-
rus includes particulate attached to 
soil which is 25 per cent bioavail- 
able whereas dissolved phosphorus is 
100 per cent bioavailable.

Continued on page 26 
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Visit your local STIHL Dealer  
for more information!

www.stihl.ca

9 Locations • Huron Tractor • www.hurontractor.com
Alliston • New Tec Recreation • 705-435-5206

Ancaster • Brothers Equipment Rentals • 905-648-4489
BarrieNorth • McLaren Equipment • 705-734-2424

Belleville • Deerhaven Farm & Garden • 613-962-5021
Belmont • Dale’s Equipment Centre • 519-644-0670
Binbrook • O’Neil’s Farm Equipment • 905-572-6714

Brampton • Green Tractors • 905-846-2511
Brantford • Brant Tractor • 519-449-2500

Brantford • Northgate Rent All • 519-759-8910
Chatham • C.L. Benninger • 519-352-8070

Chatham • Chatham Outdoor Power • 519-354-3990
Chesley • Bruce Service Sales & Rtls • 519-363-6345 

Dundalk • Highland Supply • 1-800-265-9154
Dundas • Marsh Bros. Tractor • 905-627-9281

Dundas • WPE Landscape Equipment • 905-628-3055
Dunnville • Peter’s Engine & Rental Centre • 905-774-7615

Earlton • Green Tractors • 705-563-2134
Eastern Engines Inc. • Williamsburg • 613-535-2488

Elmira • Martin’s Small Engines • 519-669-2884
Elora • DeBoer’s Farm Equipment • 519-846-5388
Erin • Stewart’s Farm Equipment • 519-833-9616 

Essex • Southpoint Equipment • 519-776-8900
Exeter • Becker Power & Leisure • 519-235-2757

Fonthill • Pic’s Motor Clinic • 905-892-3041
Formosa • Lloyd Kuntz Sales & Service • 519-367-2913

Georgetown • Adams Rent-All • 905-877-0157
Glencoe • Fulline Farm & Garden Eq • 519-287-2840

Goderich • Argyle Marine & Small Engine • 519-524-5361
Godfrey • LD Power Sports • 613-374-5604

Halton • Green Tractors • 905-878-2121
Hanover • Bruce Service Sales & Rtls • 519-364-6345

Ingersoll • Ingersoll Rent-All • 519-485-4231
Kingston • Green Tractors • 613-541-3912

Kitchener • Connect Equipment • 519-696-2568 
London • Hyde Park Equipment • 519-471-1400

Lucknow • Robert’s Farm Equipment • 519-529-7995
Meaford • Rice’s Home Hardware • 519-538-3830

Midland • Bestway Rent-All • 705-526-3223 
Milverton • Albrecht’s Chainsaw Service • 519-595-2579

Mississauga • WPE Landscape Equipment • 905-569-2055
Mitchell • Wighty’s Repairs • 519-348-0404

Mount Forest • Robert’s Farm Equipment • 519-323-2755
Nobleton • Green Tractors • 905-859-0581

North Bay • Arnstein Lawn & Garden • 705-472-8500
Omemee • Green Tractors • 705-799-2427

Orangeville • Larry’s Small Engine • 519-941-1517
Oshawa • Durham Kubota • 905-655-3291

Peterborough • Heming Lawn & Garden Equipment • 705-742-6249
Petrolia • Podolinsky Equipment • 519-844-2360

Port Colborne • Bud’s Small Engine Service • 905-835-2243
Port Perry • Green Tractors • 905-985-9701 

Prescott • Beach Home Hardware • 613-925-4286
Simcoe • Norfolk Tractor • 519-426-1090

St Catharines • St Catharines NH • 905-688-5160
St Marys • Turf Care Products • 519-284-0549

Stouffville • Hutchinson Farm Supply • 905-640-2692
Strathroy • Tadgell’s • 519-245-1103

SW Ontario • Premier Equipment • premierequipment.ca
Wallenstein • E&F Sauder Sales & Service • 519-669-2192

Waterdown • Weeks Hardware • 905-689-6618
Wyoming • Southpoint Equipment • 519-845-0202

W A T E R  Q U A L I T Y

FARM FAMILY PROTECTS THE ENVIRONMENT

The Mendrek family introduced new 
measures in their farm operation 
over the past 10 years to manage 
erosion and related nutrient runoff 
problems in several ways.
 “This (work) is part of being a 
good steward and a responsible far-
mer,” Ted Mendrek says. He grows 
onions and carrots with his wife Joy-
ce and their son, Nick, on 100 acres 
of “muck” soil on the narrow, west 
banks of the Holland River.
 The Mendreks received a 2019 
award from the Lake Simcoe Region 
Conservation Authority for land man- 
agement improvements. One such 
project was a naturalized 25-foot 
(7.5-metre) buffer strip that stabilizes 
a 1,500-foot (450-metre) section of 
fragile riverbank. 
 At the time of Better Farming’s late 
winter visit, the farm office over- 
looked a 50-acre field covered in win- 
ter residue from cover-crop barley.
 The family use barley for early sea- 
son shelter of vegetable seedlings 
and to protect the soil against wind 
erosion. 
 Two years ago, the Mendreks also 
added a de-dirting system to their 

carrot harvest equipment to retain 
soil once trucked routinely to near-
by packing plants.
 The family conduct soil testing 
annually and monitor crop devel- 
opment with tissue samples. The 
Mendreks use this data to finely tune 
their nutrient-management plans 
and apply their fertilizer with GPS 
guidance. 
 Ted figures these targeted fertil- 
izer applications have saved the fam- 
ily between 15 and 20 per cent of 
production costs. 
 Drainage tile renovations include 
water storage to allow the family to 
better monitor and manage water 
flow. 
 These nutrient management strat- 
egies benefit adjacent water quality 
by retaining nutrients, including 
phosphorus, within the farm’s soil, 
Ted says. Keeping nutrients out of 
adjacent waterways also helps con-
serve soil.
 “In the last 20 or 30 years, we’ve 
lost through erosion at least 15 to 
20 feet (4.6 to 6.1 metres) of land to 
the Holland River,” he says. “We must 
control that erosion of our land.” BF

Ted Mendrek, a farmer in the Holland Marsh, stands with his carrot-
harvesting machine that has de-dirting features.
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Continued from page 23
 Dr. Wanhong Yang and his grad-
uate students at the University of Guel-
ph’s Watershed Evaluation Group have 
conducted many studies examining 
the agricultural practices, public poli- 
cies and social dimensions of non-
point pollution in Ontario. 
 The most effective solutions account 
for variations in landscape and require 
“a generational effort,” Yang tells Bet-
ter Farming.
 “We have 200 watersheds in Lake 
Erie. Some of them ... you can do 
everything, and it doesn’t matter. You 
only achieve 10 per cent improvement 
(in environmental conditions). Some 
watersheds can achieve 80 per cent,” 
Yang says. “It’s like everybody’s diffe-
rent; the landscape is also different.”
 Late in the summer of 2019, Keith 
Reid, a Guelph-based soil scientist, and 
colleagues at Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada began publishing a series 
of research papers documenting phos- 
phorus in Canadian agricultural soils. 
Researchers at Waterloo, McMaster, 
Ryerson and Windsor universities have 
also investigated Lake Erie-related 

subjects. 
 “We’re trying to understand” the 
changing problem of surplus phos-
phorus, Reid says. 
 “If we can’t understand, we can’t 
give good advice to policy managers. 
I’m always conscious if we give advice, 
it has to be something that’s actually 
practical to implement.” 
 The current 11,000-tonne target 
for total phosphorus in Lake Erie 
sounds like a lot, but it’s a relatively 
small amount when broken down into 
the contributions from individual fi-
elds. Typical loss rates for fertilizer 
likely represent less than a dollar an 
acre, says Reid. Some proposed tech-
nical solutions come at a much high- 
er cost, he adds.
 A group of Ohio State University 
researchers has studied the ins and 
outs of a tax on phosphorus. Members 
of the International Joint Commission 
have considered the potential of phos- 
phorus licencing regulations. This U.S.- 
Canada commission oversees common 
issues across the Great Lakes border.
 “The lake is telling us that we need 
to do more,” says Matthew Child, a 

physical scientist in the Windsor of-
fice of the International Joint Com-
mission. “Although there are some 
good things happening, … the lake is 
still expressing significant distress, 
and sources from agricultural land- 
scapes are contributing to that issue.”
 The problems are manageable but 
will require customized solutions, Reid 
says. The fix will take “many little 
hammers, but it’s the right hammers 
in the right place,” he adds.
 “We need to look at each field and 
say, OK, ... where are the opportuni-
ties where we can most effectively re-
duce losses” of phosphorus? BF

During the algae bloom, government officials posted signs warning people to avoid the water.
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The bad news about Lake Simcoe is 
that phosphorus loads rose, reports 
the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation 
Authority’s most recent analysis. But 
the LSRCA’s researchers also discov- 
ered some good news.
 Dissolved oxygen, which is an im-
portant marker for improved water 
quality, also increased over three ye-
ars, although conservation officials 
aren’t yet entirely sure why. 
 The report, released in January, 
covers the three years which ended 
in the spring of 2017. 
 More than 30 years of work with 
agricultural landowners in the 3,400- 
square-kilometre Lake Simcoe water- 
shed has reduced erosion and related 
phosphorus runoff from farmland, 
says Mike Walters. He’s the chief ad-
ministrative officer at the LSRCA.
 A soil scientist by training, Walters 
joined the LSRCA 35 years ago. His 
first assignment included stewardship 
assistance for landowners. 
 Co-operation with farmers has 

worked well and accounts for three- 
quarters of the LSRCA’s stewardship 
work. Projects include introducing 
(or, in some cases, upgrading) buf-
fers, erosion control, manure stora-
ge, wash-water discharge and tile 
outlet control structures.
 Between 2014 and 2018, with the 
LSRCA’s support, farmers introduced 
cover crops on about 5,928 acres of 
the watershed. These efforts reduced 
phosphorus loading by an estimated 
933 kilograms over the four years, 
Walters says. 
 The Holland River, which drains 
into Lake Simcoe, experienced an 8 
per cent decrease in phosphorus 
concentration.
 Even so, phosphorus continues to 
accumulate across the lake’s 722- 
square-kilometre area. Farm sources 
still contribute, as do urban areas 
booming with development along 
the Highway 400-404 corridor be- 
tween Vaughan and Barrie. As a result, 
the Newmarket-based conservation 
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WINS IN SOME OF ONTARIO’S WATERSHEDS

One of the municipal blind inlets 
at the Woodstock demonstration 

site drains about 50 acres in 
an alfalfa field. 

Tham
es River Phosphorus Reduction Collaborative photo
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authority has adopted what Walters 
says are Ontario’s strictest stormwater 
management policies. They have “zero 
discharge” limits for new construction.
 He links the puzzling findings in 
the most recent phosphorus load re-
port to “changes in the weather pat-
tern, changes in seasonality,” he says.
 The report for Lake Simcoe calcu-
lated 131 tonnes for 2017. That figu-
re is almost double the previous year’s 
73-tonne load, which fell from 87 ton- 
nes in 2015. 
 The 2017 data most likely reflects 
the changing nature and timing of 
precipitation, Walters says.
 “We’re getting these freeze-thaw 
cycles in January and December,” he 
says. “Because the water’s flowing 
over frozen ground, there’s no place 
for it to infiltrate. ... Anything that’s 
on the surface is getting washed” 
into the watershed. 
 As for improvements in dissolved 
oxygen, Walters has some hypothe-
ses. Researchers will examine the in-
creasing role of filter-feeding invas- 
ive mussels which can cycle Lake 
Simcoe’s water volume within about 
four days. These mussels may re- 
move phosphorus and might explain 
improvements in dissolved oxygen.
 Interest in environmental projects 
in the Lake Simcoe watershed ex-
tends beyond the region. For exam-
ple, in 2018, the Florida-based Ever-
glades Foundation used the Holland 
River as a test site for phosphorus- 
removal technology companies which 
were competing for a US$10-million 
international prize. This summer, five 
teams will participate in the final pha-
se of testing in the Everglades.
 The OFA commissioned a 2017 re-
view of phosphorus remediation ef-
forts. The researchers found hundreds 
of projects, some of which began as 
early as 1960. Project participants in-
cluded Canadian and Ontario govern- 
ment agencies, consulting engine-
ers, university researchers and con-
servation authorities. 
 Charles Lalonde, a Guelph-based 
agricultural engineer, managed a fe-
derally funded project of the Holland 
Marsh Growers’ Association. The four- 
year project, which ended in 2016, 

evaluated a variety of agricultural, 
wastewater treatment systems.
 More recently, Lalonde began 
working as the project coordinator 
of the Thames River Phosphorus Re-
duction Collaborative (TRPRC). The 
OFA and the Chicago-based Great 
Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initia-
tive are jointly administering the col- 
laborative. TRPRC funders include 
the Canadian and Ontario govern-
ments as well as other stakeholders 
who provided in-kind contributions. 
 In five locations within the Thames 
watershed, Lalonde and his collabo-
rators have begun a five-year test of 
techniques that intercept and treat 
farm drainage water. The Thames rises 
from wetlands in Perth County and 
flows 273 kilometres southwest 
through London. The river enters 
the Great Lakes system at Lighthouse 
Cove on Lake St. Clair.
 The demonstration includes two 
patented treatment methods, one by 
Waterloo Biofilter Systems Inc. of 
Waterloo and the other by Muddy 
River Technologies of Delta, B.C. Both 
methods use electrical current with 
settling and filtration materials at 
municipal drain sites near Chatham 
and London, respectively. 
 On a row crop farm in Oxford 
County, TRPRC collaborators are test- 
ing slag-filled cartridges inserted in 
field drainage pipes. Bluewater Pipe 
Inc. and McCutcheon Farm Drainage 
Ltd. installed the system.
 At another Oxford County farm, 
TRPRC representatives installed Silt 
Sock Environmental filter tubes in 
Hickenbottom drainage structures. 

 Finally, researchers are testing Fil-
trexx NutriLoxx absorbent material 
installed in concrete chambers at the 
edge of a drainage system on a 
Chatham-Kent row crop and hog 
farm.
 Lalonde supports “a multi-barrier 
approach” to phosphorus manage-
ment. It begins with careful control 
of fertilizer applications, tillage and 
cropping activity to avoid waste. The 
approach also must include edge-of- 
field controls such as those systems 
mentioned in the TRPRC study.
 To date, farmers’ mitigation work 
has concentrated on methods that 
prevent phosphorus from leaving 
their fields. 
 Planned TRPRC experiments will 
fill knowledge gaps about “what hap- 
pens when that phosphorus has al-
ready left the land and is in the wat-
er system,” Mark Reusser says.
 He is a Waterloo County poultry 
producer and an OFA vice-president. 
He also co-chairs the TRPRC project 
with Randy Hope, a former Chatham- 
Kent mayor.
 “This is not rocket science,” Reus-
ser says. “The trick is to do (this as-
sessment) at a field scale, and eco-
nomically in southwestern Ontario.”
 Treatment methods “will all be cos- 
ted,” he says. “The whole point is ... to 
see if we can do it cheap enough so 
a farmer can say, ‘This makes sense 
for me.’
 “It’s our intent in agriculture ... to 
see if we can do this (work) volunta-
rily in an economically efficient way 
without having provincial legislation 
come down on us.” BF

In June, industry stakeholders toured a Thames River Phosphorus 
Reduction Collaborative demonstration project. 

Tham
es River Phosphorus Reduction Collaborative photo
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Farming is a tough job no matter 
where you live. Producers face fickle 
weather patterns, volatile markets 
and increasing scrutiny from the 
government and consumers. 
 Despite the challenges at home, 
some Canadian producers volunteer 
to help other farmers abroad. 
 About 90 per cent of the world’s 
570 million farms are family-owned, 
the Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion of the United Nations estimates.  
 Most farms are smallholdings in 
the developing world. Producers in 
such operations grow food mostly for 
subsistence, and their resources are 
limited. 

 Smallholder farmers are diverse, 
and so are the challenges they face. In 
addition to the weather and market 
challenges inherent in the agricultu-
ral industry, smallholders also face 
such hurdles as poverty and limited 
access to land, markets and agrono-
mic resources. 
 This month, Better Farming ex-
plores how Canadian farmers and 
organizations help improve the lives 
of producers in developing regions. 
We speak with Dr. Rebecca Tiessen, 
a professor of international deve-
lopment and global studies at the 
University of Ottawa, about finding 
a good-quality international volun-

teering program. We also connect 
with the founders, volunteers and 
employees of organizations that work 
to improve the lives of farmers in 
developing regions.
 While the COVID-19 pandemic 
has halted international travel, we 
consider how Canadian farmers have 
assisted their counterparts around 
the world and look forward to a time 
when such activities will again be 
feasible.

Farmers Helping Farmers 
About 40 years ago, Prince Edward 
Island hosted the International 
Family Farm Consultation. At the 

mailto:andrea.gal@farms.com
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time, 30 farm families in P.E.I. hos-
ted representatives from 30 develo-
ping countries for two weeks, Teresa 
Mellish tells Better Farming. She is 
one of the founders of Farmers Hel-
ping Farmers.
 During the event, “this hurricane 
went through the island of Dominica, 
flattening their banana crop,” Mellish 
says. The Dominican representative 
discussed the stress on the farm 
families of Dominica. 
 The news of the disaster affected 
the farmers from P.E.I. They wanted 
to better understand the challenges 
that farmers face in developing nati-
ons, so the P.E.I. producers developed 

an exchange program. “Out of that 
came Farmers Helping Farmers,” 
Mellish says.
 After much discussion, organizers 
launched an exchange program in 
Kenya and Tanzania. They had strong 
relationships with representatives 
and partner organizations in those 
countries. Farmers Helping Farmers 
has since developed a long-standing 
relationship with women’s groups, 
dairies and schools in Kenya’s Meru 
County. 
 Although program volunteers 
used to work all over the country, 
they now focus on one region.
 “We work with (local groups) for 

several years in more depth, and we 
make a difference before we leave,” 
Mellish says. 
 Farmers Helping Farmers sends 
experts in dairy production, horti-
culture, nutrition and bookkeeping 
to teach local producers, and employs 
six full-time staff in Kenya who train 
area farmers year-round, Mellish 
says. 
 Kendra Thurston is a field research 
agronomist at Cavendish Farms in 
P.E.I., and she travelled to Kenya with 
Farmers Helping Farmers for three 
weeks in February.
 “I was a little nervous of not 
knowing what I was really going to 

Producers from a local potato society in Kenya filled 
out a survey. They met with Farmers Helping Farmers 
staff to discuss similarities and differences between 

potato production in Meru County and P.E.I. 
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be able to do and how I was going to 
be able to help,” Thurston tells Better 
Farming. But “very quickly, on the 
ground … things came together.  
 “Most of the farmers in Kenya, or 
at least the region we were in, are the 
wives. The husbands work outside the 
home,” she says. “The women there 
don’t have a lot of access to resources, 
so they quite often are self-organizing 
and creating women’s groups.”
 She worked with women’s groups 
to help install rainwater tanks and 
drip irrigation systems. Thurston 
gave advice on planting, harvesting 
and storage techniques for crops like 
kale, potatoes and flash collards.
 She also helped develop a safer 
spraying mechanism for pesticides.
 Many farmers in Kenya “use 
knapsack sprayers, and they don’t 
really have any protective gear,” 
Thurston explains. Farmers Helping 
Farmers’ representatives developed 
a sprayer that producers can pull 
behind their bodies, so people don’t 
walk through the spray. 

Enactus: Project One Seed 
Project One Seed organizers and 
volunteers have worked in Zambia 
since 2012. 
 As of 2019, the team has improved 
the lives of at least 638,704 people 
living there, organizers estimate. 
 Belinda Bowman is a beef farmer 
in Middlesex and Bruce counties who 
has travelled to Zambia to assist with 
Project One Seed. 
 “I work directly with Lambton 
College and Enactus,” Bowman tells 
Better Farming. Enactus is an inter-
national non-profit that collaborates 
with universities and colleges to deli-
ver economic and social development 
projects all over the world. 
 Jon Milos, a business professor at 
Lambton College, coordinates Project 
One Seed along with “an amazing 
team of students,” Bowman says.
 Before departure on her first trip, 
Bowman had an important meeting 
with the team to discuss project 
goals, logistics and cultural sensiti-
vity, she says. 
 It was important to understand 
modesty standards in Zambia and 
wear appropriate clothing. The Pro-

ject One Seed team also learned a 
different handshake and some basic 
Tonga, which is the native language 
in Zambia, Bowman explains. 
 “Each trip is typically 12 days: a 
day each way commuting and then 
10 days on the ground,” she says. In 
Monze, the region in which Project 
One Seed’s representatives currently 
work, Canadian participants stay in a 
gated community. They have indivi-
dual rooms and running water.
 “It’s not tough living conditions 
by any means,” Bowman says. “Each 
day, we’re typically going out and 
meeting with a specific village.”
 Organizers named the project 
after the agronomic practice of plan-
ting one seed in each hole. Previously, 
farmers hand-broadcast seed and 
then dragged a felled tree across the 
land with an ox to turn the soil, Bow-
man explains. The one-seed, no-till 
planting method was so effective that 
it spread rapidly from farmer to far-
mer in the region. 
 Even growers not involved with 
the project adopted the practice. 
 “That’s how (Project One Seed) 
started, and it evolved from there,” 
Bowman says. “We operate training 
sessions, which basically train the 
trainer in a classroom setting, on 
agronomic practices and safety.”
 The project has grown over the 
years. 
 “We’re doing follow-up meetings 
as well. As the project has evolved, 

there’s been economic development,” 
she says. Project One Seed partici-
pants review how things have been 
going and what could be improved, 
Bowman explains. 

Finding a program
If the stories from Project One Seed 
and Farmers Helping Farmers have 
piqued your interest in volunteering 
abroad, you must start by finding a 
reputable group to work with. But the 
process can be confusing. 
 “There is a range of programs,” 
Tiessen tells Better Farming. Some 
companies are for-profit, some are 
not-for-profit, and some organizati-
ons have branches of both. 
 Some programs focus exclusively 
on sending volunteers abroad, “and 
then others are not-for-profit but 
linked to much broader initiatives,” 
she adds. Broader programs include 
fundraising, preparing joint grant 
applications and working with part-
ner organizations to build capacity 
beyond volunteer visits. 
 Capacity building involves indi-
viduals acquiring the skills, infor-
mation, tools and other resources 
needed to complete work. 
 Organizations that are part of 
the Volunteer Cooperation Program 
(VCP) are “really highly regarded 
within Canada, because their volun-
teers are part of their programming,” 
Tiessen explains. 
 The VCP is a Canadian govern-

Farmers Helping Farmers volunteers developed this prototype 
of a reduced-risk pull-behind sprayer and demonstrated it to 

growers at a field day. 

Kendra Thurston photo
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ment program that pairs skilled Cana-
dians with international development 
project organizers who could use their 
expertise.
 These organizations carry out long-
term projects and have strong relation-
ships with local partners. 
 Local partnerships are “very much 
tied into the sustainability of the pro-
gram,” she adds. 
 Responsible international volunte-
ering opportunities have sustainability 
standards and structures that maxi-
mize benefits and minimize potential 
negative effects on the host community, 
such as distorting the local economy. 
 Researchers such as Dr. Eric Hart-
man, the executive director of the Cen-
tre for Peace and Global Citizenship 
at Haverford College in Pennsylvania, 
and Dr. Cody Morris Paris, the deputy 
director of academic planning and 
research at Middlesex University in 
Dubai, provide helpful information on 
the ethical standards for international 
volunteer programs. They focus on the 
characteristics of fair trade learning.
 Although you may be able to iden-
tify a program with those characte-
ristics yourself, Tiessen recommends 
finding a program through the VCP.
 When preparing for a volunteer trip 
abroad, “think about the impact as a 
longitudinal process,” Tiessen says. 
“The impact begins before (volunteers) 
leave in terms of building relationships, 
creating contacts, doing background 
work and understanding what the 
needs are in the partner country and 
organization.”
 While you’re in the host community 
delivering skills and building relation-
ships, your “emphasis should be on 
sharing and focusing on mutual bene-
fit. (Volunteers should) go in with an 
attitude that they have both something 
to learn and something to give,” Ties-
sen says. 
 “That synergy of knowledge sharing 
is bigger than the idea of the helping 
imperative,” she adds. 
 Finally, “the impact needs to be  
reflected beyond the placement ab-
road,” Tiessen says. The effort can 
include maintaining relationships, fun-
draising, joint project applications and 
information-sharing once you return 
home from the trip. 
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Improving a volunteer program
Farmers travelling abroad to provide 
agronomic and animal husbandry 
training bring a specific, in-demand 
skill set, Tiessen says.
 This agricultural experience can 
lead to increased capacity, but volun-
teers should also ensure that they 
avoid expressing the saviour attitude.
 Because of their skills, volunteers 
from the agricultural community 
might have a stronger commitment 
than younger, student volunteers to 
helping and having a big influence on 
a community, Tiessen says. 
 Given that mindset, some volun-
teers might set themselves up for 
misunderstandings with the host 
community or even demonstrate 
patronizing behaviour. 
 Volunteers “need to go in with 
some humility and some interest in 
learning. I’m not saying that (the 
expression of the saviour attitude) 
happens a lot, but we can’t help but 
have that saviour filter.” 
 Understanding that you’re in a 
region to deliver skills and teach resi-
dents, but that you also likely have a 
lot to learn from the host community, 
is important. 
 Tiessen asked host communities 
how they’d like to see volunteer 
efforts improve. The top three res-
ponses were better cultural unders-
tanding, increased language training 
and longer visits.
 Not expressing shock over cultu-
ral practices such as polygamy and 
having some basic language unders-
tanding can help improve interacti-
ons between hosts and participants, 
she adds. 
 “The more people know going in 
and the more open-minded people 
are, the stronger the relationships are 
between partners and volunteers,” 
Tiessen says. 
 Extending the length of visits can 
be tricky when you are running a 
farm back home. 
 “When given the opportunity to 
say what (host communities) would 
like to see changed with volunteer 
programs, our partners almost una-
nimously say (volunteers) should 
stay longer,” Tiessen says. However, 
“people didn’t consider two-year 

volunteers as superior to two-week 
volunteers. They saw a place for 
everybody, especially when they were 
bringing very specific skills.” 

Effects on international farmers
Organizations like Farmers Helping 
Farmers and Project One Seed have 
had tangible effects on the communi-
ties they work in. 
 For example, Farmers Helping 
Farmers’ volunteers helped women’s 
groups improve their access to water, 
Mellish says. Getting water is a 
hardship for many women in Kenya. 
 “The women there that we were 
meeting were so generous and so 
gracious,” adds Thurston. “They were 
passionate about explaining what 
they grew and why, and were very 
grateful for the water tanks and drip 
irrigation lines. They were excited 
to talk to us about how (these tools) 
improved their ability to sell (their 
crops) to the market.”
 The farmers mostly practise 
subsistence agriculture, cultivating 
between half an acre to three acres 
of land, but additional water allows 
farmers to grow some higher-value 
crops, such as melons or carrots. 
They can be sold at a market in Nai-
robi, Thurston explains.
 Farmers Helping Farmers’ repre-
sentatives have also trained women 
to produce and cook vitamin-rich 
foods, such as carrots and sweet 
potatoes, enabling families to avoid 

deficiencies in vitamin A, Mellish 
says. 
 “For the schools, we’ve established 
lunch programs,” including gardens 
and cookhouses for 3,000 kids, she 
says. “Their school attendance and 
their marks have improved.”
 Dairy farmers in Kenya also bene-
fit from the programs. 
 “We work with the University of 
P.E.I. which has the Atlantic Veteri-
nary College. We take vets and 
veterinary students with us every 
time we go (to Kenya). They train the 
women to get more milk and improve 
the health of their cows,” Mellish 
explains. 
 Bowman also observed how Pro-
ject One Seed empowered farmers to 
improve their systems in Zambia.
 “We’re not there to hand them 
money, and we’re not there to do the 
work. We’re there to teach,” Bowman 
explains. And it’s working. 
 “In 2019, the producers in that 
project generated over $49 million 
dollars. And all that goes directly 
back into their economy. When you 
break that down, it’s over $6,000 per 
household,” Bowman says.
 The amount is significant in a 
region where households live on 
exceptionally limited incomes. 
 The economic gains from agricul-
tural development have snowballed 
into increased education and capacity 
in the region. 
 “We’ll work on projects and we 

Teresa Mellish presented solar lights to members of the Destiny 
Mboroga Women’s Group near Meru, Kenya. The photo was 

taken during a November 2019 trip.
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B&G LOUGHLIN TRACTORS
Hallville • 613-989-2636

BOURBONNAIS EQUIPMENT
Sarsfield • 613-835-2623 

FEENSTRA’S EQUIPMENT
Athens • 613-924-2805

G.J.’S FARM EQUIPMENT
Burgessville • 519-424-9374

HAWLEY’S GARAGE
Belleville • 613-969-5525

J&H SALES AND SERVICE
Chesley • 519-363-3510

M&P FARM EQUIPMENT
Almonte • 613-253-4957

MARK MCCABE TRACTOR SALES
Lindsay • 705-799-2868

PIC’S MOTOR CLINIC
Fonthill • 905-892-3041

PROFOTA’S FARM EQUIPMENT
Chatham • 519-354-5100

R.E. EGGER TRUCK & MACHINE
Dunnville • 905-774-1060

YURKE SALES & SERVICE
Comber • 519-687-2209

go back,” Bowman says. “Sometimes 
you’re shocked they’ve taken some-
thing and run with it, and it’s not 
something you would ever expect to 
see.” 
 Some benefits are certainly mutual 
and less tangible.
 “The feeling of welcomeness that 
we get upon arrival is just phenome-
nal,” Bowman says. 
 “We’ve developed friendships; 
we’ve developed relationships.” 

Effects on you
Working with farmers in Kenya “gave 
some perspective to everything,” 
Thurston says. 
 “There are so many people out 
there who are just trying to survive. 
They’re trying to keep their children 
happy and healthy, and trying to put 
their kids through school. They’re 
just trying to cover some of their 
basic needs,” she says. 
 “They’re so gracious and so gene-
rous. Everywhere we would go, 
they’d offer us tea and bread. They 
have so little, but they offer so much.” 

 For many participants, “it’s a 
life-changing experience,” Mellish 
says.
 “These women in Kenya whom we 
work with are every bit as smart as I 
am and every bit as hard working as I 
am,” she says. 
 “They just were born in a place 
where they don’t have as many 
resources available. I feel very happy 
that I can make some Canadian 
resources available to them.” 
 That perspective is valuable for all 
Canadians. 
 The experience “offered me a lot 
of growth and perspective on what’s 
important in life,” Thurston says. 
 Bowman agrees.
  “It’s so humbling – that’s the best 
word that I can use to describe it,” 
she says. “The first time I went, I had 
this sense of empowerment. I was 
going there to be the teacher. But 
(teaching) went both ways. I learned 
just as much as I taught while I was 
there.
 “It’s amazing how sometimes 
having nothing tangible reassigns the 

value of non-monetary things, like 
kindness and compassion,” she says.
 Working with farmers from deve-
loping regions provides an oppor-
tunity to support the international 
farming community, but also provi-
des a chance for personal growth. 
 “A trip like this – with the right 
team, the right people and the right 
objectives – will change you, if you 
let it. I came back from the first trip 
and my heart was wide open,” Bow-
man says. BF

http://www.mccormick.it/as/
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OVERCOMING BARRIERS       
TO INNOVATION IN AG       

Farmers and other agri-food innovators must commit to a long-term vision in their search for improvements.

Farmers are masters of innovation. 
They regularly problem-solve to 
overcome challenges in the barn or 
field with creative solutions. 
 “Dad started no till in ‘91 through 
necessity, trying to make things – 
equipment, fuel and labour costs – a 

little bit cheap-
er,” Mike 
Belan, a corn, 
soybean and 
wheat farmer 
from Lambton 
County, told 
Better Farming. 
The Innovative 
Farmers 

Association of Ontario named him as 
the 2020 Innovative Farmer of the 
Year.  
 “We kind of realized it was a 
blessing in disguise that we went to 
no till because of the benefits for the 
soil,” Belan said. “As we went down 
that path, we got into cover crops. … 
That’s where more innovation started 
because we had to find a way to 
interseed into corn and make it 
establish, and be able to plant green 
into a cover crop.” 
 For Belan and his family, innova-

tion began from an imperative to cut 
costs, and evolved into a continual 
learning and improvement process. 
So how can other producers and 
entrepreneurs incorporate innovation 
into their farms or businesses? 
 To answer that question, Better 
Farming connected with four experts 
in the agri-food innovation space:  
 Belan 
 Sarah Hargreaves, the research  
 director for the Ecological Farmers 
 Association of Ontario (EFAO) 
 Tyler Whale, the president of 
 Ontario Agri-Food Technologies  
 Dr. Colin Yates, the chair of the 
 Centre for Research and Innova-  
 tion (CRI) at Fanshawe College 

Why innovate 
Hargreaves runs the farmer-led 
research program at EFAO, where 
producers can receive logistical 
support and a stipend to conduct field 
trials under farmer-chosen priorities.  
 Participants have many motiva-
tions for trying new things, she said. 
Some farmers are solving an issue and 
other growers hope to reap benefits. 
Still other producers hope to generate 
data to convince the broader agricul-

tural community that trying new 
things and farming in different ways 
is OK.  
 “Even if the project doesn’t go very 
well … the process of going through 
that scientific method of walking 
through a protocol, taking observa-

tions and 
being account-
able to the 
program – a 
lot of farmers 
really like that,” 
she said.  
 So, in 
innovation, the 
process is just 

as important as the product.  
 Innovation might be defined a 
little differently in a business and 
technology framework.  
 “In my world, we often mistake 
innovation with invention,” Whale 
told Better Farming. 
 “Invention is taking money and 
generating ideas, (while) innovation 
is taking ideas and generating a 
return on investment. … (Innovation 
is) the application or the execution of 
the idea to solve a problem or create 
benefit,” he explained.
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Sarah Hargreaves Tyler Whale

To succeed in agricultural technology innovation, “you need that value chain to  
help to leverage the relationship that it has with farmers,” Tyler Whale said.



M o e ’ s  M a r k e t  M i n u t e

The agriculture industry has worked so hard to shed light on the importance of mental 
health. We are breaking down the stigma, opening up, reaching out and sharing the 
strength we sometimes all need. And there have been a lot of challenges over the last 
many months that can take a toll on our outlook. Trade, transportation, processing 
capacity and the impact of COVID-19 are ongoing issues that add uncertainty and 
stress for everyone throughout the agri-food sector and our rural communities.

These have been unprecedented times. All these uncertainties can be unsettling. 
We encourage everyone to stay connected and keep in touch to continue supporting 
each other. 

• Reach out. Is there someone you know who is particularly isolated or vulnerable, 
or you just haven’t heard from them in awhile. Pick up the phone and check in.

• Take a break. When you know you need a change, try and take a mental break 
from work, even if it’s just for a day or just going for a drive.

• Ask for help. If you find yourself feeling overwhelmed, stressed or just not sure 
how to cope, get in touch with family or friends. Try not to isolate yourself. 

For more information, please check out the links to mental health resources across 
the province at ofa.on.ca/resources/mental-health-resources.

OFA: We are stronger together.
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 In the agri-food industry, innova-
tion can be incredibly diverse.   
 “Innovation is just so broad and 
complex and, to me, ag is both the 
highest- and the lowest-tech sector in 
the world,” Whale said.  
 The ag industry may be the least 
digitized sector, as much of the work 
and data collection is done by hand. 
But tractors had autosteer long before 
autonomous vehicles existed, and 
farmers measured livestock biomet-
rics long before a person strapped on 
a Fitbit, he explained.  
 Innovation is a way to leverage 
research and creativity, albeit with 
some risk, to find new ways to bring 
more benefits to the ag industry.  

How we innovate
At the farm level, innovation may 
seem relatively straightforward, but it 
certainly involves expertise, manage-
ment and a vision. For Belan and his 
family, innovation stems from the 
goal of improving the land.  
 “Soil health is definitely the moti-
vation. We’ve really changed our view 
of farming as soil health first,” he said. 
“We know that this is the direction we 
want (to go), so we just make it work.” 
 He has an uncle who is a good 
fabricator who can alter machinery. 
And, since Belan has no livestock to 

care for, he has 
more time to 
focus on 
management, 
he explained.  
 “We kind of 
figure out our 
own idea and 
run with it,” 
Belan said. “We 

seem to go all in and make it work. 
When we try something, we try it on 
all the acres.” This process involves a 
lot of trial and error, as well as buy-in. 
 Of course, some farmers may opt 
to begin trials on a smaller scale to 
mitigate risk and expand their efforts 
as they learn from results.  
 For producers who may need more 
external encouragement or account-
ability, farmer-led research and peer 
support can help kick-start innova-
tion on the farm.  
 “When you have a field day with 

farmer-to-farmer information shar-
ing and you combine that with farmer 
knowledge, it’s a really powerful 
combination. It’s the farmers who are 
producing this rigorous knowledge. 
(That combination is) a gold mine for 
behaviour change in agriculture and 
for innovation too,” Hargreaves said.  
 “We’ve seen the number of farmers 
participating, the diversity of trials, 
and the rigour of the trials increase” 
since the program launched in 2016, 
she added.  
 Producer-led research and innova-
tion are not novel ideas. In the global 
south, farmer participation is a key 
component of plant breeding. 
 In Ontario, participation can help 
encourage producers to take a me-
thodical approach to trying new 
things.   
 “Farmer-led research is a lot about 
capacity building in the community,” 
Hargreaves added.  
 In terms of agri-food innovation 
off the farm, some resources are 
available to bring innovations to 
market.  
 In academia, “we invent very 
efficiently,” Whale said.  
 Research from academic settings 
can sometimes translate into com-
mercial products.  
 “We have programs that are part of 
the academic ecosystem that capture 
intellectual property and protect it, 
and try to transfer this intellectual 
property to industry,” Whale ex-
plained. “Most of the time, the (prod-
ucts) still have a long way to go before 
they become commercially relevant.”  

 Innovators in the agri-food space 
can also access help through some 
publicly funded programs.  
 “The government is critical in 
innovation. Oftentimes, that’s in the 
support of accelerators or incubators 
or grants to entrepreneurs or compa-
nies who are doing research and 
development and eventually plan to 
commercialize outcomes,” Whale 
said.  
 However, a lack of knowledge 
specific to the agricultural industry 
exists in many of those business 
accelerator or commercialization 
ventures, he added.  
 Most public innovation programs 

lack “the deep 
expertise that 
you might 
need or (are 
not) deeply 
connected to 
farmers and 
farm organiza-
tions,” he said.  
 Fanshawe 

College leadership identified the need 
to support innovation in the ag 
industry and are building a program 
to fill this need. The college created its 
Centre for Advanced Research and 
Innovation in Biotechnology (CAR-
IB) lab and developed a partnership 
with Bioenterprise Corp., an agri-tech 
commercialization accelerator based 
in Guelph. 
 Now, Fanshawe College is helping 
companies overcome barriers in the 
research, development, and scaling of 
innovative technologies.  

Mike Belan Dr. Colin Yates

For producers who may need more external encouragement 
or accountability, farmer-led research and peer support 

can help kick-start innovation. 
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$14995
RETAIL VALUE!

PB-2520 25.4cc
Handheld Blower

MSRP $219.95

BUY ANY PAS * GAS UNIT WITH ANY ATTACHMENT
 AND GET A SPEED-FEED® ATTACHMENT

*PRO ATTACHMENT SERIES™

FREE
Speed-Feed® 99944200540 attachment free with purchase of any Pro Attachment Series™ power head with attachment. 
Effective April 1, 2020 through July 31, 2020.  At participating dealers only. 

$19995

EACH!

NOW ONLY

GT-225 21.2cc
Curved Shaft Trimmer
MSRP $219.95

Available at these participating ECHO Dealers:

BELMONT Dale Equipment Centre • 519-644-0670
BLENHEIM Southwest Small Engine Sales • 519-676-8938

BRANTFORD Antler’s Equipment • 519-753-6433
BRODHAGEN B&K Tire and Battery • 519-345-2248
CASTLETON Doug’s Small Engines • 905-349-3027

CHATHAM • C.L. Benninger • 519-352-8070
CHESLEY Robert’s Farm Equipment • 519-363-3192

CREEMORE Maple Valley Sales • 705-466-3138
DUTTON Butch’s Small Engines • 519-762-5683

GRASSIE Ag & Turf Power Service • 905-945-4848
LEMOGES M.R. Blais Sales & Service • 613-443-1230

MEAFORD Earth Power Tractors & Equip • 519-538-1660

MILLBANK Zehr’s Sales & Manufacturing • 519-595-7579
NEW DUNDEE Coleman Equipment • 519-696-2213

ORILLIA Allan Byers Equipment • 705-325-2746
ROCKWOOD Connect Equipment • 519-856-9512

STAYNER Earth Power Tractors • 705-428-3132
STIRLING McIntosh Motors • 613-395-3757

WALTON McGavin Farm Equipment • 519-887-6365
WARSAW T.G. Quirk Holdings • 705-652-8758

WINCHESTER Dan R • 613-774-1616

 “A lot of companies are seeing food 
innovation as an exciting space to be,” 
Yates told Better Farming.  
 “Our mandate is to help these 
companies that are looking to scale or 
to bring a new product to market,” he 
explained.

Obstacles to innovation    
Whether you’re on the farm or in a 
workshop or laboratory, agri-food 
innovation takes some investment.  
 On the farm, that investment not 
only includes money, but additional 
management hours and labour, which 
can pose obstacles for some produc-
ers, Belan explained.  
 “A lot of farms are run by one or 
two people. It really takes a lot of 
work to be innovative and try some-
thing new, as well as keep the rest of 
the operation functional,” he said.  
 “There’s definitely risk,” he added. 
Overcoming the risk and managing 
the additional work takes determina-
tion and commitment.  
 “You must have that vision of a 
long-term outlook,” Belan said.  
 Hargreaves agreed that risks and 
workload are sometimes barriers for 
farmers.   
 Farmer-led research is sometimes 
“not a great entry point for a lot of 
people, because it is a lot of work,” she 
explained. However, the EFAO sti-
pend provides some risk mitigation as 
a financial incentive. 
 Stigma may also exist around inn-
ovating on the farm.  
 “For some people, (a barrier) is 
peer pressure. When you try some-
thing new, it may look messy. It may 
look like you’re a bad farmer. There’s a 
lot of social stigma,” Hargreaves 
explained.  
 “Barriers to adoption are compli-
cated – I think it varies by individual 
and age range,” she added. But tools 
like farmer networks boost confi-
dence, and cost-sharing can reduce 
risks.  
 Agri-food technology innovators 
can face challenges breaking into the 
market because of some unique 
aspects of the industry.  
 The industry is “very poorly 
coordinated. We have dozens, if not 
hundreds, of national producer 

organizations and about the same 
number provincially,” Whale said. The 
relatively small portion of the general 
population that farms is split into 
many organizations and commodity 
groups with diverse challenges and, 
often, little collaboration exists 
between sectors.   
 To succeed in agricultural technol-
ogy innovation, “you need that value 
chain to help to leverage the relation-
ship that it has with farmers,” Whale 

said to Better Farming. 
 Farmers don’t have time to con-
duct extensive research on hundreds 
of innovations that are coming to 
market, Whale explained. “They 
interact through their trusted net-
works,” including other farmers, 
producer groups, and local dealers to 
gain information.  
 “We have to figure out between 
farmers and farm organizations what 
their role is going to be and how they 

http://www.echo.ca/
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might facilitate” access to innovation, 
Whale said.  
 Research institutions may help, 
but only if they’re “capable of extend-
ing in a broad enough way that 
speaks to the huge diversity of man-
agement techniques and conditions 
under which farmers farm,” he 
added.  
 Few producers want to be the first 
one to try something; they often want 
to see it being successful first. 
 Additionally, the “sales cycle is 
very long in agriculture,” Whale said. 
“You have to make very conscious 
decisions about what you do in ag, 
because you can make the decision 
once per year. 
 “There are so many confounding 
factors that make innovation very 
difficult in agriculture,” he said. 
“Simply put, there’s not enough 
synergy or coordination, and there’s 
massively insufficient investment.”  

Opportunities for innovation     
Fanshawe’s CRI and CARIB lab are 
addressing the obstacles that agri-
food startups face.  
 “We’re starting to build a real 
capacity around helping food innova-
tion companies,” Yates said. “There 
are a lot of interesting companies out 
there right now that need our service, 
because being in something like food 
processing is a very capital-intensive 
exercise.” 

 In an industry where expensive 
equipment and testing are needed, 
partnerships like the one between 
Bioenterprise Corp. and the CARIB 
lab give startups access to shared 
resources to ease the initial financial 
burden.  
 “Anything that requires a lot of 
physical assets is always difficult to 
raise money for,” Yates explained. “It 
comes down to those big capital 
assets that can be shared in some 
capacity.” 
 Waterloo successfully created a 
nurturing ecosystem that provides 
resources for tech innovators. London 
is becoming a similar hub for agri-
food innovators.  
 Other institutions with agricultural 
expertise could follow a similar 
model and help to connect inventors 
with the resources they need, and 
with the broader ag community.  
 Yates hopes the CARIB lab can 
become a trusted resource for agri-
food innovators.  
 “We’re not going to be competing 
against any regular third-party labo-
ratory. … Our intention is to come 
into the niche that (these labs) can’t 
serve very well in these new compa-
nies, and put them on the right track 
so they can become customers” of 
larger labs and stimulate the market, 
he explained.  
 Can lessons from the technology 
and business innovation ecosystem 

translate to trying new things on 
your farm? Absolutely.  
 As Whale emphasized, successful 
innovation requires investment and 
cohesion within the industry. The 
same message is echoed in peer 
support through producer-led re-
search and the buy-in demonstrated 
by the Belan family on their farm.  
 “Most farmers are really good 
researchers without even knowing it, 
because farming requires that you 
observe and you (repeat and im-
prove). You’re always changing,” 
Hargreaves said.  
 If you’re going to try something 
new, it’s important to commit.  
 “Don’t think of this as a fad,” said 
Belan. “You’re going to have failures.”  
 Sometimes fields may look bad 
and seasons may be difficult. Under 
these conditions, you may be tempt-
ed to revert to old practices. 
 So, “you really have to change your 
mindset” to focus on long-term 
goals, he explained. 
 “You’ve really got to buy into 
(innovation) … It’s a never-ending 
venture,” he added.
 True innovation that leads to 
sustainable returns for your farm or 
business is not about a single test plot 
or settling into what is seen currently 
as an innovative system.
  Rather, innovation is about con-
tinually reaching for opportunities to 
improve. BF

Fanshawe College lab technicians will use the force tensiometer to help industry  
partners validate cleaning in the food industry, and the wetting behaviour of ingredients.
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As the COVID-19 pandemic 
strengthened its grip on the world in 
late March, normal life and com-
merce were brought to an almost 
standstill.  
 As of mid-April, over 1.9 million 
reported cases existed worldwide, 
including 120,863 deaths, according 
to Johns Hopkins University. As there 
is no known cure, most affected 
nations resorted to lockdowns, shut-
downs, isolation and social distancing 
to control the spread of the virus. 
 The pandemic caused stock 
markets and commodity prices to 
plunge across the world.  
 The International Monetary Fund 
(IMF)-advanced G7 countries 
(Canada, France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan, the United Kingdom and the 
United States) sanctioned multiple 
health, economic and financial 
stability measures. The countries 
made these moves to boost public 
confidence and economic growth by 

protecting jobs, businesses and the 
global financial system.  
 The IMF also sought to encourage 
global trade and investment. Central 
banks stepped in to prevent funding 

and liquidity pressures in credit 
markets, as these financial institu-
tions attempted to prop up the 
floundering economies.  
 The IMF is an intergovernmental 

THE EFFECT OF GLOBAL     
MONETARY MEASURES 
As governments enact measures to protect citizens and economies, the ag markets should benefit.

Source: Q
T Info System

s Inc., Chicago, Illinois

Strong consumer demand during the COVID-19 pandemic  
caused a V-shaped recovery in March wheat prices. 
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 Despite COVID-19’s destruction of global commerce, the demand for ag products will always be supported.

http://betterfarming.com/
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economic organization focused on 
protecting the stability of the interna-
tional monetary system. 
 The U.S. Federal Reserve cut the 
American borrowing rate by a total of 
1.5 per cent in March to between zero 
and 0.25 per cent. The Federal 
Reserve initiated other measures too, 
including buying US$700 billion 
(C$974 billion) in Treasury and 
mortgage-backed securities, and 
funding programs to improve liquidi-
ty and satisfy investor demand for 
cash. The latter move is essentially the 
same as printing more money.  
 The Bank of Canada also dropped 
the interest rate during March by a 
total of 1.5 per cent, bringing it down 
to 0.25 per cent. 
 Canadian policymakers introduced 
other measures like insured mortgage 
purchases, the Bankers’ Acceptance 
Purchase Program, the Bond Buyback 
Program and adjustments to existing 
liquidity programs. 
 Besides these financial measures, 
central governments moved to inject 
stimulus packages to prevent nation-
wide economic collapses. By late 
March, the U.S. government approved 
US$2 trillion (C$2.78 trillion) to be 
injected into the nation’s economy. 
 Almost simultaneously, Canada 
approved a C$27-billion aid package 
and C$55 billion in the form of tax 
deferrals. The Canadian government 
also said that the hard-hit airline and 
energy sectors could expect necessary 

support measures. 
 As we saw with the United States 
and Canada, the scale of liquidity, 
stimulus and support measures in 
other major economies around the 
world is unparalleled in history. The 
recent government measures even 

outstrip the programs initiated during 
the 2007-08 Great Recession.  
 Countries heavily exposed to 
COVID-19 will probably end up with 
combined spending and public loan 
guarantees of up to 20 per cent of 
gross domestic product (GDP) in 
2020.  
 Ultimately, what matters is wheth-
er governments and central banks 
successfully level out the economic 
risk through their unprecedented 
actions. Doing so would avoid a 
domino effect that keeps alive the 
hope of a V-shaped economic 
recovery. 
 In such a scenario, the economy 
would be able to start recovering 
from this drop fairly quickly and not 
spend too long at lower market levels.  
 China and South Korea initiated 
the rebooting of their economies 
sooner than other nations. As of late 
March, the two Asian countries were 
slowly getting back on their feet, 
providing an encouraging example 
for the rest of the world. 
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Consumers also bought significant amounts of beef as  
they prepared for COVID-19 isolation measures. 

Governments’ quick and commendable actions to support the  
global economy will put money in the pockets of consumers. 
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 The U.S. economic stimulus aid 
includes a US$14-billion (C$19.48-
billion) increase in funding authority 
for the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s (USDA’s) Commodity Credit 
Corp. that will help producers attain 
more direct aid. The government 
apportioned US$9.5 billion (C$13.22 
billion) in assistance for livestock, 
fruit and vegetable producers. 
 The USDA’s Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program received an 
additional US$15.5 billion (C$21.56 
billion) and the U.S. child nutrition 
programs received another US$8.8 
billion (C$12.24 billion).  
 In Canada, the federal government 
announced in March a C$5-billion 
increase in lending capacity for the ag 
industry. These loans are available thro- 
ugh Farm Credit Canada and will be 
especially beneficial to ailing ag sectors. 
 All these American and Canadian 
economic measures will support the 
demand for ag products when the rest 
of the economy is gradually climbing 
out of the COVID-19-induced slump.  
 Let’s not forget, however, that the 

world will always need to be fed. So, 
despite COVID-19’s destruction of 
global commerce, the demand for ag 
products will always be supported.  
 Governments’ quick and com-
mendable actions to support the 
global economy will put money in the 
pockets of consumers. They’ll contin-
ue buying essentials like food, other 
basic household items and medicines.   
 We already saw a demonstration of 
this trend in March, when consumers 
resorted to hoarding food and clea- 
ned out grocery shelves. These large 
purchases propped up wheat and 
meat prices. Even when the stock 
market fell, wheat, soybean, soy meal 
and livestock futures rose.  
 The ag markets received further 
support when governments approved 
their respective economic stimulus 
measures in late March. These actions 
improved the market psyche and gave 
traders hope of an economic revival 
(albeit slowly). 
 The stock and commodity markets 
started to recover in late March. 
Speculative investor money returned 

to the various asset classes as inves-
tors’ risk appetite improved based on 
governments’ convictions to guide the 
world through these uncertain and 
testing times.   
 As we navigate this global crisis 
with the help of the largest global 
natural disaster relief program, 
central banks must be careful that 
they do not raise interest rates too 
quickly. These financial institutions 
must be patient, enacting new 
measures step by step. Central banks 
may need to employ large-scale asset 
purchases in the bond market to 
control long-term interest rates.  
 The ag industry will benefit from 
the stability that these global relief 
measures provide. BF

Maurizio “Moe” Agostino is chief com-
modity strategist with Farms.com  
Risk Management and Abhinesh Gopal 
is head of commodity research. Risk 
Management is a Farms.com company, 
as is Better Farming. 
     Visit RiskManagement.Farms.com 
for more information.

mailto:andrea.gal@farms.com
http://farms.com/
http://farms.com/
http://riskmanagement.farms.com/
http://www.betterfarming.com/
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No matter the job, you can be sure that the world leader in utility side-by-

sides has you covered. And our legendary hardest-working, smoothest-

riding promise lives on with the all-new RANGER 1000. Far more than just 

another tool in your shed, it’s your new daily workhorse. Mile after mile and 

load after load, it’s as dependable as it gets. VISIT »  RANGER.P OL ARIS.COM
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sides has you covered. And our legendary hardest-working, smoothest-

riding promise lives on with the all-new RANGER 1000. Far more than just 
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ROXOROFFROAD.COM

96” WHEEL BASE

148” LENGTH

75
” 

HE
IG

HT

9”

BRAKES

Dual Hydraulic Vac Assist Standard

Parking Brake Standard

Front Brakes 11” Disc / 27.94 cm

Rear Brakes 11” Drum / 27.94 cm

DRIVETRAIN

Transmission 5-speed manual or 6-speed auto

Transfer Case 2-speed manual

Driveline 2WD / 4WD

Full Floating Front Axle 5.38 : 1

Semi Floating Rear Axle 5.38 : 1

ENGINE

Type Turbo Diesel m2DiCR

Cylinders 4 - 4 Stroke Compression Ignition

Displacement 2.5L / 152 cu in

Bore & Stroke 88.9 x 101.6 mm

Power 62 HP @ 3200 rpm

Torque 144 ft lbs @ 1400-2200 rpm

Compression Ratio 18.6 : 1

Cooling System Liquid

Fuel System Direct Injection

CHASSIS & SUSPENSION

Chassis Type Boxed Steel Frame

Front Suspension Rigid Leaf Spring w/Stabilizer Bar

Rear Suspension Leaf Spring w/Shock Absorbers

Shock Absorbers Double Acting Hydraulic

DIMENSIONS & CAPACITIES

96” / 243.84 cm

3035 lbs / 1376.65 kgs

148” (156” w/spare tire) / 375.92 cm

60”- 62”/ 152.40 - 157.48 cm

75”/ 190.50 cm

9”/ 22.86 cm

12 gallons / 45.43 litres

349 lbs / 158.30 kgs

3490 lbs / 1583 kgs

2

Wheelbase

Base Curb Weight3 

Length

Width4

Height

Ground Clearance 

Fuel Capacity 

Rear Payload Capacity5 

Towing Capacity 

Person Capacity 

3750 lbs / 1701 kgsGVWR 

Max Towing Speed

Max Flat Towing Speed6

PERFORMANCE

Max Speed 55 mph / 88 kmph

55  mph / 88 kmph

15  mph / 24 kmph

FEATURES

Steering Hydraulic Power

Instrumentation Single Gauge

Lighting / Headlights Halogen

Battery 72Ah / 12V

Alternator 45 to 90 Amps

Power Port 12V STD

Storage 2 seat boxes

Seating 2

Tires 235 / 70R16

Wheels/ Steel 16” - 5 x 5.5 lug

Wheels/ Alum.(Optional) 16” - 5 x 5.5 lug

2020 VEHICLE SPECS:

• Reliable, economical, and long-lasting 4-cylinder
turbo diesel engine.

• 4WD to help get you where you need to go…anytime,
any weather condition.

• Sturdy boxed steel frame.

• Rock-solid reliable drivetrain with truck-inspired
5-speed manual transmission or optional 6-speed
automatic transmission.

• Three additional bold new colors.

The 2020 ROXOR doesn’t just have a fresh face, we 
gave it some more guts too. Hard to believe, but now 
the ROXOR can climb and crawl even better! The new 
5:38 axle delivers higher torque to the ground for 
smoother, easier, and improved rock crawling.  

As always, the ROXOR is ready to bypass well-trodden 
paved roads with modern innovation and extreme 
customization capabilities to take on almost anything
a rugged stretch of terrain throws at it.

A perfect blend of old school simplicity and current 
technology. Invest in an industrial strength ROXOR today and 
prepare yourself for the fun of accessorizing and customizing 
to match your adventure. This simple platform has proven 
itself worthy and comes with an industry-leading limited 
warranty of 2 years or 12,000 miles.1

Starting at MSRP2: $19,900 CAD
Fleet discounts available.  

OTHER INFO

Country of Assembly USA

STANDARD COLORS

Molten Red (Gloss)

Bonfire Orange (Gloss)

Sand (Matte)

Shadow Gray  (Matte)

Signal White (Matte)

Jet Black (Gloss)

Olive Green (Matte)

Custom colors and 
wraps are subject to 
additional charges. 
Please see your Dealer 
for pricing. We may 
refuse customization if 
there is possible 
infringement of 
intellectual property 
rights of third parties. 

OUR DESIGN TEAM
CAN PERSONALIZE
YOUR ROXOR WITH
VIRTUALLY ANY
CUSTOM COLOR
OR WRAP!

© 2020 Mahindra Vehicle Sales and Service, Inc.  All rights reserved. 
1. See Operator’s Guide for complete details.
2. Starting price on 2020 base model (not shown) is MSRP $19,900 CAD; tax, title, dealer charges, freight/delivery and registration fees extra.
3. Base Curb Weight refers to the vehicle as a base model with diesel fuel and fluids.
4. Depending on tire/wheel combination ordered.
5. Varies based on accessories and configuration.
6. Flat towing only with installed locking hub kit.
While every effort is made to produce up-to-date information, specifications and accessories may change.  Your authorized dealer or Mahindra representative can confirm materials, 
accessories and equipment availability prior to purchase, as well as up to date MSRP pricing information why may vary based on factory-install, dealer-install, or consumer-install.  We reserve 
the right to change, modify, or cancel specifications, designs, features, and colors, without notice or obligation.  Some differences between the manufactured product and the descriptions 
and/or specifications may exist.

http://roxoroffroad.com/
https://www.roxoroffroadcanada.com/
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COWAN

C R O P S :  Y I e L D
M A T T E R $

LET’S REVIEW SOIL       
TEST TRENDS IN ONT.       

How can our yields increase while our soil test values decline? What does this mean for the future of ag?

In general, soil test values have 
steadily declined over the past 20 plus 
years.  
 Nutrient levels on traditional row-
crop farms are decreasing, while ar-
eas with a concentration of livestock 
operations have fields where soil test 
levels are not declining as quickly or 
are perhaps even increasing.  
 We have always believed higher 
yields come from higher fertility lev-
els. While this statement is typically 
true, limits exist. Or, rather, it’s more 
accurate to say that soil test levels ex-
ist at which expected yield increases 
from added fertility become limited 
or non-responsive.  
 In the early 1990s, we were in 
the beginning phase of precision 
agriculture. It started with grid soil 
sampling and, much to our surprise, 
the highest soil test values were often 
associated with the lowest-yielding 
areas in the field.  
 When yield monitors became more 

commonplace, we could confirm that 
high-yield areas drew down fertility 
levels faster than low-yield areas and 
uniform applications of nutrients 
created differentials in nutrient levels 

across the field. 
 High-yield areas didn’t receive 
enough nutrients from uniform fertil-
ity programs and low-yield areas re-
ceived too much. This finding created 
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In Essex County, the dotted trendline for phosphorus (P) soil tests 
clearly shows a decline. The slope of the trendline suggests that 

soil test P will drop below 20 ppm by 2026 if we make no changes.

We have always believed higher yields come from higher fertility levels. 
While this statement is typically true, limits exist.
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the demand for variable rate fertility 
applications to balance the areas in 
the field with more appropriate nutri-
ent rates driven by yield potential.  
 Variable rate nutrient applications 
occur on a small percentage of acres 
across Ontario. 
 Based on my experience, farm-
ers make variable rate applications 
on about 25 per cent of the acres in 
some jurisdictions and this figure 
increases annually.  
 Notably, these services have not 
necessarily been universally available.  
 Generally, over the past two 
decades, we have seen an increase 
in the availability of improved crop 
genetics, general farm management, 
better weed and plant health con-
trols, earlier planting and better 
equipment.  
 These improvements have led to 
better yields, but not necessarily to 
increases in fertility programs to 
match crop removal. This situation 
has contributed to a steady decline 
in soil test levels, most notably in 
phosphorus (P) and potassium (K). 

We haven’t necessarily seen a negative 
economic impact – yet.  
 How can fertility levels decline 
while yields continue to increase?  
 At the SouthWest Agricultural 
Conference in 2016, Dr. David Hook-
er shared research indicating that row 
crop yields were consistently higher 

when soil test P was greater than 20 
ppm and soil test K was greater than 
120 ppm. Hooker is an associate 
professor in field crop agronomy at 
the University of Guelph’s Ridgetown 
Campus. 
 Using those thresholds, let’s exam-
ine soil nutrient trends.

The soil test potassium (K) in Essex County shows a decline  
similar to phosphorus levels. The dotted trendline suggests  

that soil test K will drop below 120 ppm by 2025. 

If you would like to attend either event, email YieldEvent@Farms.com

For more information call 888-248-4893 ext. 808

Interested in 
Estimating Your 

2020 Corn &
Soybean Yields?

Volunteer to have your farm
included on the 2020

Great Ontario Yield Tour!

AUGUST 17 - 28, 2020FINAL TOUR EVENTS

EAST:
Thursday, August 27

WEST:
Thursday, September 3

riskmanagement.farms.com/yieldtour #ONyield20

mailto:YieldEvent@farms.com
http://riskmanagement.farms.com/yieldtour
https://riskmanagement.farms.com/events/ontario-yield-tour-2020
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Case studies         
The following information is from 
an AGRIS Co-operative Ltd. and 
Wanstead Farmers Co-operative Ltd. 
database I use to track soil fertility 
trends. The graphs are compiled from 
an aggregated database of 121,000 
soil samples from the past 18 years 
from Essex, Lambton, Chatham-Kent, 
Elgin and Middlesex counties. 
 I have highlighted the Essex Coun-
ty and Middlesex County soil sample 
datasets for discussion purposes.
 The soil test analysis for Essex 
County reveals that the reason yields 
are increasing while soil tests are 
decreasing is because we still have 
good soil test levels in the short term 
to support high yields. But the soil 
test trendlines for both P and K are 
dropping in the county.  
 The longer-term question is 
at what point will soil test levels 
become yield limiting if we don’t 
increase nutrient application rates?  
 The only way that soil test levels 
decline is when the removal of nutri-
ents exceeds the rate of application. 
The decline in soil test P in Essex 
County is equivalent to shorting the 
crop needs by 30 lbs. of MAP each 
year per acre and 115 lbs. of muriate 

of potash.  
 A lag in yield decline will exist. 
 However, I predict that, by the end 
of the decade, yield inconsistencies 
may start to develop. Within the 
following decade, I anticipate that nu-
trient deficiencies may become more 
evident.  
 Essex County farm operations are 
predominantly cash crop with a very 
limited livestock base and, as a result, 
a limited amount of supplemental 

nutrient sources. The crop rotation 
is heavily weighted toward soybeans 
with 60 per cent of acres always in 
soybeans.  
 Until recently, farmers’ fertility ap-
plications for soybeans were limited. 
This crop removes 89 per cent of the 
P it takes up in the soybean itself and 
1.5 lbs. of potassium (K2O) per bush-
el. Although soybeans yield fewer 
bushels per acre than corn, soybeans’ 
nutrient requirements rival those of 

Method Yield P2O5  
(lbs./ac) 

K2O 
(lbs./ac) 

Soybean 
uptake 45 45 150

Soybean 
removal 40 69

Corn 
uptake 170 103 213

Corn 
removal 62 46

Wheat 
uptake 80 57 130

Wheat removal
(grain only) 45 29

Crop uptake and removal

This chart shows the P2O5 and K2O uptake 
and removal for soybeans, corn and wheat.

In Middlesex County, the dotted trendline for soil test P shows 
an increase. The slope of the trendline suggests that, by 2025, 

the soil test P will exceed 40 ppm.

We must keep our soil 
tests current, and follow 

recommendations from our 
certified crop advisors and best 

management practices for proper 
application of all nutrients. 
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corn. Winter wheat’s requirements 
fall between the rates of corn and 
soybeans.
 When we look at the aggregated 
soil tests for Middlesex County, we 
find a different story than in Essex 
County. In Middlesex County, the 
trendline for the soil test P is actually 
increasing while the trendline for the 
soil test K is decreasing. 
 Increasing soil test levels of P in 
Middlesex County suggest appli-
cation rates of this nutrient exceed 
annual crop requirements by approxi-
mately 16 lbs./ac of P2O5, 30 lbs./ac of 
MAP or roughly a 1,000 gallons/ac of 
hog manure. In contrast, the trend-
line shortfall for soil test levels of K 
represents the equivalent of 76 lbs./ac 
of muriate of potash per year. 
 The farm practices in Middlesex 
County are different than in Essex 
County. Middlesex County has a 
more comprehensive livestock base 
and a more complex crop rotation.  
 Together, these production prac-
tices support the soil test trends. 
Middlesex County’s more complex 
crop rotation includes corn silage, 
forages and perhaps more grains. This 
rotation removes more K from the 
soil. 
 A crop rotation where the whole 
plant is harvested increases the crop 
removal of all nutrients.  
 But let’s look at the discrepancy 
between the P and K trendlines. Ma-
nure applications tend to supply more 
P than K depending on the livestock 

class. Additionally, Middlesex County 
farmers may apply more biosolids, 
some of which are typically higher in 
P and lower in K. 

Takeaway message        
If we don’t change our nutrient 
management practices, it will be 
interesting to observe changes in 
crop productivity over the next two 
decades.  
 I see conflicting land management 
practices converging sooner than 
later. We must address declining soil 
fertility and protect surface water 
from potential nutrient loading.  
 The 4R Nutrient Stewardship 
Program that embraces managing the 
source, rates, timing and placement of 

nutrients will be ever more important 
as we make individual management 
plans. 
 The soil test trendlines I discussed 
in this article represent an aggregate 
of average values. You must under-
stand what is happening on your 
farm(s). We must keep our soil tests 
current, and follow recommendations 
from our certified crop advisors and 
best management practices for proper 
application of all nutrients.  
 Considering that most nutrient 
losses occur in the non-growing sea-
son, we must carefully consider when 
we apply nutrients to reduce those 
potential losses.  
 While the 4R principles mentioned 
above are all equally weighted in 
importance, if I had to pick just two, 
they would be the timing and place-
ment of nutrients.  
 In some sensitive watersheds, we 
may see the need for in-crop appli-
cations of nutrients at the start of the 
spring growing season or, at least, 
the timing of application aligned to 
the growth stage of greatest need to 
mitigate potential losses.  
 Agriculture has always had its 
challenges. However, the best part of 
the industry is that we always rise to 
overcome them. BF

Dale Cowan, CCA-ON, 4R NMS, is 
a senior agronomist with AGRIS Co-
operative Ltd. and Wanstead Farmers 
Co-operative Ltd. 

Crop Yield P2O5  
(lbs./ac) 

K2O 
(lbs./ac) 

Alfalfa 
8 tonnes  

dry matter  
(2 years) 

105 462

Corn silage 10 tonnes dry 
matter 114 235

Spring cereal 80 bu/ac 31 26

Crop removal  

This chart shows the yield and crop removal 
levels for alfalfa, corn silage and spring cereal.

In Middlesex County, the soil test levels of K show a decline. The 
dotted trendline suggests that, by 2023, soil test levels of K will 

drop below 120 ppm.
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PATRICK 
LYNCH

C R O P S :  T h E  
LY N C H  F I L E S

“A farmer only has so many crops to 
plant. You want each one to be 
perfect,” said Tom Melady, a friend 
and former farmer from Dublin, Ont. 
At the time, we were looking at his 
white bean fields where a terragator 
had left serious ruts while applying a 
pre-emerge herbicide.  
 Here are some thoughts to help 
make the 2020 season near perfect. 

Create a plan        
To have a successful planting season, 
you must have a plan. You need to 
plan what hybrid or variety you’ll 
plant in every field, as well as seeding 
rates, planter and drill settings, and 
fertilizer and herbicide programs.  
 You can get organized on rainy 
days, too. For example, you can figure 
out the herbicide rate and quantities 
on such days so that, when it comes 
time to fill your sprayer, you just must 
double check your rates.  
 And don’t be afraid to ask some-
one about your rates and mixtures. A 
lot of new products and combinations 
of co-packs and registered treatments 
are on the market. It’s better to make 
sure your herbicide program is sound.  

 You should make your crop plan 
available to everyone involved in your 
operation. That way, someone else 
can help ensure you have the right 
products on the right fields. Your 
time at planting is worth, on average, 
$200/hour, I figure. 

Planting depth        
Planting depth is critical. Too often, 
some corn is planted too shallowly. 
Corn should be planted between 1.5 
and two inches (3.8 and 5.1 centime-
tres) deep. You should take this 
measurement from where your foot 
lightly pushes down soil to the top of 
the seed.  
 And you must check every row. 
Using the same setting on each row 
does not ensure the same depth 
across the width of the planter. 
Probably the setting you used at the 
end of the 2019 planting season will 
not be right for the start of this year. 
 As the season unfolds and you 
move to different fields, you must 
constantly check planting depth. If 
someone makes a delivery to you in 
the field, have that person check 
planting depth as he or she waits.  

 Some people suggest we should 
plant three inches (7.6 cm) deep on 
loamy soil. The reasoning behind this 
suggestion is to get enough moisture 
to ensure even emergence. While this 
strategy could work, you’re more apt 
to have uneven emergence due to 
cold soil in parts of the field at the 
three-inch (7.6-cm) depth. 
 Planting depth is also critical with 
alfalfa. Typically, stand failure related 
to planting depth is caused by the 
seed being too deep. I like to see some 
seed on top of the ground to ensure 
most of the seed is not planted too 
deeply.  
 I have seen one notch difference on 
a no-till drill make the difference 
between good and poor alfalfa estab-
lishment in a field.  

Farm maps        
If you are using a custom operator or 
having product delivered to a field, 
provide the individual or company 
with detailed maps. To tell someone 
that they are going to the old Jenkins 
farm, or the farm kitty-corner to the 
DeGroot farm, is not good enough.  
 Drop off maps or take pictures of 

SET UP YOUR FARM FOR  
SUCCESS IN PLANTING       

Follow the tips outlined below to start the 2020 growing season on the right foot.

I figure your time at planting is worth, on average, $200/hour.

http://betterfarming.com/
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maps and send them to your supplier. 
If you do not have a map, take a 
screenshot of Google Earth showing 
the farm with appropriate landmarks.  
 If you are spraying a dicamba 
product, be sure to consider the crops 
that are planted in the adjoining 
fields. Label restrictions dictate when 
and where you can spray this herbi-
cide. Don’t expect custom sprayers to 
apply a dicamba product unless they 
know the adjacent crops. 
 You may have to change your 
herbicide plans if a neighbour is 
planting a dicamba-sensitive crop 
next to your field. And be sure you 
have the correct nozzles to minimize 
off-target movement.  
 BASF offers a good online tutorial 

about spraying dicamba. Everyone 
who plants dicamba-tolerant soy-
beans, and especially those individu-
als who spray dicamba, should watch 
the video. 

Crop input orders       
After working for 25 years at retail 
outlets, I know how hectic they are 
during the spring. It helps if you can 
think ahead about what products you 
need and when you will need them 
delivered.  
 If you order five tonnes of fertilizer 
to be delivered in 48 hours, that gives 
your ag retailer notice to help plan 
work schedules. Then, if you are not 
ready for the product when you 
originally planned, you can postpone 

the order and free up some of their 
time. Better to book ahead and end 
up needing to postpone or revise an 
order than to order and expect 
immediate delivery. 
 And if you are using a rented 
spreader and you damage it, please 
tell staff at your ag retailer. They may 
not have time to check every spreader 
before it goes back out to one of your 
neighbours. 

Positive attitude       
You must keep a positive attitude at 
planting. I suggest not listening to the 
news because bad news can affect 
your planting attitude. If breaking 
news is released on closures or the 
spread of a virus, you can’t do any-
thing about it. You should simply 
continue to follow the directives of 
government officials and health care 
providers while getting your crop in 
the ground. 
 Turn the radio to a favourite 
station or listen to SiriusXM or down-
loaded music. And avoid talking to 
the people you know who tend to 
have a negative outlook. Stay positive. 
 Finally, work safely. Farming is a 
very dangerous occupation. You must 
take regular breaks. It may seem like a 
waste of time but taking a 10-minute 
break can help you reflect on what 
you did and what you need to do.  
 Have a great planting season. And 
be happy. BF

Consulting agronomist Patrick Lynch, 
CCA-ON, formerly worked with 
OMAFRA and Cargill.

Planting depth is also critical with alfalfa. 

You should plan and document what you’ll plant in every field.

http://betterfarming.com/


              

4-H in Ontario 

4-H ONTARIO GOES DIGITAL
by Sheena Switzer, communications manager at 4-H Ontario

2020 will be a year for the record books. We have faced 
unprecedented changes with the impact of COVID-19 
and its arrival in early March.
 4-H is a program that historically has placed much of 
its focus on the “hands on” and our motto is “Learn to do 
by doing.” When COVID-19 struck, the team and volunte-
ers at 4-H Ontario knew we had to pivot our direction and 
we had to do it quickly.  
 Our job as an organization and our passion as 4-H’ers is 
to inspire positive youth development. We strive to build 
youth as leaders in their community and the world. We 
teach resilience. In March of this year, the teachers 
became the students. 4-H Ontario’s programming team, 
led by long-time 4-H member and staffer Marianne Fallis, 
put their heads together to find ways to adapt the 4-H 
curriculum to a digital experience. At the same time, 
leaders of clubs all over Ontario were having the same 
conversations about how to bring virtual 4-H program-
ming to their communities.
 Early on, 4-H Ontario recognized that with the closure 
of schools in Ontario along with the suspension of 4-H 
in-person programming, 4-H Ontario was in a position 

not only to serve our members, but also the broader 
community of parents and caregivers looking to continue 
supporting their children’s education from home. 
 Because of 4-H’s trusted experiential-learning-based 
curriculum and our “Learn to do by doing” approach, we 
were able to compile a variety of hands-on activities that 
can be done at home, independently or as a family. 
 The 4-H Ontario’s Online Explore 4-H Project offers 30 
different activities to choose from for youth ages 9-21. 
The resource includes samples from many other 4-H 
projects such as Adventures in STEM!, Dairy, Beef, Scrap-
booking, Craft, Digital Photography, Outdoors and more. 
These projects all include activities that can be done at 
home with adult supervision and encourage critical 
thinking, problem solving and career development. Youth 
can choose which ones they would like to complete and 
submit them by June 1 for project completion credits in 
the 4-H program. For those who are unfamiliar with 4-H, 
the Online Explore 4-H Project offers a chance to test out 
some of the many opportunities available through 4-H. 
 For younger kids, the 4-H Ontario’s Cloverbud at Home 
Experience offers a wide range of club-type activities for 
youth ages 6-8. Like the Online Explore 4-H Project, the 
Cloverbud at Home Experience is one that is completely 
self-directed and available online. The project resource 
with all of the instructions is available for download and 
can be submitted for project completion. There are 35 
activity options to choose from and kids can earn com-
pletion credits for completing sets of 10 activities. 
Activities include everything from making a cow door-
hanger craft, making pumpkin patch pie, learning about 
heritage, outdoor activities like rock painting and making 
clay boats, and so much more!
 Throughout your online 4-H experience you’ll be 
supported and encouraged to join and share your 
activities in our online virtual connection space. Photos, 
stories and feedback are strongly encouraged. Over 150 
participants have already joined the online adventures 
being offered by 4-H and more youth are getting invol-
ved every day!
 Never ones to shy away from a challenge, 4-H volunte-
ers have also stepped up to meet the challenge of social 
distancing requirements facing our world. They are 
adapting programming, using video conferencing 
software to engage youth and host online club meetings. 
The Chatham-Kent 4-H Association is hosting an online 
bike club, Waterloo is hosting an online Maple Syrup Club 
and South Simcoe is hosting an online Games Club based 
on the 4-H project Sporting Chance. Every day we are 
hearing of more opportunities for virtual clubs!
 Go for the Gold (GFTG) is another important part of the 

Continued on page 56
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Meet the 2020 4-H Ontario Ambassadors: 
Faith Emiry – Sudbury

James Gilchrist – Niagara
Caitlyn Kolb – Peel

Jasmine Gillyatt – Brant
Marissa Lester – Lambton

Lauren Bos – Huron

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF 4-H

Congratulations!

http://www.growmark.com/


PRICE 
FIGHTERS

BX1880
Estate Tractor
(Turf tires, and front valve)

Starting at
$10,750*

kubota.ca  |  

Welcome to equipment that outperforms its price. Our Kubota-
engineered line of tractors, UTVs and mowers are built to be tough, 
reliable, and capable—all while staying friendly on your budget with 
these cash deals.

*Dealer may sell for less. Dealer order/transfer may be necessary. Prices and models featured throughout may vary by dealer. Some restrictions apply. See your dealer for complete 
details. Offers valid only at participating dealers in Ontario and are subject to change, cancellation or extension at any time without notice or obligation. For all cash offer only on 
BX1880TV with turf tires and front loader valve starting at $10,750, Z122RKW-42 for $4,295, RTV500-A for $10,850, T2090BR-42 for $3,995 and GR2020G3-48 for $9,350:  applicable 
fees (including, but not limited to, governmental environmental fees, administration fees, set-up fees, dealer fees, and delivery fees are included). Insurance, taxes and registration are 
extra. We reserve the right to make changes at any time, without notice or obligation, specifications, accessories, materials, models, prices, payments and other information.These 
prices are applicable to cash deals only with all cash discounts applied. Regular rate financing is available through Kubota Finance. Offer valid until May 31, 2020.

T2090BR-42

GR2020G3-48

All-Wheel-Drive
Shaft Driven Powertrain

For only
$3,995*

For only
$9,350*

Z122RKW-42

For only
$4,295*

RTV500-A
For only

$10,850*

Upgrade to diesel and 
54” deck for $1,200

ANDERSON EQUIPMENT
Belleville • 613-969-6246

Picton • 613-476-6597

AYR TURF & TRAC
Ayr • 519-632-9901

BRANT TRACTOR 
Brantford • 519-449-2500

C.L. BENNINGER
Chatham • 519-352-8070

CALLAGHAN FARM SUPPLY
Lindsay • 705-324-8686

DEBOER’S FARM EQUIPMENT
Elora • 519-846-5388

DURHAM KUBOTA 
Oshawa • 905-655-3291

EARTH POWER TRACTORS 
& EQUIP 

Meaford • 519-538-1660 
Stayner • 705-428-3132

Owen Sound • 519-376-5880

HARTINGTON FARM EQUIPMENT 
Hartington • 613-372-2744

Perth • 613-264-0485

HYDE BROTHERS FARM 
EQUIPMENT 

Hensall • 519-263-2605

HYDE PARK EQUIPMENT 
London North • 519-471-1400 
London South • 519-471-1402

NORFOLK TRACTOR
Simcoe • 519-426-1090

ROBERT’S FARM EQUIPMENT 
Chesley • 519-363-3192 

Lucknow • 519-529-7995
Mt. Forest • 519-323-2755

ROSS DOBLE
Sunderland • 705-357-3123

SOUTHPOINT
Essex • 519-776-8900 

Wyoming • 519-845-0202

STEWART’S FARM 
EQUIPMENT 

Erin • 519-833-9616 

TOP LINE TRAILER 
& EQUIPMENT 

Winchester • 613-774-0992

4-HOntario.ca 
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http://kubota.ca/
http://4-hontario.ca/
https://kubota.ca/en/home


              

4-H in Ontario 

Continued from page 54 
4-H experience. The Go for the Gold competition is a 
great opportunity for 4-H members to increase their 
knowledge of 4-H project materials, agriculture, food, 
community events and much more, in a fun, team-quiz 
style competition. Wellington 4-H has hosted two local 
GFTG competitions using video conferencing software 
and has had great success. The culmination of this event 
is the provincial competition that takes place at the Royal 
Agricultural Winter Fair in Toronto in November. 
 “The dedication, passion and innovation of our staff 
and volunteers is clear to see in the way we have been 
able to re-invent how we do the work we do. Our ability 
to do this is based on our firm commitment of why we are 
here, to contribute to the positive development of our 
youth,” said Christine Oldfield, executive director of 4-H 
Ontario.
 4-H’ers are a group known for their innovation, their 
ability to adapt and to handle challenging situations. 
COVID-19 has brought unprecedented challenges, but at 
4-H Ontario we are still working to provide a sense of 
community, of support and of connection. We will 
continue to adapt and to provide new online resources to 
youth and families, and we will continue to be the leaders 
in positive youth development.
 For more information on 4-H Ontario’s online project 
resources, please visit us at 4-hontario.ca/youth and 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram.
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4-H Goes 

Take part in our online 4-H 
learning opportunities!

DIGITAL!

www.4-hontario.ca/projects

A MESSAGE FROM
4-H ONTARIO

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
CHRISTINE OLDFIELD

When I accepted the position at 4-H Ontario, I did not 
anticipate navigating a global pandemic as a part of my 
first week on the job, but I learned pretty quickly that 
4-H’ers are an innovative, resilient bunch that rise to the 
challenge. 
 These are indeed challenging times for many non-
profits around the globe. 4-H Ontario is no different. With 
#GivingTuesdayNow, the global day of philanthropy on 
May 5, I want to extend the importance of giving to 4-H 
Ontario now more than ever. 
 4-H Ontario has shown outstanding leadership in 
adapting its program offering to include fully immersive 
online learning opportunities that youth and volunteers 
can access remotely. We offered two introductory online 
projects, with over 60 activities that families can access 
free of charge to help encourage continued learning at 
home.
 Please help us continue our mission of helping support 
the skills that youth need to navigate these trying times, 
to share our positive youth development programming to 
more youth, and to enable us to adapt to this changing 
world quickly and efficiently. 
 Your unrestricted donations will go directly to keeping 
our doors open so that we can continue supporting 
positive youth development programming now, and into 
the future.

http://4-hontario.ca/youth
http://www.4-hontario.ca/projects
http://www.4-hontario.ca/
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RALPH 
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TRACTOR POWER AND 
CONTROLS MAY CHANGE    
Manufacturers are exploring the possibilities of electric and autonomous equipment.
Over the last 30 years, we have wit-
nessed significant increases in the size 
of tractors and associated equipment 
such as planters. These changes allow 
operators to cover more acres per 
hour.  
 Unfortunately, operators can face 
challenges moving the large equip-
ment from field to field or from farm 
to farm. Narrow rural roads with little 
or no shoulder width have become an 
issue. Roads are designed to facilitate 
snow removal, not the movement of 
large, wide farm machinery. Many 
dual-wheel or four-wheel-drive trac-
tors require more than half of the 
road width. Larger units also contrib-
ute to concerns about soil compac-
tion, so we must plan carefully to 
alleviate this issue.

Auto-steer        
Because of the wide working widths 
of farm machinery, equipment manu-
facturers have designed many systems 
to permit hands-free driving in the 
field. This feature has eliminated the 
need for markers systems and allows 
the driver to focus on other opera-
tional issues.  
 Auto-steer systems have become 
essential to maintain full output 
capacity of large combines with 40-
foot headers. 
 As a long-time combine operator, I 
remember the need for a seat-of-the-
pants reaction to recognize vibration 
caused by the loss of a straw chopper 
hammer. The response had to be 
immediate! Can equipment manufac-
turers build in that reactive response? 

Historical facts        
In the 1830s, Robert Anderson, a 
Scottish inventor, was credited with 
the development of the first electrical 
vehicle. By 1859, rechargeable batter-
ies became available. They were the 
lead-acid batteries that most of us are 
familiar with. 
 By 1899, Baker electric vehicles 

became popular with urban residents, 
as these vehicles were easy to drive 
and did not need to be cranked. Al-
though people were not concerned 
about pollution in those days, these 
vehicles also did not contribute to 
that problem. 
 In 1900, Ferdinand Porsche, the 
creator of the sports car, developed 
the first hybrid electric car. It was 
powered by batteries but used the 
gasoline engine to recharge these 
batteries. 
 In the early 20th century, Ford’s 
Model T dealt a serious blow to elec-
tric vehicles.  
 Between 1920 and 1935, higher- 
quality crude oil also made gasoline 
cars and tractors more popular. 
 During that same period, many 

equipment manufacturers designed 
tractors to start on expensive gasoline 
and run on cheaper distillate fuel. This 
heavier but cheaper fuel provided 
slightly reduced horsepower.  
 Many higher horsepower tractors 
such as International Harvester’s 
Farmall M or W6 carried small gaso-
line tanks and had dual manifolds 
into the late 1940s. 
 Today, batteries have a much larger 
charge capacity than the early ver-
sions. Batteries can be recharged 
through solar collectors or the power 
grid. 
 Last summer, someone operated 
an electrically powered motorboat on 
Lake Huron. The large roof area 
served as a solar collector. 
 People also use electrically pow-

Solectrac Inc. photo

Solectrac’s eUtility 40-HP equivalent electric tractor is a quiet, powerful, 
zero-emission machine suitable for most farm and utility tasks. This 

small tractor is fully battery powered but is not autonomous.  
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ered golf carts and scooters. 
 About 3 per cent of the world’s 
new vehicles are electrically powered, 
estimates suggest.  
 From 1969 to 1974, I travelled the 
Don Valley Parkway daily. It was not 
the parking lot that it has been in 
more recent years. With the usual 
vehicle load pre-COVID-19, the Don 
Valley Parkway and many other ur-
ban roadways made significant con-
tributions to air pollution. Can elec-
trical vehicles make a difference? 

Research efforts       
Through small-scale projects, re-
searchers are studying autonomous 
tractors to plant and harvest crops. 
Some companies are also starting to 
commercialize this technology. 
 In addition, several manufacturers 
are experimenting with electrically 
powered tractors. Some tractors are 
totally electric, while others are hy-
brids. Most of them are relatively 
small with low horsepower, while 
others are upwards of 400 horsepower.  
 One major manufacturer is testing 
an electrically powered tractor with 
the power provided by extendable/
retractable electric power cables. 
 Smaller autonomous and electri-
cally powered tractors may provide 
an interesting source of horsepower 

for farmers. More than one tractor 
could operate simultaneously in the 
same field doing separate tasks. 
 Will electric tractors become a 
trend? My crystal ball is somewhat 
hazy but nothing is impossible in this 
day and age. 
 Did we foresee autonomous trac-
tors, combines and grain buggies 20 
years ago? I did not and I doubt if 
many of you did either.

Conclusions        
Battery technology has increased 
significantly in the last decade.  
 For instance, did any of us predict 
the use of button batteries in vehicle 
key fobs? Locking and unlocking 
vehicle doors and trunks is a very 
convenient feature when you’re carry-
ing groceries or other items. 
 When I was a very young lad, I 
remember seeing my mother crank 
start the family Ford Model A car. 
Reportedly, women were the primary 
supporters of early electric cars and I 
can understand why. 
 As we listen to automobile ads, the 
new capabilities offered for maintain-
ing speed as well as automatically 
maintaining the distance behind or 
beside another vehicle is almost un-
believable.  
 Many of us appreciate the benefit 

of speed control on the highway. This 
feature does two things. 
 First, it can control the vehicle 
speed to help prevent you from get-
ting a speeding ticket. But, just as 
importantly, this feature prevents the 
right leg from cramping when you 
want to maintain a constant cruising 
speed on the highway. 
 By the way, when was the last time 
you used a road map? The accuracy of 
mapping and route selection in GPS 
systems is incredible.  
 I remember the first GPS unit I 
acquired for my combine to permit 
the drawing of yield maps. It had to 
“see” a land-based beacon in the 
United States to provide accurate 
locations. 
 If the combine went too close to 
tree lines, the signal on the unit be-
came scrambled. 
 My wife’s small sports car stops the 
engine when you hit the brake and 
restarts when you press the accelera-
tor. This feature saves gas and de-
creases air pollution. Did we visualize 
that technology even ten years ago? 
 I predict electric cars and tractors 
will be very popular for many tasks 
by 2030. BF

Ralph Winfield is a retired professional 
engineer, farmer and technical writer.

This large battery-powered John Deere GridCON tractor operates autonomously.
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As a result of recent developments, 
agricultural waste could soon be a 
source for a key ingredient in laundry 
detergent.  
 Using mustard seed oil cakes, 
researchers hope to create an econom-
ical and naturally derived version of 
lipase, said a February release from 
England’s University of Portsmouth.  
 Manufacturers use lipase, which is 
an enzyme, in detergents because it is 
eco-friendly and effectively removes 

oil stains from clothing, 
the release said. It is 
expensive for com-
panies to biotechno-
logically produce 
this enzyme, but 
lipase produced from 
mustard seed oil cakes 
offers a more financially viable alter-
native. The oil cakes provide an 
effective growth medium for microbes 
to produce enzymes, the release said.  

 “Anoxybacillus sp. ARS-1 (a type of 
bacteria) produced lipase (that) was 

found to be stable and resist almost 
all chemical detergents as well as 
common laundry detergent,” Dr. 
Pattanathu Rahman, a microbial 

biotechnologist from the Centre for 
Enzyme Innovation at the university, 
said in the release.  
 The study is published in the Febru-
ary edition of the journal Preparative 
Biochemistry & Biotechnology. BF

A newly proven tool could help im-
prove the ease and accuracy of 
weed management research.  
 A team of U.S. scientists 
developed an automated 
weed seed counter, which 
could provide relief for 
researchers and students 
who must count seeds, a 
February American Society of 
Agronomy release said.  
 Instead of counting seeds by hand 

and lining them up on graph paper 
during a study, researchers could 

now “count” on the scientific 
accuracy of a computerized 
particle analyzer, the release 
said. This table-top piece of 
equipment uses a light and a 

camera to count seeds as they 
travel along a conveyor belt.  

 Researchers can manually count 
and check between 2,000 and 2,500 
seeds in 30 minutes. The automated 

method can compile the same data in 
about 14 seconds, the release said.  
 “We found … that the computer-
ized method can offer a more rapid 
alternative if available,” Matthew 
Bertucci, a research scientist in the 
crop, soil and environmental sciences 
department at the University of Ar-
kansas, said in the release.  
 The study is published in the Feb-
ruary online issue of Agricultural & 
Environmental Letters. BF

NEW TOOL CONTRIBUTES TO WEED CONTROL RESEARCH         

MASTERING MASTITIS DIAGNOSIS THROUGH MACHINE LEARNING
New technology could soon help 
veterinarians improve productivity 
and welfare on dairy farms in a 
timelier manner. 
 This tool could accurately diagnose 
herd mastitis and find where the 
pathogens originate, said a March 
release from United Kingdom’s 
University of Nottingham. 
 Conventionally, a veterinarian 
diagnoses herd mastitis by analyzing 
data from the dairy farm. This pro-
cess requires time and specialist 
veterinary training, the release said. 

However, researchers are creating an 
automated machine learning tool to 
identify the cause of herd mastitis.  
   The machine algorithms 
achieved a classification 
accuracy of 98 per cent for 
environmental versus 
contagious mastitis and 78 
per cent accuracy for 
lactation versus dry period 
environmental mastitis, the 
release said.   
 “A diagnostic tool of this kind has 
great potential in the industry to 

tackle this condition and to assist 
veterinary clinicians in making a 
rapid diagnosis of mastitis origin at 

(the) herd level in order to 
promptly implement control 

measures,” Dr. Robert 
Hyde, a veterinarian and 
researcher from the school 
of veterinary medicine and 

science at the university, 
said in the release. 

The full study is published in the 
March edition of the journal Scientific 
Reports. BF

AG HELPS MAKE ECO-FRIENDLY LAUNDRY DETERGENT

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE COULD IMPROVE YIELD PREDICTIONS 
Farmers may soon be able to make 
even more accurate management 
decisions and crop yield 
predictions, thanks to 
American researchers. 
 A team of scientists are 
using artificial intelligence 
to generate yield predictions 
and to learn about factors that 
cause differences in yield response 
to inputs across a field, said a February 
release from the University of Illinois.    
 In the study, researchers used a type 

of artificial intelligence, called convo-
lutional neural network (CNN), 

to analyze field data, the 
release said. 
   Some methods of conven-
tional machine learning 
start with patterns and the 

computer puts data into 
those existing patterns. But 

CNN does not rely on existing 
patterns.  
 Instead, the technology takes pieces 
of data and learns the patterns that 

organize them, the release said. This 
approach is like how humans organize 
new information in their brains.  
 “Eventually, we could use (CNN) to 
come up with optimum recommenda-
tions for a given combination of 
inputs and site constraints,” Nicolas  
Martin, an assistant professor in the 
department of crop sciences at the 
university, said in the release. 
 The full study is published in the 
March edition of the journal Comput-
ers and Electronics in Agriculture. BF
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Wet hay, meet your match! 
(!) KRONE KW Tedders provide: - Faster dry-down

- CleanSweep tines
- Low-maintenance
- Better ROI

Contact Y,ouri Krone local clealeri tocla�! 
BROMLEY FARM SUPPLY | Douglas

CALLAGHAN FARM SUPPLY | Lindsay

CONNECT EQUIPMENT CORP 
Rockwood, Chepstow, Mildmay, Lucknow

DAN R EQUIPMENT 
Winchester, Plantagenet, Gananoque

HAWLEY’S GARAGE | Belleville

MINTO AG | Harriston

ONEIDA NEW HOLLAND
Caledonia

STRATFORD FARM EQUIPMENT  
London, New Hamburg, 

Stratford, Woodstock

My name’s Andre Ouimet. My grandpa was 
an apple farmer. One season he had a bad 
harvest. The bank he was loyal to for years 
turned its back on him. He lost the farm and 
moved our family to the city. To this day, my 
dad still chokes up as he tells the story of 
how the bank seized our ancestral home. 
I know how hard farmers work. I know 
how hard my grandpa worked. It was NOT 
his fault. He needed a temporary helping 
hand and no one was there to help him. 
Because of my family history, I wanted to 
do something to help farmers, so I became 
a licensed Mortgage Agent with EXPERT 
MORTGAGE. Now I can help farmers 
ACROSS ONTARIO better than the banks 
can because I don’t follow BANK RULES. I 
specialize in agricultural lending. With over 
200 private lenders to back me up, I SET 
THE RULES! 

I HELP FARMERS GET FARM LOANS

Even if you have BAD CREDIT & NO PROOF OF INCOME, I can still help you

FARMOWNERS! Call NOW for FAST, EASY CASH!

Most banks underwrite loans using standard commercial lending 
guidelines that don’t make any sense for farms. Coming from a 

farm family, I understand the farming community.

Many provide 1st, 2nd and 3rd mortgages even with:

THIS LOW?

Call me 7 DAYS A WEEK for  

Toll Free Across Ontario 
1-888-982-7954 
Andre Ouimet - Mortgage Agent 

Talk to me if you’d like to...
• Buy more land or new equipment
• Repair or construct new buildings

• Buy quota

• Up to 80% of FULL farm value
• Up to 30 year amortization
• Operating lines of credit

CALL ME EVEN IF EVERYONE ELSE HAS SAID NO!
With over 200 lenders at my disposal I can get you a mortgage even with...

I REPRESENT OVER 200 LENDERS 

• Horrible Credit
• Bankruptcy
• Unemployed
• Mortgage Arrears

• Property Tax Arrears
• Power of Sale
• Self-Employed
• Pension & Disability

Mortgage Monthly Bi-weekly 
Amount Payment Payments

Licence # 12079

Rates as  of 
May 2020, 
OAC

$200,000 $922.95 $425.98
$250,000 $1,153.69 $532.48
$300,000 $1,384.43 $638.97
$350,000 $1,615.16 $745.47
$400,000 $1,845.90 $851.96
$500,000 $2,307.38 $1,064.95
$600,000 $2,768.85 $1,277.94
$700,000 $3,230.33 $1,490.93
$800,000 $3,691.80 $1,703.92

$1,000,000 $4,614.75 $2,129.90

CALL ANDRE NOW 
to put your mind 

at ease
Send me a question online at www.iHelpFarmers.ca or 
email me at andre.ouimet@expertmortgagebroker.com 

• Bad credit
• Power of sale
• Tax arrears

• Mortgage arrears

http://www.ihelpfarmers.ca/
mailto:andre.ouimet@expertmortgagebroker.com
https://www.krone-northamerica.com/english/dealer/opportunities/
https://www.expertmortgagebroker.com/andre_ouimet/
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MAPLE LANE FARM SERVICE
Mt. Forest • 519-323-4289

SHANTZ FARM EQUIPMENT
Alma • 519-638-3317

HAWLEY’S GARAGE
Belleville • 613-969-5525

MCKEOWN MOTOR SALES
Spring Brook • 613-395-3883

W.J. LAMBERT & SONS
Beaverton • 705-426-7374

http://www.seatainerterminals.com/
https://www.agcocorp.com/
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NAVIGATOR
The intelligent choice 

NE
W

HARDI North America · 1500 W 76th St · Davenport, Iowa 52806 
Phone:  (563) 386-1730 · Fax: (563) 386-1280 · E-mail: info@hardi-us.com

#SprayHARDIwww.hardi-us.com
Learn More. Visit hardi-us.com

 Ì Higher precision and less overlap  
 
with single nozzle AutoNozzleControl

 Ì Automated cleaning with AutoWash

 Ì Automated filling with AutoFill

 Ì Maximum agitation without foam  
 
with AutoAgitation

 Ì Fast diagnostics for less downtime  
 
with HARDI SmartCom

 Ì New functional design Workzone

Ross Doble
Sunderland - 705-357-3132  

www.rossdobleinc.com

Shantz Farm Equipment
Alma - 519-638-3317

www.shantzfarmequip.com

Maple Lane Farm Service
Mt. Forest - 519-323-4289

www.maplelanefarmservice.ca

McGavin Farm Supply
Walton - 519-887-6365

www.mcgavinequip.com

Profota’s Farm Equipment
Chatham - 519-354-5100  

www.profotasfarmequipment.com

mailto:info@hardi-us.com
http://hardi-us.com/
http://www.rossdobleinc.com/
http://www.shantzfarmequip.com/
http://www.maplelanefarmservice.ca/
http://www.mcgavinequip.com/
http://www.profotasfarmequipment.com/
http://www.hardi-us.com/
http://www.barrycullen.com/
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DK
40-58 HP
10SE Bromley Farm Supply Ltd

Douglas 613-649-2457

BlueWest Equipment 
Courtland  519-688-0909

Coleman Equipment Inc 
New Dundee 519-696-2213

Doug’s Small Engines
Castleton 905-349-3027 

Regional Tractor 
Freelton 905-659-1094

RE Egger Truck & Machine  
Dunnville 905-774-1060

Turf Care Products Canada 
Medina 519-349-2400

Kucera Group 
Alvinston  519-898-2961 
Chatham 519-351-4300

$6175
UP TO

Cash Back* (T-L-B )

UP TO

Financing* Months
0%    72

*Offer available March 19, 2020 – June 30, 2020.  Cannot be combined with any other offer. Offer based on the purchase of eligible equipment defined in promotional program. Additional fees may apply. Pricing, 
payments and models may vary by dealer.  Customers must take delivery prior to the end of the program period. Some customers will not qualify. Some restrictions apply. Financing subject to credit approval. 
Offer available on new equipment only. Pricing and rebates in CAD dollars.  Prior purchases are not eligible.  6 Year Warranty for Non-Commercial, residential use only. 6 Year Warranty applies to CS, CK10, DK10 
and NX model KIOTI tractors and must be purchased and registered between September 1, 2016 – June 30, 2020. Offer valid only at participating Dealers. Offer subject to change without notice. See your dealer 
for details. © 2020 KIOTI Tractor Company a Division of Daedong-USA, Inc.

J.C. Cayer Enterprises  
Limoges • 613-443-2293

Halnor Farm Equipment 
Waterford 519-443-8622

https://www.wellingtonmotors.com/
http://www.brubacherdrums.ca/
http://www.kioti.com/
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V I S I T  OUR  WEBS I T E  OR  CALL  US  TO  F IND  A  DEALER  IN  YOUR  AREA !

519-529-7212 • www.smythwelding.comLike us on 

CRIMPER ROLLERS
Smyth “CRV” series land rollers are similar  
to our “VS” series. Benefits of the crimp 
roller include:
• Cover crop management
• Ideal for organic farming
• Reduces the use of herbicides
• Prevents soil erosion
• Reduces water evaporation 
 from soil
• Saves time

Specs:
• Cat II 3 point hitch
• 12 blades per drum (7-3/4”  
 spacing)
• ¼” thick blades
• 30” diameter crimp rollers
• Replaceable 1/4” 
 blades

 X-FOLD (CRX MODEL) AND CRS CAT II 3 POINT HITCH MODELS ALSO AVAILABLE

Each section of the 12’ Main is made up  
of (2) 6’ pieces to form a chevron shape  

for easy rolling.

3 POINT HITCH SWEEPER
• 24” x 6’ brush
• PTO drive
• Rear mount 3 PH or  
 front mount kits  
 available

• Adjustable angle
• Adjustable Caster  
 wheels
• Other sizes & models  
 available

44 TB TAG-ALONG BIN SWEEPER
• 5.5 H.P Honda engine with 6:1 gearbox 
• Adjustable tongue height 
• Single lever controls the spring tension of  
 brush against lawn 
• Trip style tailgate for quick  
 easy removal of  
 materials from  
   the 10-cubic 
 foot bin 

SMOOTH DRUM LAND  
ROLLERS 

3 OTHER MODELS AVAILABLE 
- UP TO 65’

VS MODEL
•  22’-34’ available
 2 wheel design  
 (8 bolt 14 ply  
 12.5L 16)
•  30 diameter  

rollers 3/8” thick
•  2” main bearings

X FOLD 
• 30’ - 47’
• 30” diameter   
 drum 
• 3/8 & 7/16 wall
• 2” HD  
 ductile 
 bearings

• 24” Drum  • Minimum 65 H.P required for PTO 
drive • Approx. 25 GPM @ 2500 PSI • Double 
spiral hardened steel teeth on drum • Heavy duty 
spindles • Cylinder, hoses & lock up included

12FT STONE WINDROWER PTO
OR HYDRAULIC MODELS

32FT TTS PTO DRIVE 
STONE WINDROWER 

• (3) 12ft folding sections • RH discharge  
• Adjustable, castering gauge wheels with  
hydraulic lift • Hydraulic swing on tongue  
for end transport • 2 remotes required 

28FT FOLDING STONE WINDROWER
(Shown) This Smyth built rake features a 28’ raking path with a 5’ windrow.

Other models available

CRS MODEL (Shown)

AG & TURF POWER SERVICE
Grassie • 905-945-4848

BLUE SKY MARINE
New Hamburg • 519-662-1461

BRIAN’S SERVICE CENTRE
Hensall • 519-262-3634

COBOURG SMALL ENGINES
Cobourg • 905-377-8000

DOUG’S SMALL ENGINES
Castleton • 905-349-3027

E&F SAUDER SALES & SERVICE
Wallenstein • 519-669-2192

EASTERN ENGINES INC.
Williamsburg • 613-535-2488

J.C. CAYER ENTERPRISES
Limoges • 613-443-2293

LARRY’S SMALL ENGINE
Orangeville • 519-941-1517

MAPLE VALLEY SALES
Creemore • 705-466-3138

MCINTOSH MOTORS
Stirling • 613-395-3757

NORTH WELLINGTON CO-OP
Durham • 519-369-2415  |  Hanover • 519-364-4777

Mt. Forest • 519-323-1271

ONEIDA NEW HOLLAND
Caledonia • 905-765-5011

PARTNER AG SERVICES
Tara • 519-934-2343

PROFOTA’S FARM EQUIPMENT
Chatham • 519-354-5100

TWEED RECREATIONAL SPORT & LAWN
Tweed • 613-478-3138

http://www.smythwelding.com/
http://www.husqvarnagroup.com/en
https://smythwelding.com/
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Introducing a truly unique machine with endless possibilities. 

The new JCB Teleskid is the first and only skid steer and compact tracked  
loader with a telescopic boom, making it the most versatile machine 
you’ve ever seen. It can lift higher, reach further and dig deeper than any 
other skid steer on the market and can access areas you wouldn’t have 
thought possible, until now. 

ADVANCE CONSTRUCTION

Waterloo  519-742-5878
Harriston  519-510-5878

HUB INTERNATIONAL

Port Perry  905-982-1500
Lindsay  705-324-6136

REIS EQUIPMENT

Renfrew  613-432-4133
Winchester 613-774-2273
St. Isidore 613-527-1501

BROWNLEE EQUIPMENT

Earlton 705-563-2212

DOUGHTY & WILLIAMSON

Jarvis 519-587-2273

NORFOLK TRACTOR

Simcoe 519-426-1090

BRANT TRACTOR

Brantford 519-449-2500

RED TRAC

Vineland 905-562-4136 jcb.com/teleskid

D&W GROUP

Bromley Farm Supply
Douglas 613-649-2457 
Rusty’s Power Washing
Courtright 519-332-9821

Bourbonnais Equipment Inc.
Sarsfield 613-835-2623

Dealers

LS Tractor - Excel in Your Field.
www.LSTractorusa.com

Get more standard features with

Milestone Equipment Ltd,
Millbank 519-595-3157

Dealer's Choice Award Winner
 #1 Tractor Manufacturer.

Five. Years. Running.

2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019

MT2E Economy Series – Big On Value, Low On Compromises. 25-40 
HP, 3 Range Hydrostatic or 12X12 Synchro Shuttle with 1,688-2,153 

LBS Loader Lift Capacity.

MT2E Economy Series – Big On Value, Low On Compromises. 25-40 
HP, 3 Range Hydrostatic or 12X12 Synchro Shuttle with 1,688-2,153 

LBS Loader Lift Capacity.

B & G Loughlin Tractors Inc.
Mountain 613-989-2636

Advantage Tractor & Implement Ltd.
Jasper 613-706-0722

http://jcb.com/teleskid
http://www.lstractorusa.com/
https://www.jcb.com/en-us
https://www.diamondbargates.com/
http://lstractorusa.com/
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®

LLAANNDDOOLLLL FFAAMMIILLYY OOF PF PRRODUODUCCTTSS

Available in 10’ to 40’ ModelsAvailable in 13’ to 40’ Models

Available in 14’ to 49’ Models

LANDOLL FAMILY OF PRODUCTS

78780000 HHSSLL7800 HSL 5500000 Drill0 Drill 5000 Drill

DELTA POWER EQUIPMENT
Mitchell • 519-348-8467

St. Marys • 519-349-2180
Watford • 519-849-2744
Tilbury • 519-682-9090

www.deltapower.ca

HURON TRACTOR
Multiple Locations

www.hurontractor.com 

HUTCHINSON FARM SUPPLY
Stouffville • 905-640-2692

PODOLINSKY EQUIPMENT
Petrolia • 519-844-2360

ROBERT’S FARM EQUIPMENT
Chesley • 519-363-3192

Lucknow • 519-529-7995
Mt. Forest • 519-323-2755

SMITHS FARM EQUIPMENT
 613-283-1758

www.farmingblue.com 

www.ShantzFarmEquip.com
519.638.3317
Alma, ON

CHECK OUT OUR CURRENT SELECTION OF QUALITY USED EQUIPMENT!STK# 12578

STK# 13692

STK# 13534

STK# 13066

STK# 13584

STK# 13110

http://www.deltapower.ca/
http://www.hurontractor.com/
http://www.farmingblue.com/
http://www.shantzfarmequip.com/
https://www.shantzfarmequip.com/
http://landoll.com/
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1-866-820-7603 | BAUMALIGHT.COM
Southwestern Ontario | Matt Fallis 519-993-1201

Northeastern Ontario | Tom Habel 613-222-4803

MFG OF MINI SKID STEERS  AND A VARIETY OF ATTACHMENTS 
BRUSH MULCHERS | STUMP GRINDERS | TRENCHERS

SCREW SPLITTERS | ROTARY BRUSH CUTTERS
PTO GENERATORS | AUGER DRIVES | DRAINAGE PLOWS 
TREE SPADES | TREE SAWS & SHEARS | BOOM MOWERS 

TREE PULLERS | FELLER BUNCHERS | EXCAVATOR ADAPTERS

Locate A Dealer Online

866-638-2104

Handles all crops with
power and efficiency

FERTILIZER & CROP TRANSPORT AUGER
• Sturdy removable plastic hopper fi ts under 
  standard hopper wagons
• Hydraulic top drive
• 3-stage telescopic down 
  spout — adds to your �lling 
  convenience
•  Easy to tow

6 Models
CTA 6” X 21’ |  CTA 8” x 21’
CTA 6” X 26’ |  CTA 8” x 26’
CTA 6” X 31’ |  CTA 8” x 31’

UTILITY AUGERS
Available in 
3 ½, 4, 5, 6 and 
8 diameters

     Field proven by hundreds of Canadian farmers
•  1/2 inch diameter high quality carbon steel tines  
 in  4’ or 6’ wide sections with drawbars up to 24’.
•  8’ depth sections, with 108 teeth, consist of a   
 4’ front and a 4’ rear section. Both can be used   
 separately.
•  Ideal for sports fields, horse arenas, parks, race   
 tracks, thatch removal, sod farms, aerating the soil  
 and more

•  Works on tractors, pickups & choppers

•  Bolts to drawbar

•  Makes chopping silage fun

•  Built tough - to pull even the largest wagons

•  Increases productivity up to 25%

•  Works with PTO

High quality air or mechanical tractor 
seats by K&M Manufacturing

Made in England

HACKETT “CONCORD” 
HARROWS TRACTOR SEATS

AGRI-SPEED HITCH

www.tractorseats.com

http://baumalight.com/
http://www.tractorseats.com/
http://www.mohawkequipment.ca/home.html
http://baumalight.com/en/
http://www.agsearch.com/weberway-inc
https://duralume.ca/
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Bobcat of Brantford
Brantford 519-752-7900 

www.bobcatofbrantford.com

Bobcat of Grey Bruce 
Owen Sound 519-372-9100 

www.bobcatoftc.com
 

Bobcat of London 
London 519-455-4900 

www.bobcatoflondon.ca 

Bobcat of Stratford
Stratford 519-393-6040

www.bobcatofstratford.ca

Bobcat of Tri Cities
Kitchener 519-579-9100 

www.bobcatoftc.com
 

Can Am Tractor
Chatham 519-351-4300

www.kuceras.com

McGavin Farm Equipment
Walton 519-887-6365

www.mcgavinequip.com 

http://www.bobcatofbrantford.com/
http://www.bobcatoftc.com/
http://www.bobcatoflondon.ca/
http://www.bobcatofstratford.ca/
http://www.bobcatoftc.com/
http://www.kuceras.com/
http://www.mcgavinequip.com/
http://www.swanstonbobcat.com/
https://www.larryssmallengines.ca/
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After Hrs.: Mike Robins–289-439-1473 • Casey Smith–905-577-5860

½ PRICE OF NEWCIH 115 MAXXUM

LEASE RETURNS 1/2 PRICE OF NEW

CASEIH 330 31 ft $44,900

TURBO, FLAT BAR, WITH REAR HITCH

KUHN 3560 TCR SAVE!

DEMO BLOW OUT PRICING

CIH 145 PUMA $115,000

2336 HRS, HYS W/SELF
LEVELINGLOADER

CIH 7120 MAGNUM $48,000

1991 YR, 3 REMOTES, DUALS

CIH MAXXUM 135

2016 CVT 1075 HRS LOADER READY

$132,900

CIH 6088 $159,00

2010 1725 HRS LOADED

CIH 185 PUMA $169,000

FRONT HITCH W/PTO 2440 HRS

CIH 110 PRO $59,000

2010, 3800HRS, 1 OWNER

CIH MAGNUM 280

2016 835 HRS W/W ARRANTY

$252,000 $69,900CIH FARMALL 110C

2016 SHUTTLE, 2 SPEED P/SHIFTDELUXE CAB, AUTO STEER READY, 2010

CIH 335 $79,900

Over 100 Years Of Continuous Service

Hwy. #56, Binbrook 905-572-6714
EE--mmaaiill uuss aatt:: iinnffoo@@oonneeiillss..ccaa

SINCE 1955

Stewart’s Equipment
9410 Wellington Road 124, Erin, Ontario

WWW.STEWARTSEQUIP.COM Follow Us519-833-9616

Proudly Celebrating 65 
Years in Business

Trafalgar Road

Airport Road

May�eld Road Queen  S
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To Hillsburgh

Milton

Erin

Georgetown
Brampton

Mississauga

Rexdale

Erin

Georgetown
Brampton

Mississauga

Milton

Rexdale

Sales - Parts - Service - Rentals 

The 1 stop shop for contractors!
Expert advice & Job Matched Equipment

mailto:info@oneils.ca
http://www.stewartsequip.com/
http://oneils.ca/
https://www.martindrainage.com/
https://stewartsequip.com/


OF THE MONTHDeal
CHECK OUT AG BUYER’S GUIDE THIS MAY

519-837-0710519-837-0710 519-837-0710519-837-0710

$ Call $59,900

 $135,000 $12,500 $152,400

400 litre capacity diesel tank. $775 • UV 
Stabilised diesel grade polyethylene polytuff 
tank • 12 volt self-priming pump • 40 L/min 
open flow • Padlock pump cover • Lockable 
filling cap (with spare key) • High quality 

auto-shut off trigger • 12 feet of ¾” delivery 
hose with swivel and crimped fittings • 4 
metre wiring harness with alligator clips 

JD 2320 Tractor 2013, 4 Wheel 
Drive, Diesel, Hydrostatic Drive, 
Quick Attach Loader, 62” Wide 

Drive Over Belly Mower, 3 Point 
Hitch, 540 PTO, Very Clean. 24 HP 

758 HRS STOCK # 1509E

KUBOTA M5-111 - TRACTOR
1054hrs, 4WD, ROPS, ldr, 12 

SPEED/ SOFT DRIVE 
Stock: 016669 Id: 7228

1-800-265-47731-800-265-4773

1983 Massey Ferguson 50E 
Industrial Loader Tractor, 68hp, 
2wd, diesel. 2-pedal forward/

reverse, cab with wiper and heat, 
comes with bucket and forks. 

SER#877500

905-774-1060905-774-1060

CIH MAGNUM 180
2014, CVT, 2074 hrs

519-351-4300519-351-4300

JD 6145M 
’15 852 hrs PPS, 

MFWD, AutoTrac Ready

519-352-9480519-352-9480

$58,900 

$25,000 $89,995 

 1998 New Holland 8770 Tractor
 Hours ua: 5260, 4WD, diesel, 16x9 30k 

powershift, cab/heat/air, 540/1000 RPM, 3 
remotes, 16.9r28 front, 20.8x38 rear with 
duals, front fenders , front weights, fender 

mounted switches, air seat, super steer axles 

Komatsu WA 350
Wheel Loader 

Gehl 170 Mixmill, 
hyd, load auger, very low use, 

unit is in new condition

2011 Toyota, 
3-stage mast, side shift, 
6500lb outdoor, diesel

 KUBOTA L3560HSTCC 
CAB TRACTOR 37 HP, 4WD, 

Factory Installed Cab 
w/Heat & A/C

519-833-9616519-833-9616

519-393-6415519-393-6415

 519-669-2520 519-669-2520

 519-848-3504 519-848-3504

519-846-5388519-846-5388

$93,500

2016 JCB 541
-70AG+ 3300 HRS. DELUXE CAB, 

LOCAL TRADE. BUCKET. 

8770 Ford 
Front weights, super steer, 

rear duals, 190 hp

JCB Agri Telescopic 
Forklift 536-60AG, 

2417 hours, like new

519-845-3346519-845-3346

$45,000

519-742-5878519-742-5878

$ Call

New red Bach-Run 3642CF 
land roller, 36” drum, 

42’ wide

519-595-4029519-595-4029 705-790-7852705-790-7852

D.M. HORST
& SON LTD

$ Call

$ Call

$ Call

Deutz Fahr Agrotron M410, 
Quicke loader, 50 km, 
1890 hours, Just In.

519-595-3157519-595-3157

$ Call

Case IH 1240 Planter, 
Central Fill, Pneumatic Bags, 

Liquid, Row Clutches, 
Trash whipps

 519-870-0367 519-870-0367

$69,000

2017 John Deere 6175M 
- 480/46 Singles, Command 

Quad 20 Speed, MFWD, 3 
Remotes, Cab Susp

1-800-265-61881-800-265-6188

$174,495

https://bryansfarm.com/
https://bryansfarm.com/
https://robertsfarm.com/
https://eggertruck.com/
https://www.kuceras.com/
https://www.betterfarming.com/www.mcgrails.com
https://stewartsequip.com/
https://advanceequipment.net/
https://advantage-equip.com/
https://advantage-equip.com/
https://bachrunfarms.com/
https://cashtownguyz.com/
https://www.farms.com/used-farm-equipment/dm-horst-son-ltd/
https://deboersequipment.com/en/
https://milestoneequipment.com/
https://www.northwellingtonliftruck.com/
https://www.premierequipment.ca/
https://www.farms.com/used-farm-equipment/brian-shanahan-farms/
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Kathryn Doan 
AgCareers.com &  
CareersinFood.com 
@kathryndoan

Our world has changed greatly 
since early March. Our freedom 
to go about our normal lives has 
been restricted since the spread of 
COVID-19. During the course of 
the disease outbreak, farmers, sup- 
pliers and all those involved in the 
food value chain have taken pride 
in providing healthy, safe and nu- 
tritious food for Canadians. Our 

governments, at all levels, have highlighted the importance 
of food by designating the entire value chain as an essen-
tial service. But there are still many challenges for the agri-
cultural and food industry ahead of us.
 Shortly after travel restrictions were imposed on Cana-
dians, measures affecting the travel and integration of 
foreign workers, particularly seasonal employees who work 
on Canadian farms, were announced. Furthermore, con- 
cerns have been raised over the health and safety of work- 
ers involved in food production, particularly those work-
ing in close proximity to each other at processing plants. 
The temporary closure of some facilities in the food value 
chain has added extra pressure on the ag industry’s ability 
to meet the needs of consumers. 
 COVID-19 is constantly changing how business is done 
today and potentially in the future. Collaboration among 
stakeholders in the food production chain is paramount 
for our collective short-term future, and also to ensure a 
sustainable long-term Canadian agri-food sector remains. 
This collaboration is happening at many levels and will 
be needed through formal and informal channels. 
 Collaboration is occurring at government levels where 
provincial and federal ministers, along with commodity 
boards, are working to find solutions for bringing in work- 
ers from abroad wherever possible. Hiring a local labour 
force, even on a temporary basis to fill the short-term needs 
on farms and in the value chain, is critical. 
 At AgCareers.com we are proud to support our industry 
by offering free job postings to farms and businesses seek-
ing temporary labour and, as always, it costs nothing for 
applicants to apply. This offering helps to support the 
concerted efforts organized by the provincial government 
to source and help secure a labour force to ensure tradi-
tional supply chains can hopefully operate.
 In addition to sourcing short-term labour, companies 
are calling on existing team members to adapt, to step up 
when possible, to use their skill set to help offset workers 
who are absent, or to fill in when positions are vacant. 
 While many are struggling with unemployment during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, those working in food prod- 
uction are feeling a growing sense of pride in the impor-
tance of their jobs. Every position is valuable.
 As spring continues with equipment sowing the fields 
in hopes of plentiful crops, we encourage everyone to be 
mindful. Be mindful of neighbours and their health, be 

mindful of the seed and fertilizer supplier or the truck 
driver, be mindful of the delivery personnel or equipment 
dealers. This is the human element of our supply chain. As 
the spring and summer progresses, we do need to keep in 
mind that it is likely some individuals near to us may be 
absent because of illness. 
 Is there a way to step up and help out? Is there a way to 
be creative and do something different? Collaborate, help, 
adapt, think about how maintaining the status quo doesn’t 
quite work in the new 2020.
 The lasting effects of COVID-19 on ag are unknown, 
but for the first time in over half a century, more consum-
ers are valuing food! They appreciate where it comes 
from, and that it takes many people to ensure its supply. 
Food remains precious and so do the many ag workers who 
grow and process it. As many consumers are re-engaging 
with cooking, perhaps we can re-engage with them to 
highlight the positives of our industry, the pride we have 
in our products, and the seriousness with which we take 
the responsibility of feeding the nation and the world. 
 To learn more about AgCareers.com free job postings 
for temporary seasonal workers or to inquire about our 
findings on the latest hiring trends during the pandemic, 
visit AgCareers.com/covid19canada or agcareers.com/
temporary-jobs.cfm or reach out to us at 877-438-5729. BF

Kathryn Doan 
AgCareers.com &  
CareersinFood.com 
@kathryndoan

COLLABORATION DURING COVID-19
Working together in the ag industry is key during these uncertain times.

WE’RE HIRING
SERVICE TECHNICIANS
Competitive Wages • Bene�ts • Pension Option 

 Mechanical Aptitude
 Experience with gears & sprockets
 Positive Attitude 

EMAIL: HR@ONTARIOHARVESTORE.COM
(519) 469-8200CALL:

http://agcareers.com/
http://agcareers.com/
http://agcareers.com/
http://careersinfood.com/
http://agcareers.com/
http://agcareers.com/
http://agcareers.com/covid19canada
http://agcareers.com/
http://agcareers.co/
http://careersinfood.co/
mailto:HR@ontarioharvestore.com
http://www.ontharvestore.com/
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Offers Support

Use this promo code for 
FREE temporary or seasonal 
job postings: TEMPJOBSc19

FREE Temporary 
Job Postings

During this challenging time, 
we know agriculture has 

to keep growing.

877.438.5729
agcareers@agcareers.com

Expires July 31, 2020 - FREE Temporary 
Employment Job Posting

CANADIAN JOB POSTINGS IN 
AGRICULTURE & FOOD

Snobelen Farms Ltd is looking to 
add four Grain Elevator Operators 
to their Team! They take pride in 
continually progressing their com- 
pany and advancing their techno-
logy to serve their customers better. 
No Ag Experience? Don’t worry 
they are willing to train the right 
person.  
Apply now at www.agcareers.com.

If you are looking to join a member 
owned co-operative dedicated to 
providing outstanding products 
and services to their community 
then look no further! North 
Wellington Co-op, part of the 
Growmark family of companies 
is looking for a Livestock Account  
Manager to join their Team. 
Apply now at www.agcareers.com.

Manitoulin Trout Farms, a Divi-
sion of Cole-Munro Foods, is 
looking for a Director of Farming 
Operations to oversee grow out 
and hatchery operations located 
on Manitoulin Island, Coldwater, 
and Parry Sound. The candidate 
should possess hatchery and fish 
farming experience.  
Apply now at www.agcareers.com.

As the new Swine Production 
Technician for Metzger Veteri-
nary Services in Linwood you will 
play an integral role in the services 
they offer to their swine clients. 
Post-secondary training such as a 
degree/diploma in Agriculture or 
Animal Science is an asset but not 
required.  
Apply now at www.agcareers.com.

At BASF they create chemistry 
through the power of connected 
minds. Join them on their journey 
to create solutions for a sustainable 
future as their new Territory 
Sales Manager based in Toronto. 
This is your chance to be part of a 
company recognized as one of 
Forbes Best Employers. 
Apply now at www.agcareers.com.

http://agcareers.com/
http://agcareers.com/
mailto:agcareers@agcareers.com
http://www.agcareers.com/
http://www.agcareers.com/
http://www.agcareers.com/
http://www.agcareers.com/
http://www.agcareers.com/
https://www.agcareers.com/online-billing/job-packages.cfm
https://www.agcareers.com/snobelen-farms-ltd/grain-elevator-operator-job-767521.cfm
https://www.agcareers.com/growmark/livestock-accountant-manager--north-wellington-co-operative-services--harriston-on-job-770196.cfm
https://www.agcareers.com/cole-munro-foods/director-of-farming-operations-job-766587.cfm
https://www.agcareers.com/metzger-veterinary-services/swine-production-technician-job-766345.cfm
https://www.agcareers.com/basf-canada--we-create-chemistry/sr-territory-sales-manager-job-761054.cfm
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Land use policies and planning are 
important to preserve the province’s 
ag land for food production. 
 Ontario’s provincial policy state-
ment (PPS) does not permit the 
creation of new non-farm residen-
tial lots on prime agricultural land, a 
February OFA release said. The prov-
ince enacted the PPS in 1996 and 
officials updated this document last 
year. 
 Municipalities use the PPS as 
the minimum standard on land use 
policies, the release said. So, local 
governments cannot make land use 
regulations that are less restrictive 
than the ones in the PPS. 
 The OFA supports the province’s 
decision not to permit severances for 
non-farm residential land use. 
 Evidence supports the benefits of 
keeping productive land in agricul-
tural use. 
 For example, scattered rural resi-
dential development increases the 
costs bore by municipalities and the 
property tax revenue from these lots 
does not cover the cost of providing 
them with municipal services, the 
release said. 
 People who move to the coun-
try from urban areas often “want the 

same services that they can get in 
the city but some of those amenities 
aren’t available in the countryside,” 
Larry Davis, a farmer in Brant Coun-
ty and a director for the OFA, said to 
Better Farming.
 And “rural houses cost more 
money to service than a house in 
town.”  
 Minimum distance separa-
tion also becomes an issue when 
non-farming developments are 
established in ag areas, the release 
said. This provision inhibits farm-
ers in the area from expanding their 
livestock or poultry operations. 
 “If a farmer wants to expand or 
build a barn for agricultural purpos-
es, he or she might not be able to do 
it,” said Davis. 
 Residential development “really 
restricts agriculture.”
 Another potential issue with resi-
dential developments in ag areas is 
nuisance complaints.
 “People from the city might not 
understand country life – the smells, 
noise, dust and flies. And tractors, 
wagons and combines on the road,” 
Davis said.
 Producers may need to manage 
such complaints from new neigh-

bours who are unfamiliar with farm-
ing practices. 
 And since less than 5 per cent 
of Ontario’s land is in ag product-
ion, the province should protect this 
dwindling resource, the release said. 
 “The Ontario government 
supports the OFA’s objective of 
‘producing prosperity in Ontario,’” 
Davis said. 
 “We want to see populated areas 
grow up, not out. In Toronto, for 
example, the city can’t expand it’s 
borders anymore so companies are 
building up and saving farmland.” BF 

THE OFA HAS A BEEF WITH 
SOME FARM SEVERANCES                      
The farm group supports the restriction of residential lot creation in prime agricultural areas.

by KATE AYERS
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John Jantzi, Sales Representative

Cell: 519-571-3894
jjantzi@netflash.net

www.ontariofarmsales.com

Independently Owned & Operated
a-b Realty Ltd., Brokerage* - Stratford

FERGUS/ORANGEVILLE, ON 
744 acre parcel with feedlot, 610 
workable acres, 2 houses and 3 barns.
 
SEAFORTH, ON
Ultimate investment opportunity! 
Touch free automatic car wash, 3 self-
serve wash bays. 3 office units, and 2 
residential units all with a great return.

BLOOMINGFIELD, ON
Desirable 340 +/- acres with 285 
+/- workable clay loam soil. Located 
on paved road only minutes from 
Bloomfield. No buildings located 
on this property makes this a prime 
locations for a new operation or 
expansion.

PAISLEY, ON - 100 acre cash crop farm 
systematically tiled every 20 & 30 ft.

CASH CROP FARMS WANTED!
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Real Estate 

1971 MARTHAVILLE 
ROAD, DAWN-EUPHEMIA 

$999,000

9009 TOWNSEND LINE, 
ARKONA - $849,900

75 acres of bare, level, fertile 
farmland, approx 73 acres 
workable reported tiled at 
approx 80’. Call for more info 
& how to cash flow this farm. 
MLS 235989.

54 acres of sandy loam on 
bare farm land at Sylvan Road. 
Currently rented for the 2019 
crop of soy beans. Available 
after the harvest. Potential 
hobby farm, close to Rock Glen 
falls. Systematically tiled in 
2018. MLS 210882.

519-357-6370 
smichie@royallepage.ca 

www.ontarioagrealtor.com

STEVEN MICHIE 
Sales Representative

Royal LePage RCR Realty, 
Brokerage

Independently Owned & Operated

Download the Farms.com
Real Estate App for FREE!    

Looking to buy or sell
your farm?

LISTINGS
Middlesex 52 acres 51 workable London city 
limits. Great investment. House as-is. 
Price: $1,300,000

Middlesex 203 acres 173 workable prime 
location. Prime soils. Available in 5 separate 
blocks. Price: $6,000,000

Brant 66 acres 50 workable Village of Scotland. 
Investment and development. 
Price: $1,750,000

Elgin 180 acres 140 workable Straffordville. 
High-yielding vegetable ground. 
Price: $2,995,000

Elgin 100 acres 70 workable scenic, rich 
farmland. Restore historic estate home or 
rebuild. Price: $2,000,000

Elgin 72 acres 13 workable on-going 
blueberry operation. Retail and processing. 
Price: $675,000

Lambton 106 acres 100 workable bare land. 
Partial systematic tiled. Add to your land base. 
Price: $1,200,000

Chatham/Kent 74 acres 74 workable Chatham 
city limits. Zoned M1. Loamy soils. 
Price: $1,850,000

Chatham/Kent 75 acres 73 workable bare 
land. Systematic tiled. 2 parcels. 
Price: $1,023,300

Chatham/Kent 36 acres 36 workable bare 
land. Potential for 1 or 2 homes being built. 
Price: $457,500

Norfolk 139 acres 96 workable sandy 
loam with irrigation. Home, outbuildings, 
bunkhouses. Price: $1,594,000

Huron 303 acres 230 workable bare land. 
Random and some systematic tiling. 
Price: $3,400,000

MANITOBA 2114 acres 1840 workable prime 
potato growing are. Fully developed and 
improved. Price: $12,700,000

UNDER CONTRACT
Lambton 198 acres 195 workable Brookston 
clay mostly tiled. Residence. 2 parcels. 
Price $2,300,000 

Chatham/Kent 94 acres 94 workable Thames 
clay loam & Brookston clay. Systematic tiled. 
Price $1,320,000

Essex 117 acres 115 workable prime vineyard 
country. Bare land with excellent yields. 
Price $1,740,000

Middlesex 444 acres 410 workable investors. 
London city limits. Long-term leaseback only. 
Price: $5,330,000

Essex 67 acres 40 workable luxury horse farm. 
All the amenities on this country oasis! 
Price: $1,890,000

WANTED
LARGER BLOCKS OF LAND with possible 
long-term lease back. 

ORGANIC CERTIFIED LAND with possible 
long-term lease back or will consider 
transitioning land to organic.

INVESTORS for large block of 1700 acres 
with income energy component producing 
significant income.

JUST SOLD
Chatham/Kent 51 acres 51 workable bare 
land. Good yielding soils. Systematic tiled. 
Price $780,000

mailto:jjantzi@netflash.net
http://www.ontariofarmsales.com/
mailto:smichie@royallepage.ca
http://www.ontarioagrealtor.com/
http://farms.com/
http://ontarioagrealtor.com/
http://www.justfarms.ca/home.asp
http://www.ontariofarmsales.com/
http://www.bilko.ca/
http://shanahanrealty.com/


JD COLLECTION, 9-2cyl tractors. Corn-
wall Area. 613-360-3710.

JD 730 STANDARD, diesel, pup start, 
$6300. Cornwall Area. 613-360-3710.

JD 70 DIESEL, pony start, all origi-
nal, runs great, $5800. Cornwall Area.  
613-360-3710.

1950 AC ROUND BALER, for sale.  
613-387-3895.

2 TRACTORS, 1941 JD model H, 
1948 JD model G. Ottawa Area.  
613-524-3373.

BIRDSELL CLOVER HULLER, restor-
able. 705-328-8159.

NH 77 BALER, needs engine.  
705-328-8159

TRACTOR 1954 FARMALL SUPER 
MDTA, diesel, engine runs smooth, 
good TA, tires & paint avg, wide 
front avail. Serious inquiries only.  
705-328-8159.

FOR SALE AFFORDABLE NEW TRAC-
TOR PARTS & Engine Rebuilt kits for 
most makes & models. Also clutches, 
carburetors, crankshafts, manifolds, 
radiators, turbo chargers, starters , wa-
ter pumps, rims, electronic ignitions & 
much more. Service & owners manu-
als & decal sets. Our 48th anniversary. 
www.diamondfarmtractorparts.com 
1-800-481-1353.

MH MUSTANG TRACTOR, w/ front end 
loader & pulley, 3pth. 905-308-1351.

1970’s FORD 3000 ORCHARD TRAC-
TOR, diesel, 6227hrs, runs great, $4200. 
905-562-7234.

ANTIQUE ITEMS, J&J Taylor Toronto 
Safe Works, 31 x 41”, $250, MF 2 furrow 
plow, 3pth, $550, 1 furrow plow, grey, 
$325. 905-563-5206.

1950 FORD 8N TRACTOR, rebuilt en-
gine, exc tires, 2 furrow plow, earth 
scoop, $2900. 905-852-7292.

PLOWS, riding, w/ cast iron seat, walk-
ing plows. 5-6hp stationary engines 
on fancy factory carts. 519-665-2303.  
bosomworth@wightman.ca

1550 COCKSHUTT, gas, w/ new Alied 
loader. 519-692-3790.

COCKSHUTT 1650GAS ENGINE 
CRANK CASE, w/ crankshaft & fan belt 
pulley, cam shaft w/ timing gears, pis-
ton & connecting rod, oil pump & oil 
pan. 519-692-4153.

TRACTOR LOADER, fits MF 50 or simi-
lar tractors, c/w controls, hoses and hyd 
bucket. 519-699-5399.

HORSE DRAWN ROAD GRADER, 
made in Goderich. 519-237-3305.

FARMALL 140, w/ cultivators, good 
cond, $4500. 519-983-6848.

TOLEDO SCALE, on wheels, 100kg ca-
pacity, $700. 519-983-6848.

1940 OLIVER 99, older restoration, 
$2800, OBO. 519-389-0921.

JD 329 TURBO DIESEL ENGINE, w/ 
Rockwell trans, c/w radiator, complete 
standing power unit, workable fork lift, 
4WD, exc cond. 519-365-5725.

ELECTRIC MOTORS, US-2hp, 115/230V, 
single phase, 1740RPM, frame G182T 
shaft 1 1/18 diameter, as new, $200. 
519-484-2633.

CAT D330 GENSET, 75KW, 3phase, 
220V, only 1038hrs, runs off 115hp tur-
bo diesel. Joas Zehr. 1-800-570-2194.

CAROLINA 600 ENGINE LIFT, $600. 
519-983-6848.

POWER E GENERATOR, 6500W, gas. 
519-365-5725.

PAGE WIRE FENCE, 5’, suitable for all 
livestock, especially poultry, approx 
1230’, 90cents/ft. 226-924-4208.

HD STEEL PENNING GATES, various 
lengths, 10’-18’. 519-227-1113.

GATES, 3- 5’x16’, pressure treated 2x6, 
1- 4’x10’ construction grade spruce 
2x6. 519-683-4672.

37-WOODEN FENCE POSTS, for sale. 
519-799-5701.

CEDAR SPLIT RAILS, large quantity, 10 
- 12” long. 519-923-5996.

GATES & CORRAL PANELS, steel 
square tube & diamond and aluminum. 
613-385-2923 or 613-449-4483.

CEDAR POLES, 2” - 6”, various lengths. 
647-296-4038.

STORAGE TRAILERS, 48’ & 53’, clean, 
dry, del avail, $2000 & up. Innerkip. 
519-532-3181.

SHIPPING CONTAINERS FOR SALE OR 
RENT, 20’ priced from $2950, 40’ priced 
from $3950. Brantford Area. Delivery 
Available. 519-535-1312.

STEEL BARRELS, 45 gal, w/ locking 
lids, food grade, no rust, $20ea. Great 
for storage, rain barrels, shipping, fire 
pits, etc. Kingsville Area. 519-839-4741.

WOODEN PALLETS, mixed hardwood 
& softwood skids, mixed sizes to 12’ 
long, ongoing supply, free- prefer-
ence given to repeat pickups. Jason  
519-870-8442.

FREE HALLMAN SILO, 50’ x 16’, black & 
white roof, good cond. You take down. 
705-533-3129. 

2 FEED STORE STEEL SILOS, 24x60 
& 18x40, complete w/ silo unloaders. 
905-308-1351.

USED STORAGE TANKS: Steel & fiber-
glass. Vertical & horizontal, cone bot-
toms. 500 gallons to 25,000 gallons. De 
Jong & Sons Ltd. 519-348-0523.

NEW PLYWOOD CUTOFFS, 1/4” thick, 
full 8’ lengths, various widths, 9-24”, 
priced $2-$5ea. 519-586-7794.

HYDRO POLES, 35’, $125ea or 40’, $175. 
519-586-7794.

CHERRY LUMBER, approx 4000 board 
ft, 4 lifts of 1&1/4” and 3 lifts of 2&1/4”. 
519-799-5701.

YELLOW BIRCH LUMBER, 1500’ 
BF, various sizes, dried inside for 
10yrs, $800 for all. Cornwall Area.  
613-360-3710.

MIXED HARDWOOD LUMBER, air 
dried for 20yrs, approx 4400 board 
feet, $1500 firm. Peterborough Area. 
647-296-4038.

RED OAK BASEBOARDS, 7 1/4” x 12’, 
300’ in total. 705-346-4499.

SOLID OAK DOOR, 6 panel, brand 
new, still in wrapper, 1 3/8” thick x 32” 
x 80”, $250. 705-346-4499.

FRESCO ELIPSE EXTERIOR HOUSE 
STONE, 3 random sizes, 3 1/2” deep, 4 
skids, all brand new! 705-346-4499.

BARN BEAMS, various sizes & lengths. 
705-443-0671.

LOOKING TO OWN A PIECE OF HIS-
TORY, 200 yr old White (Bur) Oaks 
live-edge planks, large selection, each 
rough cut to 2 5/8”, varying width’s, 
many 40”+ & lengths 8’, 10’ & 12.5’. Imag-
ine your new bar-top or that one of a 
kind dinning room table. Priced per bd 
ft. $5-6 depending upon width/length.  
519-786-2033.

DRY SHEETING & PLANKS, Elm, Ma-
ple, Oak, Cherry & Ash, 1” & 2”, some 
are 12’ boards; approx 5000 board feet. 
905-885-9219.

USED PLYWOOD SHEETS - $17 sheet, 
5’x5’x1-1/4”, approx 80 lbs each. Good 
condition. Ideal for strengthening barn 
floors. Orders over 200+ sheets are dis-
counted at $15/sheet. Also available 
48”x42” x1” think $7/sheet Loretto Are-
na. Call Bob 905-729-2420.

APPROX 200 SHEETS TEN TEST, 4 x 8 x 
5/8ths, $12/sheet. 519-657-5633.

LUMBER, 500’, 2x6, various lengths. 
519-699-5399.

ANTIQUES

ANTIQUES 1000

BUILDINGS & 
STORAGE

BUILDING 
SUPPLIES 1120

POWERLIFT DOORS OF ONTARIO
519-871-7368

The SUPERIOR quality
hydraulic door… since 1992

We work with you every step of the 
way to build, deliver and install your 

new Powerlift door!

Safe, Strong, Zero Maintenance!

www.powerliftdoors.com

STORAGE & 
CONTAINERS 1140

FENCING & GATES

GENERATORS, ENGINES 
& POWER SUPPLY

FENCING & GATES 1350

GENERATORS, 
ENGINES & 
POWER SUPPLY

1400
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The Best Price. The Best Readership. The Best Value. Better Farm
ing! Call 888-248-4893 x281 to place your ad. 

LIVESTOCK GUARD DOGS, Pyre-
nees/cross/Maremma puppies, from 
working parents, expected mid May.  
519-289-2920. 

ASB INC. AG BUILDER - Drivesheds, 
additions, renovations, dairy, equine, 
poultry. Dependable. Experienced. 
Serving Southwestern & Southcentral 
Ontario. Free Estimates. 519-424-3348. 
Cell 519-532-4760 john@asbinc.ca 
www.asbinc.ca 

WHEAT STRAW, 500 bales, small 
square, feed grade, stored inside. 
Guelph Area. 519-766-9512.

WHEAT STRAW, 3X3X7.5 large square, 
clean roto chop, barn stored, ap-
prox 500-540 lbs per bale $0.12 /lbs.  
519-900-6202.

2019 STRAW, large sq bales, 3x4x7.5, 
rotary straw chopped with baler & 
acid applied. Small square bales in 
bundles of 21. Please contact Shayne  
519-274-4645. 

HAY & STRAW & IND WRAPPED 
BALEAGE, nice, clean, rotary com-
bined, good for TMR. 3x3x7’ bales & si-
lage bales individually wrapped. Huron 
East. 519-292-0138.

BIOPELLETS FERTILIZER and Com-
post Sale for your crop needs, increase 
organic matter, improve soil health. 
Please call 905 560 0090 or email  
info@aimgroup.ca

HAY, 4 x 5 round bales, stored inside, 
no rain, $60/bale. 905-648-3793.

HAY MOISTURE TESTER, $150. Corn-
wall Area. 613-360-3710.

HAY & STRAW - Top quality hay and 
also hay with low potassium. All prices 
quoted. Delivered. Call Paul at Deer-
Run Farms 519-848-3442. 

TRUCK SCALES - all sizes, new & used, 
electronic & hydraulic, floor, feedbin, 
hopper, tank & bench scales. Digital in-
dicators, printers and load cells. Repairs 
to all makes. Best Weigh Scales 1-800-
770-6668. www.bestweighscale.ca

UP TO DOUBLE or Triple the Life of 
your Farm Batteries! Battery manufac-
turers suggest you “Equalize” your bat-
teries every 3-6 months! Who knew? 
This spring simply add a small amount 
(1oz, 28ml) of this proven, patented, 
water based Battery Equaliser tech-
nology, to top up each battery cell. 
Trucks, Tractors, Fence, Generator and 
Solar/Wind storage batteries, are Au-
tomatically Equalized, every time your 
battery is used. Military spec. and mil-
lions of batteries treated globally. Costs 
about $1.50/year per battery! Home 
Hardware: 500ml unit stock #6610-
857, System Fence: # 602902, Fastenal 
# 0682658-1 500ml, #0682659-4 4L., 
All Canadian #4826 500 ml. #4827 
4L. Toronto Factory 1-800-563-5947,  
www.batteryequaliser.com 

8’ SPACE CAP, insulated, 3” of urethane 
foam. 705-898-2089.

CANARM DIRECT DRIVE FAN, 36”, 
$400. 226-924-4208.

CAMOUFLAGE SINGLE CAPTAINS 
BEDROOM SET, 2 night stands, head-
board. 519-379-0330.

PRECOR #835 ELLIPTICAL EFX, dual 
action, w/ a P30 console, only one pri-
vate owner, c/w mat to place under, 
exc cond. This is a Professional service 
elliptical machine. New cost is $8300, 
asking $4150. 519-404-8826. 

FIRE EXTINGUISHER, 10lbs, new, still 
in box, model B456, suitable for ABC 
extinguishing, $60. 519-484-2633.

SHARP STAKES, 5’ long. 519-923-5996.

FLAGPOLES & FLAGS - Ontar-
io Flag & Pole specializing in “Ti-
tan” telescopic flagpoles 15’, 20’, 
25’ ft & all your flag needs includ-
ing custom flags. 1-888-596-0040  
www.ontarioflagandpole.com

DRY MIXED HARDWOOD, 15 to 16”, 
store bags or cords. Del avail. 519-428-
7191 or 519-426-2379.

OIL FURNACE, c/w 30’ x 6” chimney 
liner, also air tight wood stove, ideal for 
workshop. 519-338-2832.

CENTRAL BOILER OUTDOOR FUR-
NACES – Offers “The Classic”, “Maxim” 
and the new “Edge”. Call for more infor-
mation. Wood Heat Solutions, Frank-
ford & Bancroft locations 613-398-1611  
www.chesher.ca 

DIAMOND EGG PACKER, good 
working cond, $12000, OBO.  
519-236-4095.

POULTRY EQUIPMENT, Red Rooster 
flooring, 40 pieces, water fountains, 
feeders. 519-326-7128.

CHORETIME FEED LINES, 1200’, each 2 
pans, good cond. 519-525-2960. 

PULLETS - ready to lay, new and used 
equipment, etc. No order too small. 
Pullets Plus Inc., RR 4, Elmira. clarence@
pulletsplus.com 519-669-2225. 

HERD DISPERSAL, 20 young Boer 
goats and buck, exc health stats.  
519-901-0787.

ALPACAS, dbl reg herd of 25, will sell 
individually, in multiples at sale dis-
counts or entire herd. Gold Star Alpac-
as. 519-866-3790.

2009 PATZ STABLE CLEANER, good 
cond, little use, cw/ chain, $1000.  
226-883-0318.

EXACON AIR & WATER COOLED FAN, 
24”, $300. 519-319-4598.

WALINGA FEED BOX DIVIDER, alumi-
num. 519-293-3420.

USED HOG EQUIPMENT, wet/dry 
feeders, flooring, piggie tubs, hutches, 
fans & controller, etc. 519-323-3256.

BERG HD SLANT BAR HEAD RAIL, 86’ 
& 40’ of lighter head rail, also several 
HD gates, various lengths, best offer. 
519-347-2451.

HEAVY HORSE EQUIP, 2 neck yokes, 
2 dbl trees, $50 for all. 519-666-2381. 
Around 6pm.

BLANKET & SADDLE PAD RACKS, on 
casters, six arms of 5 rods each, black 
enamelled steel, arms adj, no assembly 
req, great for drying horse blankets, exc 
hanging storage. 519-294-0494.

2-TEAM HORSE HARNESSES, leather, 
$450. 519-768-2898.

REGISTERED HOLSTEIN BULLS, from 
high record dams, service age. Also red 
and white Holstein bull. Also fresh Hol-
stein Cows. Delivery available. McIn-
tosh Holsteins. 519-535-4341.

RED ANGUS, SIMMENTAL & RED AN-
GUS-SIMMENTAL TESTED YEARLING 
BULLS, for results Google - Ontario 
Bull Evaluation, Silver Springs Farms. 
James & Joan McKinlay. 519-599-6236. 
jmckinlay@bmts.com

MCKAGUE CHAROLAIS BULLS, year-
ling & 2yr old purebred, polled or 
horned, French influenced. Wingham. 
519-357-3808.

BLONDE AQUITAINE, herd of 12, bred 
cows & heifers, vaccinated, very quiet, 
will start calving early May. Owner re-
tiring. 613-448-2730.

PURE BRED BELGIAN BLUE BULL, 2 
yrs old, moderate frame, good mus-
cling, both sire & dam on farm, reason 
for selling keeping back heifers, $4000, 
OBO. Peterbrough Area. 705-652-7317. 

LIMOUSIN – OPEN HOUSE – Sat-
urday, April 25 from 10am to 3pm. 
Double & homo polled, thick, well 
muscled, quiet breeding bulls. Se-
men tested. Yearlings available. Select 
now for spring delivery. Posthaven 
Limousin. John Post 519-766-7178.  
www.posthavenlimousin.com 

15- RED ANGUS HEIFERS, born April/
May 2019, sired by registered Red 
Angus bulls from Lehmann Farms, 
2- registered Red Angus bulls, born 
May 2018, 1- mature Red Angus bull.  
613-332-1803.

ANGUS BULLS, yearling & 2 yr old 
Angus bulls, many heifer approved, 
semen tested, delivery avail, yearling 
open heifers avail, vaccinated with Ex-
press. Harprey Farms. 519-375-5541 or 
519-375-1500.

LIVESTOCK/POULTRY/ 
PETS

BEEF CATTLE 1610

HORSES 1630

LIVESTOCK 
EQUIPMENT 1640

POULTRY 1660

SHEEP & GOATS 1670

OTHER 1690

MISCELLANEOUS 
PRODUCTS

HEATING & 
FIREWOOD 2040

EUROPEAN WOOD CANDLE 
GASIFICATION BOILERS

BURN TIME 12-16 hours.
ken_herm@sympatico.ca

1-877-538-3018
PALAX WOOD PROCESSORS 

- LEASE TO OWN AS LOW $375 

OTHER 2090

FLAG POLES 2050

thestgeorgeco.com  
1 - 8 0 0 - 4 6 1 - 4 2 9 9

Respirator
for Dusty Conditions

MODEL PROF 88

A P P R O V E D

SEED/FEED/CROPS

FERTILIZERS 3520

HAY 3530

OTHER 3590

STRAW & 
BEDDING 3550

SERVICES & 
CONTRACTING

CONSTRUCTION 
& DEMOLITION 4020

PETS 1685
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TOWNSLEY BARN PAINTING – All 
farm buildings & houses, seamless 
eaves troughing, liquid rubber coat-
ings, waterproofing, metal, con-
crete, wood, foam, and bin flooring 
sealing. Serving Ontario since 1955. 
Call 519-859-0097 or 519-871-0300  
townsleypainting@hotmail.com 

RATS! MORE RULE CHANGES! 
- SGS Pest Management agricul-
tural pest control specialists. Ser-
vice & supplies. 1-800-736-9747  
www.sgspestmanagement.ca 

S&J BARN DEMOLITION - We pay 
the most cash to remove your old 
barn. Fully insured. WSIB. 1-800-
291-BARN or 1-519-800-3681.  
sjbarndemo@rogers.com 

CRONIN POURED CONCRETE LTD. 
Since 1976. Liquid manure tanks 
to 200’. Heights of 8’-14’ (1-pour). 
All jobs engineered specifications/
inspections - guaranteed. BEST 
firm quote in Ontario. Mark Cronin, 
519-348-9062. Cell 519-274-5000.  
www.croninpouredconcrete.ca

WE POUR: liquid manure tanks, bun-
ker silos, foundations & pads. All are 
100% Engineered. Serving Ontar-
io since 1968. De Jong & Sons Ltd.  
519-348-0523.

ASB INC. AG BUILDER - Drivesheds, 
additions, renovations, dairy, equine, 
poultry. Dependable. Experienced. 
Serving Southwestern & Southcentral 
Ontario. Free Estimates. 519-424-3348. 
Cell 519-532-4760 john@asbinc.ca 
www.asbinc.ca 

BIOPELLETS FERTILIZER and Com-
post Sale for your crop needs, increase 
organic matter, improve soil health. 
Please call 905 560 0090 or email  
info@aimgroup.ca

HAY, 4 x 5 round bales, stored inside, 
no rain, $60/bale. 905-648-3793.

HAY MOISTURE TESTER, $150. Corn-
wall Area. 613-360-3710.

HAY & STRAW - Top quality hay and 
also hay with low potassium. All prices 
quoted. Delivered. Call Paul at Deer-
Run Farms 519-848-3442. 

SEED/FEED/CROPS

SERVICES & 
CONTRACTING

DRAINAGE 4060

Specializing in
Agricultural Drainage

613 623 8802
Arnprior, Ontario

pneillwms@gozoom.ca

Peter Neill
Water Management Systems Inc.

Schmidt’s Farm
Drainage

1990 Ltd. Harriston

Specializing in Farm Drainage,
Backhoeing & Excavating,

GPS includes: mapping grade
control & surveying

GPS Grade Control
Tel: 519-338-3484
Cell: 519-323-6335

Where
Schmidt's go,

the Water Flows!

PAINTING & 
COATINGS 4140

PEST CONTROL 4150
Specializing in on Farm Pest 

Management Serving 
Southwestern ON, 

Golden Horseshoe, GTA
Email: info@sgsltd.ca

519-692-4232
www.sgspestmanagement.ca
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The Best Price. The Best Readership. The Best Value. Better Farm
ing! Call 888-248-4893 x281 to place your ad. 

GEORGE WHITE LOADER, off Massey 
35 tractor, $350. 519-852-5274.

ARC ELECTRIC WELDER, complete w/ 
helmet & cables. 519-294-6441.

BARN/MANLIFT ELEVATOR, used to 
move livestock from one level to an-
other, auto controls, spool, gear box, 
elec motor. 519-348-8170.

NEW HONDA POWER VIBRA-
TOR OR COMPACTOR, 12”x16”.  
519-365-5725.

CASE 33 INDUSTRIAL BACKHOE 
ATTACHMENT, non extend, for 
580 Case Industrial Loader, $1600.  
519-240-1188.

JD 624 H LOADER, 4WD, sandblast-
ed & painted Nov/19, 16300hrs, good 
rubber, exc shape, $44500. Aylmer.  
519-765-2064.

2012 NH 84LB LOADER, off TV6070 
tractor, hardly used, nice shape, 
$10000. Larry, 705-229-7144.

AC 615 INDUSTRIAL LOADER, re-
quires some rebuilding/ reassembly, 
$2900, OBO. Estate sale: long list of 
trucks, equipment, tools. Stouffville 
area. 905-473-3108.

CASE 580 BCK BACKHOE, loader, mo-
tor redone, rearend seals, brakes, hos-
es, cylinder, strong loader, $8700, OBO. 
905-892-3326.

SMITH ROLLS HD LOG SPLITTER, 
3pth, upright, $845. 519-319-5008.

STANDING TIMBER - hardwood and 
softwoods. Quality workmanship guar-
anteed. B. Kropf Forestry Service Ltd., 
Bruce Kropf, RR 1, Shakespeare, ON, 
N0B 2P0. 519-748-7422. 

ALL STANDING TIMBER - quality se-
lective cutting, free quotes, guaran-
teed workmanship & payment before 
harvesting. Joe Lucan, Langton Timber 
Harvesting. 519-847-5710.

DUTCHMASTER TREE SPADE, model 
360i, 36” ball, was mounted on a 975 
Bobcat, exc cond, $9500. John. 416-
458-9289. johnrklecker@gmail.com

SAWMILLS – Canadian made, quality 
SMG portable sawmills, many mod-
els to choose from, starting at $4,995 
including freight; available at Clark 
Code Repairs, 905 Sanderson Road; 
Oxford Mills, ON (613) 258-3829;  
stop in for a demo. 

LAIDIG BOTTOM UNLOADER, w/ 5hp 
motor, $1000. 519-462-2325.

BELT FEEDER, 80’, w/ 3ph motor, $500. 
519-462-2325.

2-GRAIN AUGERS, 1- Allied, 40’, 1- 
Westfield, 50’. 519-728-9929.

WESTFIELD 80-41 PTO AUGER, very 
good cond, $1600. 519-494-1028 or 
519-644-1028.

CONVEYOR HAY ELEVATOR, 25’, 
w/ 2hp motor, made of steel, $250.  
519-525-2616.

BUHLER GRAIN AUGER, 70’, 10”, 
$4500. 519-870-4872.

BRANDT SUPER CHARGE AUGER, 8”, 
36’. 705-533-2288.

FARM KING AUGER, 4”. 705-533-2288.

MARKET AUGER, 6”, 20’, hyd driven.  
705-533-2288.

WESTFIELD TRANSPORT AUGER, 41’, 
7” diameter, PTO, $1200. 905-263-2060.

SILAGE CONVEYORS, 60+ feet, 3hp 
motor, incline. 905-308-1351.

GRAIN AUGERS, 6”, 11’6” to 25’6”, w/ 
hyd & elec motors. Estate sale: long list 
of trucks, equipment, tools. Stouffville 
Area. 905-473-3108.

HAY ELEVATOR TRANSPORT FRAME, 
w/ wheels, height adjusting winch, 
$200. 905-852-7292.

844 ROGATER SPRAYER, 90’, 6550 eng 
hrs, 900gal SS tank, auto steer, Envizio 
Pro controller, $35000. 519-389-5375.

JD 6500 SPRAYER, 60’ rear fold boom, 
20” spacing, heat, air, monitor, row 
dividers. Call for more info. Aylmer  
519-765-2064

HOLDING TANK, water pump, 
transfer hoses, for liquid fertilizer, 
like new, used one season, $1000.  
519-237-3485.

SOLO MIST SPRAYER, will fog 40’ per 
pass, good for orchards, Christmas 
trees, nursery trees, or grape vines, 
heavy duty trailer c/w 50 gal tank, 
$595. John. 416-458-9289.

CALSA SPRAYER, 8R, sprayer for corn, 
519-683-4878.

3PTH 125GAL SPRAYER, 30’, w/ 
brand new pump. Peterborough Area.  
705-750-8493.

SPRAYER, 20’, 200 US gallon, converted 
to hose & nozzel, $400. 905-894-4959.

AGRO TREND SPRAYER, 800gal, 60’ 
manual boom, $2800. 519-276-8151.

HARDI 650 TWINSPRAYER, 60’ boom. 
519-312-3147.

GEORGE WHITE TANDEM SPRAYER, 
400gal, w/ 45’ Hardi boom, w/ triple 
nozzels. 519-365-5725.

PRECISION SPRAYER, 500gal, tandem 
axle, 45’ boom. 519-365-5725.

FMC VEGGIE SPRAYER, 500gal, SS 
tank, ideal for insecticides & fungicides 
and frost protection, c/w 6cyl industrial 
engine. 519-365-5725.

PRECISION SPRAYER, tandem, pull 
type, w/ electric controls, 45’ boom, 
$2500. 613-387-3895.

BLUMHARDT SPRAYER, 3pth, 300gal, 
60’ boom, hyd fold & tilt, 3 nozzle out-
let, foam marker, hyd pump, JD saddle 
tanks optional. 905-729-5619.

CALSA SPRAYER, 30’, 1000L, pull type, 
$1000. 905-983-9157.

TRANSPLANTING TREES - up to 10” 
trunk diameter w/10,000 lb. root ball. 
44”, 80”, 90” & 100” tree spades. Trans-
plant on your property or we have 
100ac. of trees up to 25’ tall for sale. 
OXFORD INSTA-SHADE, Burgessville. 
1-800-387-0246. Jan Veldhuizen.

VEGETABLE CULTIVATOR, S-Tine, 3R, 
fert attachment, good for orgainic 
farmers, $1500, OBO. 519-791-2163 or 
(519-326-1262 evenings).

GREENHOUSES FOR SALE, 2 gut-
ter-connected greenhouses, 42’ x 96’; 
2 cold-frame greenhouses. Owners 
Retired, Contact 705-791-2084 or  
705-721-1374.

JD #37 LOADER, complete, hyd buck-
et, $500. 613-362-5713.

JD 115 BLADE, 3pth, 9’, heavy duty, 
$2000. 705-867-2944.

BACKHOE ATTACHMENT, 3pth, 
for a tractor. 519-216-8052 or  
519-939-8598.

HD FRONT WHEEL ATTACHMENT, 
single arm, for Farmall tractor.  
519-294-6441.

LOADER BUCKET, 6’, 33” high, 30 “ 
deep, 1/4” thick material; hardened 
edge on bottom, not quick attach, like 
new, $700, OBO. 519-484-2985.

TREE CLEARING, 
MULCHING & 
PLANTING

4160

For more information
call us at

866-519-4302

FREE
CLASSIFIED

MEMBERS

OTHER 10090

NURSERY/GARDEN 

VEGETABLES 10020

ATTACHMENTS

ATTACHMENTS 5000

SPRAYERS - 3PT     
/MOUNTED 5150

SPRAYERS - PULL     
TYPE 5160

SPRAYERS - SELF     
PROPELLED 5170

OTHER 5190

CONSTRUCTION & 
INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT

OTHER 5290

BACKHOES & 
LOADERS 5210

FORESTRY & 
WOODLOT

OTHER 5390

CHIPPERS/
SPLITTERS 5310

STANDING 
TIMBER 5380

GRAIN HANDLING /
STORAGE

AUGERS /
ELEVATORS / 
CONVEYORS

5410
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MF 9120 FLEXHEAD, 20’, $2800.  
519-276-8151.

2016 JD FLEX HEAD, $2200.  
519-809-4076.

MF 9120, new guards & double cut 
knife, $6000. 519-862-2413.

NH 960 GRAIN HEAD, 15’,  
226-228-7588.

WHITE SWATH PICK-UP HEAD-
ER, 11’, stored inside, $1200, OBO.  
519-240-1188.

MF DIRECT CUT COMBINE HEADER, 
15’, older header, $399. 519-758-4183.

MF HEADERS, 15’ 1859 & 16’ 9000 se-
ries, both w/floating cutterbar & hyd 
drive U2 reel. 905-875-5857.

AC HEADERS, AC 315 flex head, F3, 
mint cond, 436 corn head, F3, 436 corn 
head M or L, 10’ pick up header M3 or 
L3. 905-892-3326.

HARVESTING/GRAIN EQUIPMENT, 
540 Massey Combine, w/ pickup & flex 
heads; 20’ Lely tine weeder; several 
gravity bins, grain auger, two Massey 
#36 grain swathers, one 10’ in good 
cond, one 12’ for parts. 519-275-4111.

2005 SPAPPERI TOBACCO HARVEST-
ER, 2R, 4cyl JD eng, 2914 eng hrs, 
fork type, scales, good working cond, 
stored inside, $45000. 226-378-0317 .

JD PICK UP REEL, fits 215 grain head, 
w/ knife drive/wobble box, for 200 se-
ries.519-271-6999.

2 GEAR SHIFT CABLES, for JD 7700 
combine. 519-271-6999.

NEW STRAW WALKER, for 1972 Ford 
combine #642, $200. 519-375-2008.

STOLL ROTARY RAKE, 11’, putt type, 
$1250. 519 871 0167.

STOLL R3354 DS ROTARY HAY RAKE, 
$1700. 519-227-1113.

NH 56 SIDE RAKE, no missing piec-
es, good working cond, $1200, OBO.  
519-462-2928.

NH 256 ROW BAR RAKE, $2500.  
613-387-3895.

KRONE 810 HAY RAKE, tandem rotor, 
will make 2 single rows or 1 dbl row. 
905-380-1065.

NH 254 TEDDER RAKE, $4500.  
905-983-9157.

NEW IDEA 272 CUT CONDITIONER, 
field ready, 613-473-4131.

JD 1209 HAYBINE, for parts, needs 
some repair. 226-228-7588.

NH 492 HAY MOWER, 9 1/2’ cut, $7500. 
519-227-1113.

CASE 600 FORAGE BLOWER, very 
good cond. 519-698-2096.

NI 901 FORAGE WAGON, on 12 
ton horse gear, always shedded.  
519-685-2186.

KOOLS FORAGE BLOWER, 56”, exc 
cond. 519-276-8995.

FORAGE BLOWER, 60” high x 8” 
wide, manufactured by Dion, $500.  
519-364-2099.

OLDER DION FORAGE WAGON, 
good working order, has a roof.  
519-449-2286.

MF 124 SM SQ BALER, 212 hydraulic 
thrower, exc shape, always shedded. 
519-234-6639.

NH 273 HAYLINER BALER, $2500.  
905-894-4959.

MF 2150 LARGE SQ BALER, field 
ready, fully overhauled, has baled 
60000 bales, new parts, $70000. 226-
343-1853. dseastep@hotmail.ca

2 - 2013 MASSEY 2170 LG SQ BAL-
ERS, 3x4, 1 - 6000 bales, $59500, 1 - 
61500 bales, $57500, both exc shape.  
705-229-7144.

NH 469 HAYBINE, used last year, 
$2200, OBO. 226-974-0936.

489 HAYBINE, $2000. 488 haybine, 
$1300. Both have been checked over. 
519-373-7975.

2006 NH 1432 DISCBINE, used 6 yrs 
since new, $15000. 905-768-5329.

HAY WAGON, 30’ x100”, 3” x 2” tubing, 
at 16” centers, Horst model 265, 14 
ton, 6 wheel running gear, 12.5 L X 15F, 
$4750. 519-857-3651.

2 MARTIN WOODEN BALE THROWER 
WAGONS, 20’, good cond. Can deliver. 
Dresden Area. 519-809-4098.

HAY WAGONS/HAY BASKET, 1 - 24’, 
2 - 20’ exc cond, $3000ea, Forage King 
hay basket, good working cond, also 
various hay equip. 613-874-1194.

2-BALE THROWER WAGONS, for sale. 
416-802-6915.

KILLBROS 350, w/ extensions, needs 
repair, w/ George White wagon, 5 ton, 
$895. 519-319-5008.

NEW 23’ x 9’ FLAT RACK, 12” x 3” run-
ners on used dbl reach wagon, w/ new 
tires, $2100. 519-348-8011.

NH 1005 STACKLINER BALE WAG-
ON, holds 56 sm sq bales, $2500.  
519-577-7155.

20’ SQ BALE WAGON, steel sides.  
519-799-5833.

2010 JD 625 FLEX HEAD, c/w new 
knife & Horst header wagon, low acres, 
mint cond, $25000. Eastern Ontario 
Area. 613-551-2734.

MF 1163 CORN HEAD, 6R, 30”, in good 
cond, $3000. 519-395-5656.

NEW HOLLAND 722 CORN HEAD, 1R. 
226-228-7588.

JD 612 C CORN HEAD, 12x30”, knife 
rolls, contour master header height 
sensing, hyd adj deck plates, $49500. 
519-437-9247.

1992 JD 843 CORN HEAD, oil bath, w/ 
new cart, exc shape, $10000. Don Skip-
per 519-762-3244.

2000 JD 9650STS 4WD COMBINE, 
2833 eng hrs, 1719 thresher hrs, level 
land machine, 20.8R42 duals on front, 
600/65R28 rear tires, plus JD 930F grain 
head, field ready. 519-436-1775.

JD 3970 HARVESTER CORN HEADER, 
3R, exc cond. 519-529-7765.

MF 850 COMBINE, w/ auto header 
height control, gear drive, very low 
hrs, 4 heads avail, always shedded, exc 
cond, $9900 (complete pkg negotia-
ble). 519-758-4183.

CORN PICKER, avco new-idea, 2R, 
$1000, OBO. 519-768-2898

GEORGE WHITE #6, threshing ma-
chine, on rubber, $500. 519-785-0178.

MF 850 COMBINE, hydro drive, corn/
soybean special, c/w 20’ flex head & 6R 
corn head. 519-881-8966.

GLEANER L COMBINE, been used 
every year for 47yrs. Currently used.  
519-923-5996.

1993 CASE 1688 COMBINE, 3500 en-
gine hrs, new cone, impeller kit, bush-
ings & bearings redone on the shaker 
& sieve, new front tires, 1 new rear tire, 
$31500, OBO. 519-949-0696.

AC GLEANER COMBINE W/ HEAD, 
running cond, always stored in-
side, $3800, OBO. Call or text  
519-995-4153.

1987 GLEANER F3 COMBINE, 13’ rig-
id head, 13’ flex head w/ plastic skid 
plates, on new header cart, 4R corn 
head, 3 pulleys w/ belts re: cyl spd, stnd 
& corn chaffers, full manual set, good 
cond, well maintained, shedded. Brae-
side, ON. 613-622-7865.

WESTEEL ROSCO HOPPER BOTTOM 
BIN, 15 ton. 519-685-2186.

WESTEEL ROSCO GRAIN BIN, 
3200BU’s, w/ Caldwell aeration system, 
110V, ladder, $400. 519-843-5418.

BRENT 1194 GRAIN CART, 1100BU, 
Digi star scale, scale head, auger/back 
camera w/ monitor, 1250/45/32 tires, 
great tarp, 519-521-1067. joevanquaet-
hem@hotmail.com

BRUNS HOPPER WAGON, 160BU, 
$500. 519-521-3323.

2-WESTCO CORN BINS, 1-5000BU, 
1-9000BU, false floor, aeration fan.  
519-868-4570.

STEEL HOPPER BIN, holds approx 
34 tonnes, $1700. Ottawa Area.  
613-314-2654 or 613-203-2666.

GRAVITY BOXES, Bruns, Horst & Mar-
tin, various sizes. 613-449-4483 or  
613-385-2923.

AERATION FLOOR, for a 500BU bin. 
905-729-2627.

SMITH ROLLS HD LOG SPLITTER, 
3pth, upright, $845. 519-319-5008.

STANDING TIMBER - hardwood and 
softwoods. Quality workmanship guar-
anteed. B. Kropf Forestry Service Ltd., 
Bruce Kropf, RR 1, Shakespeare, ON, 
N0B 2P0. 519-748-7422. 

ALL STANDING TIMBER - quality se-
lective cutting, free quotes, guaran-
teed workmanship & payment before 
harvesting. Joe Lucan, Langton Timber 
Harvesting. 519-847-5710.

UNVERFERTH 3750 SEED TENDER, 
3 axle, scales, low hrs, 1 owner, re-
tirement sale, good cond, $24500.  
519-383-2186 or text. 

GFI COMMERCIAL SWEEP AUGER, 
36’ long, 9 1/2”, 7 1/2hp, 600V motor 
w/ power drive, can be cut to desired 
length. 519-233-3218 or 519-524-3716.

ROTARY GRAIN CLEANER, $400.  
519-461-0565.

JD BLOWER, 1000rpm. 905-729-2627.

IH 1440 COMBINE, 6R corn header, 15’ 
flex header, header wagons avail, good 
cond, $24000 for all. 613-256-3835.

1998 CIH 2366 COMBINE, 4WD, big 
top, AFX, 4885 eng hrs, 3650 sep hrs, 
rock trap, field tracker, annual Stoltz 
AMI, 1063 cornhead avail, $55000.  
519-216-1641.

1993 JD 9400, 4WD, 3645 sep hrs, 
5228 eng hrs, AGLeader yield monitor, 
exc shape, $30000. Heads avail, 920 
flexhead w/ air reel, 643 cornhead.  
519-274-2476.

NI 801 COMBINE, 818 grain body, 815 
head, new rubber; NI 708 w/ 717 body 
& 813 grain head, all mint shape, many 
spare parts; NI 708 w/ 818 body & 815 
head; 4 corn heads, 2 wide & 1 narrow, 
all are 4R. 519-355-4627.

MF 300 COMBINE, w/ straw chopper, 
10’ table, pickup reel, $1300, OBO.  
519-736-8976.

JD 9500 COMBINE, 3800hrs, 9510 
updates, new 30.5 tires, air reel, chop 
spreader, fine cut chopper, level land, 
very clean, $40000. Pkg w/ heads avail. 
519-872-9166.

F2 GLEANER COMBINE, fair/ good 
shape, $1000, OBO. 519-941-3902.

DUTCHMASTER TREE SPADE, model 
360i, 36” ball, was mounted on a 975 
Bobcat, exc cond, $9500. John. 416-
458-9289. johnrklecker@gmail.com

SAWMILLS – Canadian made, quality 
SMG portable sawmills, many mod-
els to choose from, starting at $4,995 
including freight; available at Clark 
Code Repairs, 905 Sanderson Road; 
Oxford Mills, ON (613) 258-3829;  
stop in for a demo. 

LAIDIG BOTTOM UNLOADER, w/ 5hp 
motor, $1000. 519-462-2325.

BELT FEEDER, 80’, w/ 3ph motor, $500. 
519-462-2325.

2-GRAIN AUGERS, 1- Allied, 40’, 1- 
Westfield, 50’. 519-728-9929.

WESTFIELD 80-41 PTO AUGER, very 
good cond, $1600. 519-494-1028 or 
519-644-1028.

CONVEYOR HAY ELEVATOR, 25’, 
w/ 2hp motor, made of steel, $250.  
519-525-2616.

BUHLER GRAIN AUGER, 70’, 10”, 
$4500. 519-870-4872.

BRANDT SUPER CHARGE AUGER, 8”, 
36’. 705-533-2288.

FARM KING AUGER, 4”. 705-533-2288.

MARKET AUGER, 6”, 20’, hyd driven.  
705-533-2288.

WESTFIELD TRANSPORT AUGER, 41’, 
7” diameter, PTO, $1200. 905-263-2060.

SILAGE CONVEYORS, 60+ feet, 3hp 
motor, incline. 905-308-1351.

GRAIN AUGERS, 6”, 11’6” to 25’6”, w/ 
hyd & elec motors. Estate sale: long list 
of trucks, equipment, tools. Stouffville 
Area. 905-473-3108.

HAY ELEVATOR TRANSPORT FRAME, 
w/ wheels, height adjusting winch, 
$200. 905-852-7292.

GRAIN HANDLING /
STORAGE

OTHER 5490

GRAIN BINS & 
EQUIPMENT 5420

HARVESTING
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The Best Price. The Best Readership. The Best Value. Better Farm
ing! Call 888-248-4893 x281 to place your ad. 

STRAWBERRY EQUIP, plant-
er, rotovator, mulching machine.  
519-809-3036.

TEESWATER AGRO PARTS - USED 
PARTS – Looking for a used part for 
your tractor or agricultural equipment? 
We have wrecked over 1000 units in 
many makes and models. Call 519-
392-6111 or email: parts@wightman.ca 
Website: www.teeswateragroparts.ca 

BYERS TRACTOR SUPPLY – New & 
used tractor parts. All makes & mod-
els. 1-800-510-5505 or 613-448-3015. 
Open: Mon-Thur 8-5, Fri 8-4. Closed 
Sat/Sun. 

CLEARVIEW TRACTOR CAB, fits any 
flat deck tractor inbetween fenders, 2 
door, all glass intact, heater on roof, no 
rust, $400, OBO. 519-395-3438.

HD PTO SHAFT, 1000RPM, 32-44” 
length, install your own u-joint, choice 
of yoke, $150. 519-484-2633.

JD ROTARY HOE PARTS, for sale.  
519-523-9574.

IH PARTS, plow points & skimmers for 
pull type plows, W6 wheel weights, Su-
per A front & rear weights, 100lb suit-
case weights, front weight brackets, 
fast hitch off of 200, front & rear steel 
wheels for H. 519-627-3756.

COCKSHUTT 1650GAS ENGINE 
CRANK CASE, w/ crankshaft & fan belt 
pulley, cam shaft w/ timing gears, pis-
ton & connecting rod, oil pump & oil 
pan. 519-692-4153.

48” CHAIN DISCHARGE, for Kuhn TMR 
mixer, never been used. 519-291-0337.

DIAMOND EGG PACKER, good work-
ing cond, $12000, OBO. 519-236-4095.

STEEL TUBE, 24 pieces, 1”x1”, 20’ long, 
.125 wall. 519-685-2186.

WATER TANK, 5000gal, in exc shape. 
519-853-0138.

PLASTIC BARRELS, 205L, white, $15/
ea. 519-357-7410.

4’ FAN HOUSING, 7 blade, 35.5” fan, 
5hp motor, 220V, 1740rpm, $400.  
519-461-0565.

PICKETT 6030 ROD PULLER, for sale. 
519-462-2163.

IND GANTRY CRANE, back uprights 
support is an ‘A’ shape frame, front 
support: 2 uprights spaced 12’ apart, 
4x4x.250” sq tubing, 16’ 9” tall, H 
beam on top is 8”x4” & 15’ long, $800.  
519-484-2633.

GRAIN MOISTURE METER, DICK-
EY-JOHN GAC II, grain analysis 18, 
computer & printer. 519-983-6848.

TRIMBLE 750 YIELD MONITORING 
SYSTEM, monitor & wires, $11500.  
519-754-6319.

AUTOFARM GUIDANCE SYSTEM, 
serial #B8010172525, like new.  
519-799-5701.

WALCO SCRAPER, 8’, model W816, 
3pth, straight-right & left angling, new 
cond, $720. 519-577-6729. Ask for Bill.

RHINO 6 WAY BLADE, 3pth, full hy-
draulics, 8’, $17000. 519-765-2064.

BLADE, 7’, 3pth, straight right/left an-
gling, good cond, $400. Kingsville Area. 
519-839-4741.

BACK BLADE, 6’, $100. 905-894-4959.

HONDA TRASH PUMP, 11hp, mod-
el WT40X, c/w 4” inlet/outlet piping, 
$1900. Kingston Area. 613-385-2462.

SOFT DRAG HOSE, 1035’ of 4 1/2”, 
Cadmen couplers, $2/per foot.  
519-857-3651.

TRITON SAND FILTER, comes with 1.5” 
in and out & control valve, 20gal/,min, 
$200. 519-484-2633.

SQUARE D UNIVERSAL PUMP CON-
TROL SWITCH, c/w 1/4 inch NPT, facto-
ry set at 40 on 60 off, adjustable, new, 
$25. 519-484-2633.

NEW! 2” SS 316 CAMLOCK COU-
PLERS, 1 set is 2” NPT, 1 set is 2” hose 
barb, $75 each set. 519-484-2633.

BERKELEY B2TPMS IRRIGATION 
PUMP, 2.5” in NPT & 4” out, Bauer ball/
socket, HK coupler, c/w 10hp 230V 
single phase motor, 200gpm@70PSI 
over 350gpm@20PSI IMP 6.2 diam, 
3465RPM Marathon motor FLA 46.7), 
$1000. 519-484-2633

STEEL & IRRIGATION PIPES, 4”, 5”, & 6”. 
519-586-2964.

WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM, bulldozer 
pump, 2 pressure tanks & elec pump, 
$200. 519-818-8859.

NUHN MANURE INJECTOR, 9 shank, 
field ready, 2 pth hookup to back of 
tank, good cond, sold dairy reason. 
519-371-4741.

DRAG HOSE PUMPS, heavy duty, effi-
cient performance. 519-502-2727.

ALO MANURE BUCKET, 84” wide, very 
little use; like new. 705-328-8159.

NI 3615 MANURE SPREADER, 
exc cond, ready to spread, $5250.  
905-359-6976.

MANURE BUCKET, $100.  
905-894-4959.

NH 195 MANURE SPREADER, 410 BU, 
540 PTO, $6500. 519-368-2407.

BADGER BN3210 MANURE SPREAD-
ER, needs floor, $700. 613-928-3164.

LUCKNOW STATIONARY TMR MIXER, 
550 cu ft, Digistar scale incl, stainless 
interior, 4yrs old, in great cond, wide 
seed outdoor w/ 4’ conveyor, incl drive 
motors, $26000. 705-647-4664.

FARMATIC FEED MILL, 5 compart-
ment, 5 hp electric, $1600. Also motors 
& augers. 519-240-1188.

48” CHAIN DISCHARGE, for Kuhn TMR 
mixer, never been used. 519-291-0337.

AGRIMETAL SMALL BALE CHOP-
PER, on wheels, Honda engine, $750.  
519-586-7794.

SUSPENDED FREE STALLS, 7’, adj 
width, good cond. 647-291-3264.

SKIL-WAY SQ BALE CHOPPER, elec-
tric, good cond. 705-526-1473.

JAMESWAY BELT FEEDER, 100’, 
like new, 3 yrs old, $8000, OBO.  
519-227-1113.

BSM SS FEEDERS, 13 wet/dry, 2’ dou-
ble sided, feeds approx 40; 13 feeders 
will feed 500 pigs, exc cond, no metal 
fatigue, will consider del. Best Offer. 
519-275-1442.

2 - FEED ROOM CONVEYORS, for sale. 
519-291-0106.

AGRI-METAL 542 FEED CART, 
Honda GX 200 motor, $800, OBO.  
519-291-0106.

SLANT BAR BERG STABLING, for 
sale.519-347-2451.

MCKEE CORN HOG, push up pipe 
incl, good working cond, $600,OBO.  
519-462-2928.

STABLE CLEANER, Houle chain, 280’, 
hook & eye, reg 18” RH, Beatty stable 
cleaner drive oil bath, green unit, load-
ed reverse bend/reverse bend, Farmat-
ic push augers & drives. 519-527-1482.

55 ROXELL WET/DRY HOG FEED-
ERS, exc cond, $450ea. 519-881-6900. 
georgedaleltd@gmail.com

HAY CATTLE FEEDER, Weber’s, sol-
id sturdy wrought iron, needs paint, 
otherwise exc cond, 8’x6’8”x 5’, 
$530 priced to sell fast, immediate.  
416-266-3143.

BARN EQUIP, 25 tie stall dividers.  
519-327-8578.

KUBOTA TI 400 RIDING LAWN MOW-
ER, hydrostatic, c/w 14hp engine, 38” 
deck, $1200. 519-484-2633.

JD ROTOTILLER, fit a JD 110/112 
garden tractor. 519-665-2303.  
bosomworth@wightman.ca

LUCKNOW SNOWBLOWER, 7’, w/ cyl 
on chute, exc cond, $1000. 519-216-
8052 or 519-939-8598.

FRONTIER SB1184 SNOWBLOW-
ER, 84”, hyd chute, as new, $3900.  
519-365-4266.

JD 1032D SNOWBLOWER, walk 
behind, 36”, good cond, $500.  
519-538-4929.

NEW IDEA SINGLE AUGER SNOW-
BLOWER, w/ hydraulic rotation spout, 
$1250. 519-754-6319.

MYERS SNOW PLOW, 7.5’, w/ frame 
to mount to JD 5000 series tractor, exc 
cond, $1250. 905-359-6976.

BRADY 1680 ROTARY STALK 
CHOPPER/SHREDDER, good cond.  
519-443-5481.

2 WIRE HARNESSES, for BR 450 round 
baler, suitable for any tractor. $50 each. 
705-440-0939.

2 GRAIN FANNING MILLS, $100.  
519-348-8617.

2 - SINGLE HAY FEEDERS, w/ automat-
ic locking head gates. 519-376-9359.

2 LOBSINGER THRESHING MA-
CHINES, 1 large, 1 small, open for of-
fers. 519-538-4929.

OLIVER/ COCKSHUTT 415 HAY 
MOWER, hyd lift installed, $750.  
519-683-4672.

HAYING EQUIP, Gehl 1475 round bal-
er, makes 4’x5’ bales, $3500. NH 273 sq 
baler w/ thrower, $2700, INT 990 hay-
bine w/ 9’ cut, $1900. Forage blower, 
$550, Bale buncher, $275, 14’ Hay trail-
er w/ back rack, $900. Peterborough 
Area. 705-930-8885.

WOODS BUSH HOG ROTARY CUTTER, 
6’, exc cond. 705-877-2949. 

M&W ROTARY HOE, 15’, $1495.  
519-319-5008.

INT ROTARY HOE, 22’, w/ end trans-
port, teeth like new! 519-365-5725.

ROTARY HOE, 3pth, 20’. 905-396-7533.
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2016 KUHN KRAUSE 8000 EX-
CELERATOR, 20’, very good cond.  
519-355-6292

JD 7520 ARTICULATING TRACTOR, 
4000hrs, rebuilt motor; 3500hrs, all 
new radial tires, JD 1000 Series Cul-
tivator, 33.5’, w/ sprayer tank, boom, 
harrows, naroow teeth, new wide 
teeth, not installed, JD 3200 Plow, tan-
dem hitch, 8 furrow, 18”. Field Ready! 
Selling all together, $35000, OBO.  
519-275-4788.

1978 INT 140, w/ cultivators & side 
dresser, 60” woods mower, exc cond, 
$5800. 519-384-1835.

KUBOTA TRACTOR HOOD, model 
M9000, $450. Peterborough Area.  
705-944-5739.

FORD 3000 & 4000 TRACTORS, diesel. 
905-714-9690.

JD LOADER, #E 0052, all cyl, 2 way in-
dustrial 80” bucket. 519-294-6564.

IH 656 TRACTOR, w/ NI loader, good 
cond, $3900. 226-627-0074.

2006 MAHINDRA 7010, 80hp, 4x4, 
diesel, w/ cab, air, PS, loader, 1600hrs, 
$24900, OBO. 519-820-8184.

2005 NH TM120, air, heat, 4 remotes, 
self leveling loader, w/ power quick 
attach buckets, runs good, 9350 hrs, 
$29000. Lucknow HD dble auger snow-
blower avail. 705-718-0777. 

JD 5083 E LIMITED, 4WD, cab, heater, 
air, 80hp, plow speed, trans high & low, 
hyd reverse. 519-401-4304.

1994 JD 4960, 7676hrs, eng & trans 
rebuilt at 5000hrs, 46” rubber, $75000. 
519-272-5208.

FORD 7740 TRACTOR, cab, w/ ac, 
4WD, 7255 hrs, good cond, asking 
$19500. Stratford Area. 519-625-8941.

CASE 2470 DIESEL TRACTOR, Traction 
King, exc cond, $16500. Call or text 
519-995-4153.

OVERUM CXL 7 FURROW ROLLOVER 
PLOW, very good condition, well main-
atined. 519-274-4180.

JD 950 CULTI-MULCHER, 15’, Ducktile 
front, 29 teeth/tines, Crowfoot packers 
on rear, $4200. 519-367-2539.

KILLBROS CRUMBLER, 37’, dual 
wheels, lights. 519-765-2064.

SET OF SNAP ON DUALS, 30”, w/ like 
new Goodyear tires, $1200. Goderich 
Area. 519-524-1284.

TIRES, 1 deep lug; 750/17, 8ply, tire 
tube on rim, 1 front rib tractor tire & 
tube c/w wheel 400/18, 4ply, good, 
2-A78 13 tires snow on 4 bolt rims; fair. 
519-294-6564.

SET OF DUALS, 18.4 x 34, w/ hardware. 
519-368-2407.

MAY-BRIDGE HARROW, 14’, w/ bars 
front & back, straight. 613-835-2780.

FLEURY BISSELL PACKER, double roll, 
10’, good cond, $300. 905-939-2976.

R&R LAND ROLLER, 39’, hyd fold, w/ 
hyd track eliminator, $15500, OBO.  
519- 881-8669.

SCHULTE STONE PICKER, ground 
drive. 519-200-2167.

LAND PACKER, 14’, w/ 2 pups; 4’ each, 
works well, $700. 519-237-3485.

2016 HOULE SWD15M ROCK RAKE, 
like new, $15000. 519-272-5208.

4 ROW ALLIED SCUFFLER, good 
shape, w/ rolling shields, $700, OBO. 
Stratford. 519-273-1892.

6 SECTION DIAMOND HARROW, 
good cond. 519-799-5701.

JD 200 SEEDBED FINISHER, 45’.  
519-462-2163.

KVERNELAND BB 115 PLOW, 6 fur-
row, vari-width, original mould boards, 
#9 bottoms, mint cond. $20500.  
519-636-6750.

LANDALL (KONGSKILDE) SOIL SAVE, 
11 shank, spring rips, $3900, OBO. 519-
769-2613 or 519-671-8670.

TRIPLE-OK PLOW, 5 furrow, adjust-
able, auto reset, exc coulters, $1500. 
New Hamburg Area. 226-747-5533.

KRAUSE WING DISC, 22’, hyd fold.  
519-379-6447.

2016 KUHN KRAUSE 8000  
EXCELERATOR, 20’, very good cond.  
519-355-6292

JD 220 DISC, 20’, in good cond, $4295. 
519-319-5008.

10’ COCKSHUTT WHEELED DISC, 
good cond, $1500. 519-375-2008.

SALFORD 500 CULTIVATOR, 28’, 
S-Tine, w/ buster bar, single roller bas-
ket. 519-443-5481.

WIL-RICH QUAD X, 32’, floating 
tongue, HD dble springs, 5 bar spike 
harrows, exc teeth, rear hitch and hyd, 
meticulously maintained, always shed-
ded, fed lots of grease, $31500. God-
erich Area. 519-955-3475.

AC CULTIVATOR, 22’, w/ wings, 3 
cyl, new teeth, good cond, $1700.  
705-292-7859. 

NOBLE CULTIVATOR, 6R, w/ rolling 
baskets, $495. 519-319-5008.

MCKEE HIGH S-TINE CULTIVATOR, 16’, 
hyd fold wings, dble rolling harrows. 
519-365-5725.

JD CORN PLANTER, 4R, w/ monitor, 
stored inside. 519-463-5296.

JD 1750 VACUUM PLANTER, 6R nar-
row, dry fert, monitor, fert auger, in-
secticide boxes, road lights, planter like 
new, $35000. 519-695-6613.

CIH 955 CORN & SOYBEAN PLANTER, 
6/11, w/ dry & liquid fertilizer, exc cond, 
$12000. 705-341-7720.

INT 400 CYCLO, 6R, 30”, dry fert, 
hyd drive, monitor, good cond & 4R 
400 Cyclo for parts, $1000 for both.  
519-392-8123.

JD 1790 CORN/SOY PLANTER, 
16/32R, central fill, factory liq fert, new 
25 wave coulters, 1 season, $98500.  
519-437-9247.

IH 800 CORN PLANTER, new opener 
discs, corn & bean drums, dawn trash 
whippers, 540 pump. 519-446-1169.

FOLDING TYE SERIES V DRILL, 30’, 52 
run, double disc openers & markers, 
min till, good cond. 519-529-7850.

IH 5100 SOYBEAN DRILL, 21 run, grass 
seed, dual disc, packing wheels, stored 
inside. 226-931-7557.

5300 IH SEEDDRILL, 21 run, hyd mark-
ers, always shedded. 519-828-3443.

IH 10 SEEDDRILL, w/ man lift, grass 
seed box, for parts. 613-256-3067 or 
613-807-3153.

JD 515 NO-TILL DRILL, on yetter 
coulter cart, has seed agitator, press 
wheels, plus finger harrow, $10000. 
613-525-0015.

MF 33 GRAIN DRILL, w/ packer, 
manual dble lift, grain only, $1200.  
905-442-1105.

IH 510 SEED DRILL, 18 run, dry fert, 
cult under tongue, hyd cyl, $1800.  
705-434-1691.

JD 1590 NO TILL DRILL, scales, auger 
& markers, liq fert, 2pth hook-up, low 
acres, $55000. 519-291-0106.

JD 750 NO TILL DRILL, 15’, 11” spac-
ing, 2pth, monitor, scales, liquid 
squeeze pump, markers, field ready, 
$14500 firm. Fingal, Jim 519-769-2777,  
notiller402@gmail.com  

SNAP-ON VALVE REFACER, model 
#4162 serial #VR 200BM. 519-294-6441.

NEW! AEROQUIP HYD HOSE, 5/8”, SAE 
100, approx 100’, $200. 519-484-2633.

WHITE FRONT CONSTANT VELOCITY 
JOINT, 135, 155, 180, new ball type. 
905-892-3326.

GRAIN MOISTURE METER, DICK-
EY-JOHN GAC II, grain analysis 18, 
computer & printer. 519-983-6848.

TRIMBLE 750 YIELD MONITORING 
SYSTEM, monitor & wires, $11500.  
519-754-6319.

AUTOFARM GUIDANCE SYSTEM, 
serial #B8010172525, like new.  
519-799-5701.

PARTS & SALVAGE

OTHER 6790

TIRES, DUALS, 
RIMS & CHAINS 6740

PLANTING & SEEDING

PLANTERS 6830

DRILLS & 
CADDIES 6820

TILLAGE

DISCS 7010

OTHER 7090

PLOWS/RIPPERS 7040

FIELD 
CULTIVATORS 7020

MULCH 
FINISHERS 7030

TRACTORS

4WD 8100

OTHER 8490

LOADER 
TRACTORS 8200
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The Best Price. The Best Readership. The Best Value. Better Farm
ing! Call 888-248-4893 x281 to place your ad. 

WANTED: Broiler chicken barns & 
other truss buildings for dismantling.  
519-580-0505.

WANTED: 9818 White or 15’ interplant 
planter. 519-580-8473.

WANTED: 250’ Houle 18” count-
er clockwise stable cleaner chain.  
519-580-8473.

WANTED: Manure loading pump, 10’, 
8”, Husky or Houle. 519-580-8473.

WANTED: For parts 7700 JD combine, 
must have undamaged seperator 
housing. 519-638-3207.

WANTED: Hoof trim chute for goats. 
519-638-3207.

SEARCHING FOR 1970 FORD 5000 
TRACTOR (5200), traded into a deal-
er in Exeter in 1982, serial # C288186. 
Please phone 519-671-2260.

WANTED: 18.4/30 rear tractor tires. 
519-786-5933.

WANTED: Good used Hi-hoe, on rub-
ber tracks, cab, air/heat, w/ extra buck-
ets. 519-799-5701.

WANTED: JD F932 mower.  
519-842-4357.

WANTED: Bale wrapper for 6x5 bales. 
519-842-4357.

WANTED: JD 2755 tractor w/ FWA, w/
wo loader, must be exc cond, prefera-
bly low hours. 519-847-5710.

WANTED: JD Gator, for parts or one 
that needs a motor. 519-881-1448.

WANTED: 18’ diameter, Victoria grain 
bin. 519-881-8966.

WANTED: NH 680 manure spreader, 
tandem. 613-387-3895.

WANTED: Loader for a 2660 MF 2WD. 
613-392-6435.

WANTED: David Brown tractor, 950 or 
990 for parts, running cond only. Bel-
leville to Brockville Area. 613-453-3577.

WANTED: Good used 4x5 round bal-
er in good working cond. Belleville to 
Brockville Area. 613-453-3577.

WANTED: Used Husqvarna chainsaw, 
245 to 272, running or repairable. Bel-
leville to Brockville Area. 613-453-3577.

WANTED: Fransgard TI 6000 P, hay 
rake, either working cond or parts. 
613-732-5322.

WANTED: Loader for 8880 Land-
ini tractor, good; used, mounting 
kit, joy stick, loader boom bucket.  
613-924-1647.

2007 WESTERN STAR, heavy spec 
tractor. 519-379-6447.

KAWASAKI MULE, very good shape, 
Asking $4500. 519-818-1899.

2013 COLUMBUS 5TH WHEEL 320 
RV, 3 tipouts w/ covers, automatic lev-
eling, fireplace, central vac, bike rack. 
519-301-0540. 

ENCLOSED TRAILER, 66”w x 135”l, 
2-3000lb axels, 1 w/ elec breaks, built in 
90gal L-shaped fuel tank w/ elec pump, 
$3000, OBO. 226-378-0317.

16’ TANDEM AXLE PUP TRAILER 
FRAME, w/ hoist, 72” spread, $4000 
OBO. 519-349-2453.

1972 FORD LOUISVILLE DUMP 
TRUCK, w/ 18’ wooden/steel box, sin-
gle hoist, wood racks. 905-818-2864.

24’ DUMP TRAILER FOR SILAGE, 8’ 6” 
wide, 6’ high sides w/ single axle Joe-
dog, call for details. 519-365-5725.

WANTED: Clean grain elevator chain, 
top sprocket & shaft for a NH 975 com-
bine. 519-323-1657.

WANTED: Blacksmith anvil & forge. 
519-868-4203.

WANTED: NH haybine. 519-922-3445.

WANTED: UNWANTED GUNS???  
liscenced buyer, guns, cabinets, militar-
ia, hand guns. 705-795-7516.

WANTED: Deerborn plow, 2 furrow. 
519-685-2186.

WANTED: 3 1/2 x 4’ steel drumb lawn 
roller. Bothwell Area. 519-695-2142.

WANTED: Grill for Cockshutt or Oliver 
1250 Tractor. 519-770-7551.

WANTED: Looking for a grill for MF 
4335 Tractor. 519-901-0787.

WANTED: Narrow front end for Cock-
shutt 35, 40 or 50 tractor. Call or text, 
613-305-3413.

WANTED: NH 258 roll bar rake w/ dolly 
wheels. 613-929-1338.

WANTED: Ford 9000 or 9600 tractor. 
905-852-6424.

WANTED: Dion threshing machine, 
22x38 or 28x48, prefer w/ straw shred-
der. 905-983-9331. Evenings.

WANTED: Old Canadian coins, hunt-
ing knives, pocket watches & cig-
arette lighters. Leave a Message.  
519-338-5851.

WANTED: Guns, any type in any work-
ing cond. 519-348-8170.

WANTED: For parts, Ford F800, F900, or 
similar. Also any old truck with auxiliary 
transmission. 519-377-6395.

WANTED: Versatile 555 & other mod-
els, for parts. 519-377-6395.

WANTED: Large 7’ x 3’ concrete cement 
blocks. 519-379-0330.

WANTED: 6-8 loads of blue clay. Forest. 
519-383-4343.

WANTED: 100 bales lg 1st cut hay; in 
rounds or squares. 519-383-4343.

WANTED: Loader to fit JD 6200.  
519-402-0616.

WANTED: Someone to put up 60 
rods of page wire fence. Petrolia.  
519-402-0616.

KUBOTA M95X, FWD, cab/air, 85hp, 
PS, 16spd hyd reverser, narrow rub-
ber, 1600hrs, exc cond, $40000.  
519-401-4304.

VERSATILE 900, duals all around, bare 
back, 9500 hrs, $7500. 519-531-0294.

NH WORKMASTER 40 TRACTOR, 
140TL loader, forks, bucket, 74” Kabota 
snowblower, 35 months warranty left, 
21 hrs, brand new. 519-536-1207.

CASE 430, triple range gas, c/w load-
er, mint cond, $3500 negotiable.  
613-362-5713.

MINNEAPOLIS MOLINE G950, 98hp, 
3100hrs, cab, tires 23.1-34 & 1100-16, 
exc cond, field ready. 613-866-6155.

MF 255, diesel, 8spd, w/ 236 loader, 
3500hrs. 705-377-6696.

MF 165, powersteering, running, good 
tires, 16.9 x 28, tires are loaded, 3500, 
OBO. 705-773-8423.

CLEARVIEW TRACTOR CAB, fits any 
flat deck tractor inbetween fenders, 2 
door, all glass intact, heater on roof, no 
rust, $400, OBO. 519-395-3438.

IH W4 TRACTOR, good working cond, 
good paint, $3200. 705-292-7859

JD 4440, diesel, all new rubber.  
519-402-0616.

COCKSHUTT 1350, straight, good rub-
ber, runs well, $3300. 519-484-2418.

JD 7800, 2WD axle duals, powershift, 
triple remotes, 7100hrs, like new. Ask-
ing $60000. 613-229-5788. 

TAYLOR-DUNN 36V GREENHOUSE 
ALLEY BARN/OUTDOOR TRACTOR, 
32” wide, works good, c/w battery 
charger, needs fresh batteries, $400. 
519-484-2633.

2018 JD 8370R/100 ANNIVERSA-
RY ULTIMATE EDITION, IVT 50km, 
ILS, Server 4600 processor, leather 
trim, 5 remotes, 85gal pump, Miche-
lin tires- Agri BIB2, 420R34 front duals 
& 480R50 rear duals, ALL UNLOCKS 
INCL, LED light pkgs R2, air brake 
hook up, 900hr, $344900. 519-521-
1067. joevanquaethem@hotmail.com 

2014 JD 8235R, premium cab, 
2300hrs, 5 remotes, 60gal pump, PS, 
Ils, front Michelin 480/70R34- xm 
28, back duals Michelin 480/80R50 
Agri-Bib, $209000. 519-521-1067.  
joevanquaethem@hotmail.com

MF 165, one owner, diesel, PS, multi 
power, 450 Allied loader, bucket & 
spear, $6200. 519-532-3181.

JD 60 TRACTOR, good running cond, 
original, w/ JD 801 hitch. Also, JD 50, G, 
LI, MI, 1010 and 3010 tractors. 519-665-
2303. bosomworth@wightman.ca

FORD 5610 SERIES 2 TRACTOR, cab, 
air/heat, 6000hrs, new: rad, starter, & 
battery, good cond, c/w snowblower, 
7’, single auger, $11000. 613-243-2284.

2010 JD 7930, MFWD, IVT, 4600hrs, 
$115000, OBO. 613-353-2850.

1980 JD 4640, cab, A/C & heat, PS, 
6450hrs, 1000 PTO, 184R42 radials, 
axle duals, 3pth quick hitch, 2WD, front 
weights, nice, $26500. 519-765-2064.
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For more information call us at 866-519-4302

FREE
CLASSIFIED

TRAILERS

DUMP TRAILERS 8510

ENCLOSED 
TRAILERS 8515

OTHER 8590

TRUCKS & 
AUTOMOBILES

CONVENTIONAL 
TRUCKS WITH 
SLEEPER

8630

FARM/GRAIN 
TRUCKS - HEAVY 
DUTY

8640

RECREATIONAL 
VEHICLES 

RVs 9400

ATVs & UTILITY 
VEHICLES 9100

WANTED

WANTED 9800
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For anyone who has childhood mem-
ories of traipsing through deep, wet 
snow late in the winter or early in the 
spring to collect sap from sugar ma-
ple trees, a visit to Hubbs Sugarbush 
and Sweetwater Cabin is likely to trig-
ger a strong reaction. 
 Ron and Janice Hubbs of Prince 
Edward County produce and sell ma-
ple syrup and related products from 
their over 100-year-old maple sug-
ar bush. The couple have created an 
exhibit of antique maple syrup pro-
duction tools and equipment in their 
Sweetwater Cabin. They salvaged the 
building from Lanark County and 
moved it to their farm in 1998. 
 The Hubbs’ interest in the history 
of all things maple syrup and maple 
sugar was spawned by conversations 
with a neighbour. In the 1960s, Odie 
Grimm, a descendant of the found-
er of the G.H. Grimm Manufacturing 
Co., retired and became their neigh-
bour on Rednersville Road in Carry-
ing Place.  
 Odie sold maple sugar produc-
tion equipment manufactured by the 

company. The G.H. Grimm Manufac-
turing Co. was one of the largest and 
most influential evaporator compa-
nies of the 19th and 20th centuries, 
reports Matthew Thomas on the web-
site maplesyruphistory.com. 
 The Hubbs have an 1881 model of 
a Grimm evaporator, built to scale, so 
that he could explain the unique val-
ue of his evaporator. The model is one 
of hundreds of antique production 
tools and equipment that the Hubbs 
have on display in their cabin.  
 People used the sugar devil, pic-
tured to the left, from about 1850 to 
1915, Ron says. People used this tool 
“to break up solid maple sugar in a 
sugar barrel into smaller pieces that 
could be used for cooking,” reports an 
OMAFRA publication titled “A guide 
to improving and maintaining sugar 
bush health and productivity.”  
 The sugar devil “actually had two 
purposes. One was to grind sugar and 
the other was to loosen up dates in a 
barrel,” says Ron. 
 People would preserve fruit in bar-
rels of sugar at the time. 
 Other interesting items in the 
Hubbs’ display include sugar nippers 
and shavers. People used these tools 
to cut or break off smaller pieces of 
maple sugar for use in foods like cere-
al or drinks like tea.  
 If you visit the Hubbs sap house, 
you’ll find doors from a Small Broth-

ers Lightning model firebox on dis-
play, as well as a G.H. Grimm Manu-
facturing Co. set of doors. The firebox 
provided heat to boil down sap into 
sugar. The Hubbs also have a wooden 
yoke, which people used to transport 
buckets of sap in the woods.  
 The extent of the couple’s collection 
isn’t surprising, given Canada’s long 
history of maple syrup and sugar pro-
duction. Many accounts attribute the 
discovery of maple syrup production 
to Canada’s Indigenous peoples.   
 Today, Canada produces roughly 
71 per cent of the world’s supply of 
maple syrup, Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada says in a “Statistical 
overview of the Canadian maple in-
dustry, 2018.” 
 And the Hubbs are certainly do-
ing their part to preserve that history 
and contribute to the industry’s con-
tinued success. For over 40 years, the 
pair have hosted pancake breakfasts 
on their farm. Ron and Janice were 
inducted into the Quinte Maple Hall 
of Fame in 2009 for their work in ma-
ple syrup production and for their 
creation of a permanent display of an-
tique tools from the sector. BF

If you’d like to share the story of an 
old farm tool or implement from your 
family, reach out to Andrea Gal, Better 
Farming’s managing editor, by email at 
andrea.gal@farms.com. 

THE ‘DEVILISH’ HISTORY      
OF SYRUP PRODUCTION           

These Prince Edward County producers help consumers tap into the roots of the maple syrup sector.

Ron and Janice Hubbs

Between the mid-19th and early 
20th centuries, families used the 

sugar devil to break up maple sugar 
stored in barrels.

http://maplesyruphistory.com/
mailto:andrea.gal@farms.com
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Is your antique tractor getting 
tired? A tractor that’s cranking 
slowly and generally worn-out is 
probably a great candidate for a 
12-volt (12-V) upgrade (or a 
complete engine overhaul). 
 But, before you jump to that 
expensive and time-consuming 
step, try this quick trick: plug an 
8-V battery into the 6-V system.  
 An 8-V battery has enough extra 
power to make your starter spin a 
little faster, giving a tired tractor 
just enough of a boost to start 
quickly. Tractors from the ‘40s and 
‘50s that have cut-out systems are 
ideal candidates for this quick fix. 
Examples include the Farmall Cub, 
A, B, C or H, the Ford N-series, the 
Case SC, and the John Deere Model 
A and B.  
 Compared to a complete 12-volt 
conversion, making the switch to 
an 8-V battery is a breeze.  
 In most cases, the rest of the 
electrical system can remain in 
place. You don’t need to swap out 
the generator (or alternator), 
voltage cut-out (or regulator), or 

coil. Typically, even the headlights 
and lightbulbs are compatible.  
 Most major brands offer 8-V 
batteries, and they are easy to order 
if your local store doesn’t have one 
on the shelf.  
 Upgrading the battery isn’t a 
cure-all, though. If the tractor’s 
charging system isn’t working at all, 
a stronger battery won’t fix it. You’ll 
need to track down the problem 
and replace the relevant parts. 
 For help with this process, you 
can watch my online tutorial at 
FarmTractorRepair.com/
CubCharging which reviews four 
common troubleshooting steps.  
 If your tractor is cranking slowly 
and is generally worn out, an 
upgraded battery is a “band-aid” for 
a larger problem. However, if you 
need to get a few more years out of 
your tractor before you’re ready for 
a complete overhaul, an 8-V battery 
might be just the ticket. BF

Rachel Gingell works alongside 
her father, repairing and re-selling 
tractors. 

IN THE SHOP WITH RACHEL
CONSIDER AN 8-VOLT BATTERY  
FOR YOUR ANTIQUE TRACTOR 
by RACHEL GINGELL

ARBOR DAY BLOS-
SOMED ACROSS  
THE PROVINCE 
by BARRY MARSHALL            

In May 1885, Ontario schoolchildren 
rejoiced when the province intro-
duced a holiday to spark their interest 
in the natural world. 
 Arbor Day began as a provincial 
beautification holiday, a day when 
schoolchildren would help landscape 
and beautify their schools. 
 Among their tasks, children lev-
elled the ground, made pathways and 
planted flowers or trees, a May 1885 
article in the newspaper The Rural 
Canadian said. 
 George Ross, the minister of edu-
cation, believed that if schoolchildren 
helped beautify their schoolyards, 
they would respect property, the 
article said. The activities would help 
children become invested in their 
schools and communities.  
 Provincial leaders hoped, too, that 
the beautification projects would 
instill community pride in young peo-
ple and help keep them on the farm at 
a time when city lights beckoned. 
 Today, Arbor Day is still celebrated 
in many countries. Now, it’s a day for 
children and adults alike to invest in 
their community spaces. 
 In Ontario, the event has expanded 
into Arbor Week.  
 In today’s world of environmental 
consciousness, Arbor Week reminds 
us that it is important to care for our 
green spaces because they care 
for us. BF
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Make sure your well-being is a priority and talk 
to somebody if you or someone you know 
needs help.

Agriculture is rooted in strength − the strength 
to take care of our families and ourselves.

 
Visit domore.ag 
#RootedInStrength

We can still be  
there for each other
Even if we have to be apart

187233_E_PSA_DoMoreAg_Coffee_ 8.125x10.875.indd   1 2020-04-08   3:41 PM

THE TIMELY TALE   
OF LITTLE LOLA

In 1918, the world battled the Spanish flu and an Ontario farm girl did her part to help her community.

Lola Fleet was a very brave girl who 
was born in 1908. She was one of Bill 
and Mary Ann Fleet’s 11 children.  
 As a child, Lola didn’t shy away 
from hard work. She drew rocks on a 
stone boat with a horse for the con-
struction of the foundation of the 
family’s new home in Howick Town-
ship, Huron County. Only the corner 
stones were too large for Lola, but she 
moved the rest herself. 
 As hard as she worked around the 
family farm, Lola is best remembered 
for her unusual courage during the 
Spanish influenza epidemic which hit 
Canada in waves beginning in 1918. 
 When the epidemic was over in the 
spring of 1920, Ontario counted 
almost 9,000 dead. As many as 50,000 
people were thought to have died 
across Canada. An estimated 50 
million people died worldwide. 
 The Spanish flu was the final 
horrible stroke of the First World War 
as returning soldiers were thought to 
have carried the disease home with 
them. 
 Some parts of Canada were hit 
harder than others. Mildmay in Bruce 
County, for instance, counted 21 dead. 
Most every family had at least one 
member who became ill.  

 Local newspapers ran weekly 
listings of those who were suffering 
and those who had died. The de-
ceased included the town undertaker 
and a church minister. 
 Schools closed and some churches 
stopped meeting. People postponed 
social events and officials urged 
residents not to visit other communi-
ties during the epidemic. 
 At one point, a young Tara doctor 
died of the flu, and the local hotel had 
to be converted into a hospital.         
 In The Lines of Howick, which is 
the Howick Township history book, 
Jim Lingerfelt and Jenny Versteeg tell 
how the good Dr. McLeod of the 
town of Wroxeter tried to help all 
patients during the epidemic. He 
often went so far as spending nights 
in the homes of patients if they were 
in great need. 
 The doctor couldn’t help but notice 
that Lola Fleet’s family had a strange 
immunity to the highly contagious 
disease. No sickness occurred in their  
home.  
 The doctor pondered the strange 
immunity and then the idea came to 
him. Lola’s family were applying lime 
plaster to the walls of their new home 
when the epidemic hit.  

 The lime gases permeated the 
house. Dr. McLeod believed the lime 
fumes killed the flu germs, preventing 
Lola’s family from getting sick.  
 Brave little Lola, who was only 10 
years of age, understood that she 
possessed a special gift and decided 
to use it to help her friends and 
neighbours. She sometimes accompa-
nied Dr. McLeod on his rounds. 
 She seemed to have no fear as she 
went about her duties, sterilizing the 
doctor’s instruments while he exam-
ined a stricken family. 
 Whether or not the lime fumes 
gave Lola her mysterious immunity, 
no one knows. But we know that 
brave little Lola never got sick.  
 She grew up hale and hearty, 
married Charles Small and lived in 
Palmerston. 
 Long after the Spanish flu epidem-
ic ran its course, Lola continued 
helping sick people. The brave woman 
from Howick Township, who wasn’t 
afraid to visit germ-filled homes, was 
well loved for caring for shut-ins and 
people suffering from illnesses thro-
ughout her lifetime. BF

Campbell Cork lives and writes in 
Mount Forest.

An article in the Oct. 5, 1918 edition of The Hamilton Spectator 
warned readers that the “Spanish influenza epidemic is serious.”
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Protect your soybeans with our advanced fungicides.
Why settle for ordinary solutions to protect your investment? 
Not only will Priaxor® fungicide prevent tough leaf diseases like 
Septoria, it helps soybeans thrive with the unique plant health benefits1

of AgCelence®. And when risk of white mold is high, Cotegra® fungicide 
delivers the new standard of protection. Used alone or in conjunction, 
they generate returns that’d make any bean counter’s day.  
Visit agsolutions.ca/soybeanfungicides to learn more.

Tough diseases 
in soybeans?
Two can play 
at that game.

1AgCelence benefits refer to products that contain the active ingredient pyraclostrobin 

Always read and follow label directions.
AgCelence, AgSolutions, COTEGRA, and PRIAXOR are registered trade-marks of BASF. COTEGRA 
and PRIAXOR fungicides should be used in a preventative disease control program. © 2020 BASF Canada Inc.
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